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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE prevailing cuftom of entertaining the 
publick with pieces of wit and humour 

under the form of Hiftory, Lives, and 
Adventures, firft moved the authour to review 
the fables of antiquity: for he fees no reafon why 
they Jhould be neglected; fince, by our methods of 
education, they are in a manner the fountain of 
Sctence, the fource of the fifi knowledge that we 
imbibe. This indeed may be the chief caufe of 
their being neglected: as they were the diverfion 
af our childhood, we think fit to throw them afide, 
like other toys, when we are grown to maturity. 
Lind yet 1t muft be owned, that without a tho- 
rough knowledge and remembrance of them, we 
can hardly underftand, at leaft not read with plea- 
Jure, thofe ufeful, and invaluable, productions of 
the ancients. The fabulous heroes of antiquity 
afford us as much inftruction as the modern; and 
a have 








Cit J 
have this further advantage, that after fo many 
ages they are not yet grown old, or obfolete, but 
fill flouri/h in the records of fame; and-are likely 
to livé, when moft of the heroes of modern fable 
Shall be extind, and forgot. 

The fiudy of Antiquities, fo much of late de- 
cried by Englifbmen, is, in other words, a more 
accurate refearch into ancient hiftory; which the 
learned of other countries think cannot be carvied 
to too-great an height, becaufe nothing m litera- 
ture can be more ufeful. In travelling through 
the boundlefs region of ference, we can never ex- 
pect to come to our journeys end: but the more, 
qe know, the more, we ought to think, remains 
fill unknown to us. Whereas it is our misfor- 
tune, that too many among us only learn ‘enough 
to make them conceited with what they know; 
and then, with an air of importance, to depre- 
ciate as ufelefs, whatever they cannot relih, 2mi- 
tate, or even underfland. This is always a fure 
mark of a little mind, [welling itfelf m its own 
narrow phere, and is well defcribed by the 
poet 


That 
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That cafting weight pride adds to emp- 
tinefs. 


Sir William Temple calls it Sufficiency, the 
worft compofition out of the pride and ig- 
rance of mankind. [f any good effect can flow 
From this evil, it muft be that of putting an au- 
thor upon his guard ; that when he falls ito the 
hands of thefe mercile/s enemies, they may have 
the lefs hold to pull him to pieces; and by thts 
means learning may for fome time fland its ground 
againft fuch fuperficial antagonifts. If the nation 
by anatural decay, is finking into a flate of 1gno- 
vance, as fome are apt to think. this may be one 
Symptom of the diftemper, but can never contribute 
to the cure of it: no more than every quack pre- 
tender to phyfick can reftore a conftitution broken 
with age and infirmities. 

We have had, for the beft part of a century, 
periodical accounts of the State of Literature in 
our Mland, and judgement has been paffed on books 
and authors in Abftrats, Compendiums, Abridge- 
ments, Fc. wrote at ffi with decency, and good 
manners: fettine forth the merits of each per- 
formance; and fometimes perhaps with too much 

a2 candour. 
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candour. But this rule feems to be inverted at 
prefent: we dont fiudy fo much, to fmd out the 
beauties of an author, as to lay open his defects. 
Hired writers, fupparted by idle taftelefs read- 
ers, now ufurp the office of ‘Ditlators in the com- 
monwealth of Letters: and without fear, or 
Shame, pronounce the fate of an author as magif- 
terially, as if they were entire mafters of his Jub- 
jet; which too often happens to lye quite out of 
their reach. And the more fharp, and Jevere, 
their cenfure 15, they commonly recerve the greater 
proportion of applaufe. IF wilh the fuccefs they 
have met with, may not have induced others, of 
JSuperiour endowments, and more liberal educa- 
tion, to enter into the fame ungenerous, and fu- 
percilious, way of condemning m grofs, without 
proof, or affigning the leaft veafon for their fen- 
tence. 

There is fcarce a fragment of the ancients, 
that has not, upon occafion, proved of fervice to 
the learned: and their Mythology is a mine, that 
will yield a treafure to thofe, who are at the 
pains of working it. The wifeft maxims of their 
Sages; Jublime leffons of morality; a deep infight 
into nature; all more or lefs intermixt with fable, 
lye 











Livre 
lye near the very furface of it. But if m fearch- 
img further into this mine, fome gleams of hifto- 
vical light break in upon us, how great is the 
furprize, how agreeable the difcovery! Fhis a- 
lone ought to be an encouragement to a philofo~ 
phical mind, a mind intent upon the fearch after 
truth, | 

Truth  fatd to lye deep im the earth, and the 
way to find it muft be to dig deep for it: to trace 
things back to thew fwft beginnings: to Study 
the origin of nations, languages, cuftoms, arts, 
and fciences. Thofe, who only bufy themfelves on 
the furface of fable, may think that the per fons 
of the gods were ideal only, and thew actions the 
refult of fancy; and that no fort of truth can be 
expetted from thence. The author has taken -fome 
pains to fhew the falfity of fuch notions: he has 
endeavoured to fet the heathen mythological bif- 
tory ina proper light, and to fix the time, when 
at really commenced. He has attempted to prove, 
that the Gods came from a quarter of the world, 
not hitherto fufpetted : and though this may feem 
a novel opinion, yet that it was known to the an- 
cient Greeks, before they were overrun with the 
Juperflitions of Exypt. 
Fs 
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His former Effay was defigned to fhew, that 
the. firft gods of the Grectans, Uranus and Sa- 
turn, were not natives of thew country, as was 
afterwards pretended, but came from the North. 
He now. prefents the publick with two more, of 
as great fame as the others; who, as he ima- 
gines, came from the fame country, but diftm- 
guifhed themfelves at firfi'in India, and long 
before their names. were known to Greece or 
Ligypt.. | 
.. The. author has always paid great regard to 
the judgment of the learned, and will ever abide 
by their decifion. Aacient prejudices, he ws Senfible, 
are not eafily eradicated; and therefore did not 
expett a general, or immediate, affent to his opt- 
nion. But owns that he expected fomething more 
than general objections, and thofe too uttered im 
whifper, and in. the dark, Till the olyectors fhall 
vouchfafe to appear a hittle more open, and ex- 
plicit; he humbly hopes, in hws turn, to be in- 
dulged in the common prejudice of an author, in 
behalf of bis oun performance. That tf at fhall 
have the fortune to be full condemned, the fault 
may not be amputed Jo much to the work it- 


Sey 
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Self, as to the malignity, or incompetency, of the 
judges. 

The following effay confifts, for the moft part, 
of hints that arofe from thofe Enquiries into the 
Primitive State of Europe; and if they now and 
then differ from them, muft be confidered as Se- 
cond Thoughts. The author had no intention of 
committing it to the prefs; having fuffered too 
much already on that account. But drew it up 
Some years ago, im the prefent form, for his own 
amufement, and the entertainment of a few 
friends; who were pleafed to think the former 
piece defective, without this neceffary fupplement. 
If therefore the reader fhall reap any benefit 
from the perufal, his thanks are due to the kind 
compulfion, and generous contributions of thofe 
friends, for it had never feen the hght, but 
through their mediation. It was rejetted by the 
bookfeHler ; was below the patronage of the great ; 
and above an eleemofynary fubfcription. In fuch 
a cafe, to leave a pofthumous treatife to fhift for 
itfelf, would have been little better than folly: 
confidering how the tafte of the age ws daily lofing 
ats velifh for antiquity. dn maufpicious omen to 
works 
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works. of this kind! that muft now be fiifled in 
their birth; or flarved upon thetr going out mto 
the world. 


ERRATA. 
Pag. 94. 1.25. For Gods read God. 
Pag.108. 11. For And read But. 
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CHRONOLOGY 
OF THE 


Nebo: 0O.0.-Se,, A, Gus: 


T is an obfervation of (1) Plutarch’s, that to render 
Mythology ufeful, We muft cleanfe it from it’s 
drofs, and bring it to fenfe and reafon, before it 
can bear the appearance of hiftory. ‘The fabulous 

age is of fo great extent, that we {carce know where it 
begins, or where it ends: and no general rule can be 
laid down, that fhall ferve to illuftrate every part, and 
purpofe, of it. When once the humour of romancing 
prevailed, no bounds could be fet to it; and in time the 
credulity of nations, became fo univerfal, that people 


(1) Ein way oly iyav tng Sees wey Abyw 70 MuSadts cmanovom, x94 Aebey isvecus oly. 
Plutarch. in Thefeo, 


A were 











=) The Hiftory and Chronology 


were every where prepared to believe the groffeft abfur- 
dities in religion: and every attempt to open their eyes 
was branded with the odious name of Atheifm. There 
was certainly a time when the heathen gods firft began 
to be worfhiped ; but this time has never yet been clear- 
ly ftated: however to enter upon the fubject regularly, 
we ought to enquire who were the firft gods, and for 
what reafons they were worfhiped. And tho’ we may 
fucceed in this enquiry, yet we fhall find their actions fo 
intermixt with others, who came after them, and went 
by the fame names; that it may feem a task, little infe- 
riour to the labours of an heroe, to extract their true 
hiftory out of fuch an abyfs of fables. 
The iearaet ’ Fable ay fo called a Ve of truth, 
of Fable. Me with a view to raile our attention, 
and admiration, in a form fomething more 
than human, with a mein approaching to divinity, and 
in a drefs as {plendid, as can be framed by imagination. 
But if it can be ftript of thefe ornaments, the truth it- 
felf would appear naked, and undifguifed. The firft 
fort of fablés, parables, or apologues, wherein birds, 
beafts, or'trees, were introduced as {peakers.and actors, 
conveyed moral inftructions for the condué. of human 
life; and’ here it was eafy to perceive, that the perfon- 
ages brought into the fcene were imaginary ; the folution 
therefore was obvious, and the true defign quickly feen 
through the fiction. ‘Thus far fable was both lawful, and 
ufeful; but when.it grew fo luxuriant, as. to interfere 
with paft times, and tranfactions, it became very perni- 
cious to hiftory; and threw almoft as great a darknefs 
over it, as time itfelf could have done. The truth funk 
| deeper 
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deeper into the fable, and could not be brought to light, 
without much greater difficulty and penetration. Real 
facts, times, and perfons, lay all together blended in one 
heterogeneous mafs; and required almoft a divine power 
to reduce them to any tolerable order. 

This put the lovers of truth upon 
different methods‘of enquiry. Some 
of the (1) ancients took the fhorter 
way, of cutting the whole knot, inftead of untying it, 
by refolving all into fidion. They held that things were 
not to be underftood in the literal acceptation of the 
words; but boldly diving into the breafts of the old 
poets, found an occult meaning in almoft every thing 
they delivered. They reduced gods and heroes to the 
active, and paflive, qualities of the mind: or to mere 
phyfical elements, earth, air, water, fire; and the wars 


of the gods, to the jarring of thefe elements. Thus they 
formed out of this mafs a beautiful landfcape, according 


to their own fancies; but at the fame time only built 
fables upon fables, without ever fearching for the hifto- 
rical truth, that lay hid at the bottom. 


Fables explained 
by allegory. 


(1) Amoneft thefe was Metrodorus of Lampfacus, who, in his treatife 
upon Homer, made not only the gods, and goddeffes, but the Heroes of 
the poem, allegorical perfons. Ka Muzeltuess Se é Aaprlaxuvis, tv TH abet Tov 
Ounpou Alay whSws dveinenreu, meiyre eis addwyoetay LeTe ye. UTE yap "Hegy, %7e ASlway, 
Te Ala TET avon Quoi, dmee of Tes meeiaus auTeis xo} Teudun nadrddiouvTes vouuCec” Qu 
cas SY omcucreis, x94 SOIK.EOY Alexoquaces. Kal tiv Exmeg de, nal Tov ANN ea duaady, 
nel Toy Ajaueuvove, nad mavtas anukarrms Baluds Te xg} Bapbdeus, ous TH BALvy, xoy TH 
Tides) ris aris Quotas Srrap yovTeLsy qutewy olxovousas eect Te MURAONY Sey Edis DVIS TEIEL= 
pubvov dvSpdawy. Tatian Orat, ad Grecos §. 37. 
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4 The Hiftory and Chronology 


By Bs The moderns have taken what feems a 

f oe more rational method; by admitting the 
Lereprure. foundation to be true hiftory, but rejecting 
the fabulous fuperftru@ture. Thefe make the facred wri- 
tings the groundwork of the Grecian mythology ; and 
endeavour to explain the fables by parallel {tories from 
the Bible. It cannot be denied, that there is a very ftri- 
king refemblance between many fables of the Greeks, 
and events recorded in f{cripture: but we are not to ima- 
gine that the perfons mentioned in the fables, are the 
{fame individuals with thofe in the facred books; becaufe 
this would be confounding all hiftory, geography, and 
chronology. We may reafonably fuppofe, that in the 
firft unfettled ages of the world, the memory of remark- 
able faéts was conveyed by colonies to many remote 
countries: which faéts their pofterity afterwards adopted 


for their own: and we are to judge, from what remains 
of true hiftery, how ucar the likcucl beowcen the copy 


and original has been preferved. I can readily allow, that 
the Deluges of Ogyges, and Deucalion, in Greece, which 
I look upon as fables, owed their rife to the ancient tra- 
dition of the univerfal deluge; and the (1) Giants at- 
tempt to fcale heaven, to the prefumptuous enterprife at 
Babel. But cannot fo eafily deduce the Titan war from 
the rebellion in heaven, and the fallen angels, as (2 fome 


(1) “Oosuy tor Ouvatjme peuaoay Seuey, evrep tr” Oosn 
Thay eivoci@urroy, iv Ouvegvos aplans Et. Odyff. A. V. 314. 
Vid. Stillingfleet Origines Sacr. Lib. I. c. 5. 
(2) Titanas autem, ficut alii, de Demonibus exponam, quos Deus érupripace. 
2 nie 2.4. Zach. Bogan Ep. Preef. ad Dickenfon Delph. Phoenic. Oxon. 
1bs5. 


have 
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have done; becaufe I take it to be real matter of true 
hiftory. 
' A man may believe, without bein 
The firft Hiftory thought too eink that the Greek 
of the Greeks Fado cdisobtcteintlels ld 
a earabae ad preferved in this manner very o 

ed memoirs, tho’ perhaps no regular hif- 
tory, as high as their gods, who were their firft kings. 
Thefe memoirs have been enlarged, and grofsly corrupt- 
ed, both with refpect to times, perfons, and events; 
but ftill this does not deftroy the root of the hiftory. It 
was an ancient tradition with them, that Uranus, or 
Ceelus, was fovereign of Greece, and other countries ; 
that he had fons called Titans; that Saturn was one of 
thefe, and fucceeded his father Uranus; that Jupiter was 
fon of Saturn; that he had wars with his uncles the Ti- 
tans, and overcame them, &c. This is the beginning of 
their hiftory, nor is there any thing abfurd, inconfiftent, 
or ineredibley in ies and therefore, I think, nothing can 
be ferioufly objected to the truth of it. But the mar- 
velous incidents, and embellifhments, of the ftory, were 
the work of later ages, the machinery of poets, who, 
with a licenfe peculiar to themfelves, broke thro’ all the 
(x) laws of hiftory and chronology. 

Chronology is of the very effence 
Chronology efential of (2) true haftory, whieh! ecithiout 
to Hiftory. 

it would appear to be no better than 

fable, or a picture of truth. Where this guide can be 
had, we find the benefit of it even in fabulous hiftory : 


{1) Ne quid falfi dicere audeat. ‘Tacit. : 

(2) Tay ots 9 douvdpTy Tos bh i TOY yedvey dvareaOny, Treg TovTols Bde met Tas isvecas 
> / nd 
aruceven dwany. Tatian, Or. ad Grec. §. 50. 


for 
































6 The Fiiftory and Chronology 
for by this we are enabled to diftinguifh the fables, to 


feparate the ancient from the more modern, and to ad- 
judge facts to the proper perfons to whom they belong. 
Diodorus began his Univerfal Hiftory with fix books of 
Mythology of the Greeks and Barbarians, which he 
(1) colle@ed from their hiftories according to antient 
times, as far as he was able. Others, he fays, (2) pafled 
over the Mythology, upon account of the difhculty of 
the work. (3) «Of this number were Ephorus, Callif- 
‘‘thenes, and Theopompus, who declined meddling with 
‘“‘the ancient fables for the fame reafon. But that he 
“‘ himfelf was of a contrary opinion, and purfuant to his 
‘defign, had fearched into thefe antiquities with the ut- 
‘© moft diligence. Becaufe many and great actions were 
‘¢ performed by thofe Heroes, Demigods, and many other 
“excellent men ; whofe memory pofterity has honoured 
‘¢ with facrifices due to gods and heroes, by reafon of the 
¢¢ common benefits which mankind received from them ; 
‘and hiftory has very properly perpetuated their fame to 
‘call eternity.” The fentiments of fo judicious an hifto- 
rian I have purpofely quoted, to fhew what the ancients 


(1) Heroine de Se rt apy bw THs isvetas Se Tov pw SoroyspWey mp "EaAnot Te ® Bap~ 
Edesiss terctourres Te map txasois isogtuduer xz! rks cory anes xplres, @ dory ju i Sonos. 
Diodorus Pref. ad Lib. I. 

(2) En J of way res marcds pmuSvroyas ale F Sugeperay This ape maTeas dmedba acer. 
Idem Ibid. : 

(3) Opotos 3 rouxre [Ephoro] KenSevns x9 Ocimoyms, x7! ql tanuay yeyovores, 
dmesnzay Tov waruoy uvSov' Hyucis Se rw tvaynay Toros neLow EpOvTess xoy To ex Ths 
dvaneadas mover omosuvres qlw maruy emperciay eromnsnpeSe Tis apryacoropas. Mérsay 20 
Ho} TAEISCY CUUETEALAHZAY meakeis Varo TOY Hedwy Te x9) HusStav, xg) moray urov dydpay 
aracmy. av Ale Tas xowds edteyectas of prtlayevesecor Tes wey iooStos, Tus Se ipwineus Suatus 
entunaey’ mavtes 36 Ths isvetas Ay@ Tois noSnKso eTrauyols eis “Tey cu@ye na payncey» 


Diodor. Przf. ad Lib. IV. 
thought 
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thought of the mythologic hiftory; that we may not be 
deceived into an opinion, that it confifts of mere reveries 
of imagination; an amufement for children only. 

aa phar ne aa Og vere 
time, with Cenfori- AR LOGEPOL. ISATR is AOE AR? 
C8 aif 6. rious enquirer into antiquity ; and 
he divided time into the Unknown, 
Fabulous, and Hifforical. Cenforinus commenting upon 
this divifion of Varro’s, fays, (1) ‘‘ We can have no com- 
“ prehenfion of this firft, or unknown, period of time; 
‘‘ whether it had a beginning, or exifted from eternity ; 
‘‘ certainly no judgment can be formed, of what number 
“of years it confifted.” This is excufable in an hea- 
then author, who had no better guides to direct him: 
but the annals of China, which have been difcovered of 
late years, go a good way back into this unknown pe- 
tiod ; and the facred writings, fo providentially, and 
miraculoufly, preferved,afford. us much clearer light 
into it; by a great number of facts and events; toge- 
ther with a regular feries of times from the very begin- 
ning.. The fame author goes on, (2) ‘* The fecond, or 


(1) Primum tempus, five habuit initium, five femper fuit, certe quot anno- 
rum fit, non poteft comprebendi.. Cenforinus de Die Natali. Cap. 21. 

(2) Secundum non plane quidem fcitur, fed tamen ad Mille circiter & pe 
annos effe creditur. A priore fcilicet catacly/mo, quem Ogygium dicunt, ad Ina- 
chi regnum anni circiter cece. hinc ad Olympiadem primam, paulo plus cccc. 
Cenforin. c.21. hat learned chronologer Lydiat altered the reading, by 
leaving out {ome words, and adding others; making the grofs {um 1400, 
agreeably, as he fays, to the opinion of Varro. Secundum non plane quidem 
feitur, fed tamen ad Mille circiter 8 cv annos effe creditur: a priore fcilicet 
catacly/mo, quem Ogygium dicunt, [ad pofteriorem dictum Deucalioneum anni 
Pe, inde ad Iii excidium ccce.] bine ad Olympiadem primam paulo plus 
ecce. Not. ad Chron. Marm. Oxon. 1676. p.35. Mr. Jackfon feems 
to agree in part with Lydiat, in making Juachi regnum a falfe reading for 
Llit 






































8 The Eiftory and Chronology 


<¢ Fabulous period, is not certainly known, but is thought. 
“to contain about fixteen Hundred years; that is, from 
‘the firft deluge, which they call the Ogygian, to the 
“reign of Inachus, about 400; and from hence to the 
«‘ firft Olympiad a little more than 400.” In this paf- 
fage, it is evident that fomething muft be wanting, to 
compleat the fenfe: becaufe thefe two fums make but 
one half of fixteen Hundred. Here then is both room, 
and a neceflity, for conjeéture ; and chronologers have 
endeavoured to clear the point feveral ways. (1) I take 
the number 1600 in grofs, whether true or falfe, to be 
the right reading of Cenforinus; and that he divided the 
whole into four periods of 400 years each; two of 
which are omitted by the earelefnefs of tranferibers. 


ili excidium; but-refers the odd 600 years in the grofs fum, to the interval 
between Ogyges and Troy; to make it fuit with his hypothefis, of 1000 
years before the Olympiads. Secundum non plane quidem fcitur, fed tamen 
ad Mille circiter -annos effe creditur, @ priorce fcelivct catacly/ma, quem Oxygium 
dicunt, {ad Ili excidium anni circiter Dc.] hinc ad Olympiadem primam paulo 
plus ecec. Chronol. Antiquities. Vol. 3. p. 331, 332. 

(1) With all due deference to thofe learned men, who have endea- 
voured to reftore the fenfe of this paflage, I would retain both the old 
reading, and the grofs fum entire; only filling up what I conceive to be a 
chafm, occafioned by the hurry and overfight of the tranfcriber. 


Secundum non plane quidem feitur, fed tamen ad 

m. circiter &F pe annos effe creditur, a priore fcilicet 
cataclyfmo, quem Ogygium dicunt ad Inachi regnum 
cece. [hinc ad Deucalionem cccc. hinc ad Trojam, 
ccce.] inc ad Olympiadem primam paulo plus 

ccecc. Quos folos, quamvis mythici temporis poftremos, 
tamen quia a memoria fcriptorum proximos, quidam 
certius definire voluerunt. 


By this form of the quotation, the reader will fee how eafy it was for the 
tran{criber to fall into the miftake. 


Cenfo- 
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Cenforinus adds, (1) ‘‘ That fome authors undertook to 
‘¢ define with exactnefs the laft period, or 400 years, of 
“the mythic age, [By which he muft mean from Troy 
“to the Olympiads] and thofe only; becaufe they ap- 
* proached neareft to their written memoirs: — but that 
* the difagreement among themfelves fhews, that even 
«that period muft remain uncertain.” Confequently the 
foregoing Twelve Hundred years could not but be much 
more doubtful and uncertain. 
. Iam too difident of my own 
Meese GAOL Idolatry abilities, to think them fatficient 
in Greece. Ks ; 
for fuch enquiries; but if I can 
point out the way, and fet more able heads at work, 
fhall not defpair of feeing the moft ancient Greek hiftory 
reduced to better order, and the Mythic Age, in fome 
degree, reconciled to the chronology of fcripture. I have 
already (2) hinted my opinion, that the Titan age com- 
menced about 1500 years, or more, before the Olym- 
piads ; and that foon after began Idolatry, or Hero wor- 
fhip, in Greece. To be told that the Grecian heathen 
gods lived fix, or feven, hundred years before Mofes, 
may poflibly alarm fome well meaning readers, whom I 
fhould be forry to offend. But whether there is any foun- 
dation for my hypothefis; the learned, and the learned 
only, can judge, by a chain of reafoning drawn from 
fa&s and circumftances. I have freely fubmitted it to 
their difquifition ; nor has any one hitherto brought it to 


(1) Quos folos, quamvis mythici temporis poftremos, tamen quia a@ memoria 
Scriptorum proximos, quidam certius definire voluerunt. quorum etiam ipfa 
diffenfio incertum effe declarat. Cenforin. ibid. 

(2) See Enquiries concerning the Firft Inhabitants &c. of Europe. p.55, 68. 
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a tryal before the publick, or put me to the trouble of 


defending it. 
That I may be more thoroughly 


The duration of tbe underftood; I further declare my 
Lian Empire. opinion, That the Titan empire; 
from whence the Greek mythology commenced, was but 
of a fhort duration, lafting only three fucceflive genera~ 
tions of princes. It began with Uranus, was forely fha- 
ken under Saturn, and reftored to it’s utmoft vigour by 
upiter: and there I think the lineal fucceflion ended. 
For after him we hear of no univerfal fovereign deity 5 
unlefs (1) Mercury may be thought for a while to have 
exercifed that authority: for we find feveral tokens of 
his adminiftration after Jupiter’s deceafe. Uranus. the 
founder of the empire, was dethroned by his fons, a fact 
in itfelf not improbable; the manner of his death has 
been univerfally believed through all ages; and what 
makes it more probable, all the (z) mythologifts agree, 
that the Titans were inftigated by their mother Titza to 
commit this inhuman action. But notwithftanding his. 
untimely end, Uranus muft have reigned many years; 
leaving fuch a numerous (3) iffue behind him; twenty 
feven children by other women, and eighteen by his wife 
Titea; the youngeft of which was able to take the reins. 
of government into his hands, Some poets feigned that 
Saturn fuffered the fame fate, as his father; but it is 


(1) Meret NY rw teacunw 7% are Mans, 7S xo} Adis, Laciadiow 6 yds ate DamG’,. 
6 x0} "Eouns, Tas Iraalas, trn resdxovre tate Jo. Malale Hift. Chron. Oxon. 
Lin, 2. °D. 22. 

(2) Hefiod, Sanchoniathon, Apollodorus. &c. 

(3) See Enquiries into Europe &c. P. 21. 


eafly 
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ealy to fee, that this was only a fiction founded upon the 
former ftory. Diodorus fays, (1) Jupiter obtained the 
empire lawfully, without violence. (2) Lucian fays, that 
Saturn refigned the government to his fon, upon the ac- 
count of old age, and infirmities: nor is hiftory wanting 
to confirm his affertion. (3) ‘¢ Saturn’s fon Jupiter was 
‘called Picus, and governed the eaft; and coming to 
‘< his father, who reigned at the fame time in the weft, 
<¢ Saturn delivered up to him the empire of the weft al- 
‘‘ fo, being then grown old, and weary of life: and Ju- 
‘‘ piter, or Picus, reigned over the weft together with 
“Italy, full fixty two years.” (4) Jupiter died and gave 
the weftern empire to his fon Mercury: and lived in all 
One hundred and twenty years: fo that he was fifty 
eight years old, before he enjoyed the whole empire. If 
Saturn was grown old when Jupiter was fifty eight, he 
probably reigned as Jong as his fon: and if Uranus reign- 
ed only thirty years, this will give at leaft one hundred 
and fifty years to the Titan empire; which yet I call a 
fhort duration, confidering the long lives of men in thofe 


(1) Teh ME ris re Ans yeveords Te xg Baorcias Alepaverru’ xg) mis LEV Qasiv aT, 
PY rl 2 dvSpdrov TE Kegvou wereous cis Sets, AlgdeEaden rlw Bacirciay, od big xanyu= 
ouyTe T meTeeg, Youmos D xo Dnatws ckiSera tavms Tis uns. Diodor. Lib. 3. 
P 233+ Io / wv « \ / i - @ , e 7 \ 

; (2) AN 87 erat encmpser “Teo Leds Bian tlw derylu dpeinem, exayT@ dt jAou oPg- 
SoyTos aWTa, yo} VmeusUETE woyew’ —Técay id % modteeis om Ts xebvs oy. Lucian. 
Saturnal. pag. 1022. Ed. Bourdelot. 

(3) O & Kesvos tweanas tiv taut yoy Tinney, Tov xg Mia, eraSovrea mess autiy ey 7h 
Moet, magexdenow ante tld Bamrcioy Ths Suovas, iv yap yeywegums, Kot Tadaumophous, 6 
“aris Kply@’. ey tCacindory ras Mvovws, yey Tis lrantas, Winor, & voy Leds daa tm EG. 
Chron. Pafchal. per Du Frefne. pag. 37. 

(4) Tlhxos 6%) Zeds, opgdde rw tis duos dipry bus Ta ide utes Eouin wendra, Chous K 
2») Exaroy tm, Suidas in Mines. 
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early times; and if compared with other empires. If 
then we cam find any probable reafons for fixing the time 
of Jupiter’s deceafe, we may nearly calculate THE #RA 
OF GRECIAN HISTORY. 

In order to this, it will be necef- 
fary to enquire into the real perfon 
of this god, who makes fo great a 
figure in the fabulous hiftory. It is agreed on all hands, 
that he was the fon, and fucceflor, of Saturn: and the 
hiftorians, following the poets, give him a wide domi+ 
nion over many, and very diftant countries. All this 
may be believed without much difficulty: but that he 
appeared in feveral very different ages of the world; 
which they likewife infinuate, can never be agreeable to 
truth. Authors feem to have been deterred from profe- 
cuting his true hiftory, by the glaring abfurdities con- 
tained in the fabulous one: and, I may add, they looked 
no further for him, than im Greece or Egypt. But we 
learn from the Pafchal Chronicle, that:the Greeks had a 
tradition that he governed the eaft under the name of 
Picus, and during the lifetime of his father Saturn. The 
Latines had alfo a Picus, who reigned over their coun- 
try, and was reputed the (1) fon of Saturn. To trace 
this matter to it’s fource, we muft confult the eaftern 
hiftory ; which, though reckoned the more ancient, — 
yet carries us no higher than the Greek:. for it begins 
with the Titans and Giants, the building of Babylon, 


Fupiter the Baby- 


lonian Belus. 


(1) Picus in Aufoniis, proles Saturnia, terris 
Rew fuit. Ovid. Metam. Lib. 14. v. 220. 
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or what (1) S..Epiphanius called the ScyTHIAN AcE. 
‘¢(2) Eupolemus fpeaking of the Jews in Affyria, fays 
“the city of Babylon, was built by thofe people who 
‘were faved from the deluge; thefe were the Giants, 
“who built the famous Tower; but this being deftroyed 
‘by the power of the God, the Giants were difperfed 
‘over the whole earth.” Artapanus (3) fays “‘ We find 
‘in fome uncertain authorities, that Abraham fojourned 
‘¢ with the Giants who lived in Babylonia, and were de- 
“‘{troyed by the gods for their impiety ; one of whom, 
‘< named Belus, efcaping with life, dwelt in Babylon, and 
“¢there built him a Tower in which he lived, which 
“Tower from the builder was called Bel [or Babel. ] 
‘““ Megafthenes (4) fays, Belus drained off the water, re- 
*‘ covered the land about Babylon, and inclofed it with 


(1) Am Se Tou NAlemas TU @eds Epa eis Actay HEXALKOTESs erovea may ony mehyT4$ 
xz iw xeon tmxaruat SKYOAI, unidsas > aie TLY. PTOHOILAN,. xe} oixodoprsat lu BA- 
BYAQNA. S. Epiphan. Adv. Heref. Lib. 1. pag. 6. Tho’ S. Epiphanius 
quotes no authority for the Scythians being the builders of Babel; yet 
thus much is clear, That it was a known opinion in his time, and that he 
believed it. 

(2) Eumacu@ ) Te wet ledulov Ths Aasvetag Qn maw Babuaaves @ MEPTOY yey uTrSuyee 
a TOY Al yowSty tev eu T8 reat hug psy civcLe 4 an res Thayras, olxoddpreiy do Toy isogduiuoy 
Elueyov" mmvT Gy de tétov Yao Tis Tov-O%% evegryetas, Tes Tingvtag Algo males nad barby 
qu) yw. Eufebius ex Alexand. Polyhift. Prep. Evang. Lib. 9. p. 245. 
Ed. Steph. 


(3) Apraayes NY Quot ty ois Loud ixots 





ty } adkonres Ebene? Tov Al cad. o aver 


PEoovTe cis Ths Tiavras’ TétTes 4 oinouras éy TH Babuawviz, alg qi doeCerey can Tov Ory 
dveupeStivan" ay tye Baaovy enpuyor Te Suvarov, ey BaCursve nerrorxnorw, Tue-yoy Te neTaoncud.- 
outa ty nT AeuTtadeu, wy. dy Mm TS KaTarkoudouyT@ Bias, Braoy cyoprndliver. Eufeb. 
ibid.. p. 246. 

(4). Meyadems Sé-Qnor — abyeren SE rayta mev 2 doyns Edwe ever, Surcomey xersous- 
vlna’ Bhaov de opka . . . . wallow, e@olus txasy dBwrvermovTa, xo} Babuaaye. TEIN CL BEING. 


cay. Ibid, Pag. 268. 


>) 


“a wall. 
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‘Ca wall.” (1) Eupolemus, ** The Babylonians faid, the 
“ firft Belus was the fame with Chronus, or Saturn; of 
“* whom was born another Belus.” Berofus, (2) « That 
‘‘Belus by the Babylonians is interpreted Jupiter.” 
(3) Diodorus agrees with Berofus. (4) Sanchoniathon 
reckons Jupiter Belus among the fons of Saturn; (5) He- 
rodotus deferibes the temple of Jupiter Belus at Baby- 
lon, as remaining in his time. The old (6) Latin Chro- 
nicle, publifhed by Scaliger, fays, ** They write’ that 
‘*Bilus was the firft king of Affyria. From the» Afly- 
‘‘rians, the Phenicians, and Perfians called him Gop 
‘(or Bel.] They tranflated this name by a Greek word 
‘‘prus [or Jupiter.] This Bilus firft reigned over the 
“‘ Affyrians Sixty Two years. After this reigned Ninus 
“« Fifty Two years. He built Nineve, a city of the Af 
“‘fyrians; and coming into Afia, was called Picus.” 


( 1) Babvaaylus 3 atyew @eproy yertSue Binary Sv coves Keivov* &x révs %} yevécs Baaoy. 
Eufeb. ibid. p. 244, 

(2) Tov 3 Biroy, dy 0) Ala ueSeounveveoy. Berofus apud Scalig. Graec. Eufeb. 

se 
. (3) Em 9 Ais, Gy xarsory of Babvaduor Baroy. Diodor. Lib. 3. p. 69. 

(4) Tpeis meides, Kpuvos Suovupos 7H mate, % ZEY= BHAOZ, % Amor. Sanchon. 
ap. Eufeb. Prep. Lib. 1. p. 24. 

(5) Ev 8 7G 79m, Asis Bhaou logy aecrxomvaoy, tat és hu toro en ty. Herodot. 
Lib. 1. c.-181. 

(6) Afyriorum primum regem feribunt Bilum, quem €S ab Affyriis, Phanices 
& Perfe, Deum vocaverunt. Hunc pium Graco nomine interpretaverunt. 
Bilus vero primus in Alfyrios regnavit annos 62 & partem Afia. Poft bec reg- 
navit Ninus annos 52. Hic condidit Niniven civitatem Afyriorum, &P veniens 
in Afia vocatus eft Picus. Scaliger. Addit. Latin. ad Eufeb. Chron. p. 74. 
This Chronicle is extraéted from Greek authors, and Scaliger allows it’s 
merit; tho’ he expreffes a contemptible opinion of the compiler. Excerpta 
utiliffima, ex priore libro chronologico Eufebii, €P Africano, €¥ aliis, Latine 
converfa ab .homine barbare, inepto, Hellenifmi &P Latinitatis imperitiffime. 
Pag. 58. 


Excufing 
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Excufing this author’s inaccuracies, it is plain, that his 
Bilus is the fame with Picus, who reigned Sixty Two 
years.. From all thefe accounts, I think, we may gather, 
that Jupiter, Belus, and Picus, were oné and the fame 
perfon: that he was fon of Saturn: that he fortified 
Babylon: and that he governed. the eaft as viceroy under 
his father; which perhaps is - intimated by his Latin 
name, Jupiter, or Young Father..'That the heathen 
eould not fee this, was owing to the blindnefs of their 
religion. I now leave others to determine the age of Be- 
lus; and when that is done, I believe, we thall not dif- 
agree much about the time of Jupiter’s death. 

We fee by the paflages above quoted, 
Only one Belus how dark eer ineaicted oie rec srigs of 
the Pagan Hiftory is: and a late learned (1) author in- 
ftead of clearing it up, has, Ithink, perplexed it ftill 
more, by making two Belufes; the frit a Babylonian, 
the latter an Affyrian. Zhe Babylonian, he fays, was op- 
pofed by Haic, the giant hing of Armenia, and after a 
bloudy engagement, was flain with moft of his Titans, as. 
Mofes Chorenenfis relates, Jrom Maribas of Catina. But 
thefe are authorities, that I can by no means pin my be- 
lief upon: the ftory having too much the air of to- 
mance. And therefore, to bring things to a nearer agree- 
ment in. time, I acknowledge only one Belus, and fup- 
pofe him to be Jupiter. 


(=) Mr. Jackfon’s Chronol, Antig. Vol, 1. Pp. 240. & 262,,263, 
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; The firft king mentioned in fa- 
Nimrod the Babylo- cred hiftory is Nimrod: whofe age 
is not afcertained by any appofite 
characters : only it is faid, (x) The beginning of his king- 
dom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad; and Calneh, in 
the land of Shinar. \f he was the ringleader of the buil- 
ders at Babel, which is no where intimated in {eripture, 
but has been believed, and-afferted, by the (2) moderns 
upon the authority-of (3) Jofephus; ‘he muft be the old2 
eft.of all poftdiluvian monarchs.» But it will admit of a 
queftion, whether he could be ‘even born at the time -of 
that building: nor is it probable, that a kingdom could 
be raifed fo foon after ‘the difperfion ; and: in the very 
place where the builders were confounded. It is faid in- 
deed ‘that Chus begat Nimrod, but this: (4) phrafe may 
not mean, that he was the next in defcent ‘from Chus; 
becaufe the fons of Chus, or his immediate defcendants, 
together with their defcendants, had been particularly 
{pecified juft before. (5)Some make Nimrod the fame 
with Amraphel, king of Shinar in the days of Abraham; 


nian Belus. 


(7 )vGenirxs vip: 

(2) Vid. Perizonii Origin. Babylon, .c. 8. 

(3) Antiq. Lib. r. c. 4. 

(4) I thall illuftrate this phrafe by a remark of the learned Dean Pri- 
deaux. When he [Ezra] is faid to be the fon of Seraiah, it muft be under- 
Stood in that large fenfe, wherein commonly in feripture any defcendant is faid 
to be the fon of any anceftor, from whom he was derived: and we need Seek no 
farther for an inftance of this, than the very text, where Ezra is faid to be 
the fon of Seraiah. For in the fame place, Azariah is faid to be the fon of 
Meraioth, though there were fix between. 2 Chron. c. 6, 7, 8,9. Conneétion 
of the Old and New Teftament. Par. I. Book V. 

(5) See Sir Walt. Raleigh Hift..of the world. Book I. c. 1. eee 


which 
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which is an epoch lefs liable to objeétions. (1) Others 
will have him to be Ninus, founder of the Affyrian em- 
pire. And (2)fome, with great probability, as I think, 
take Amraphel to be Ninyas the fon of Ninus. There 
can be no doubt, that Nimrod poffeffed Shinar, and 
made Babel, or Babylon, the capital of his kingdom ; 
from whence (3) Bochart, with others, concludes, that 
he muft be the fame with Belus, the frit king of Baby- 
lon mentioned. in profane hiftory. Babylonia I take to 
be the eaftern bounds of the Titan empire, that became 
a diftinct kingdom after the death of Belus; and by con- 
quefts grew at length into the Affyrian empire. The 
Affyrian princes feem to me, to have piqued themfelves 
upon being the true heirs, and fucceffors, of Belus; and 
by their continual wars, to have aimed at the fame ex- 
tent of power, and territory, that he poflefled ; though 
they could never attain it. Belus, I believe, will be found 
to be no other than’ Jupiter himéfelf, worfhiped under 
the name of Bel, or Baal, by all the eaftern nations ; 
and, as far as I can fee, the firft king, or hero, deified 
on this fide India. His worthip was fet up by (4) Ahab 
in Ifrael, and his altars in Judah were taken down b 


Hezekiah; for which he was (5) upbraided by the Affy- 


(1) Cumberland Orig. Gentium Antiquiff p. 166, 168. 

(2) Sir Walt. Raleigh. Ibid. §. 8. 

(3) Nimrodum eundem effe cum Belo, Nini patre, ratio temporum palam ar- 
guit. Phaleg. Lib. 4. c. 19. Vide etiam Voffium de Idolol. Lib. 1. c. 24. 

(4) 1 Kings. c. 16. v. 32. c. 18. v.18. 

(5) But if ye fay unto me, we will truft in the Lord our God, is not that 
He, whofe High Places, and whofe Altars, Hezekiah bas taken away; and has 
Jaid to Fudah, and Ferufalem, Ye foall worfbip before this Altar in Ferufalem, 
2 Kings. c. 18. y. 22. 


¢ rians. 










a 








18 The Hiftory and Chronology 
rians. Let me add that Ninus, the fuppofed fon and 
fucceffor of Belus, may be placed very near as high, as: 
where I fhall fix the death of Jupiter. 
The rei gps: The Greeks could not believe 
lie iy, of EIEE 18 | eae any thing had paffed in this 
firft Ara in Grecian La dephai bith 5 
Leora world before the appearance ot 
| the gods: nor could they cir- 
cumfcribe their gods within any limits of time. The 
reign of Ogyges in Beotia, according to Cenforinus, is 
the firft era in their fabulous antiquity, and muft be 
placed foon after the gods for which we need no other 
proof, than that every thing, whofe age could not be: 
traced out, was called (1) Ogygian. The Titan empire 
at the death of Jupiter, like a Meteor raifed to it’s full: 
height, naturally burft into a thoufand {mall fparks, or 
governments, kingdoms, dynafties, &c. all claiming their 
right under Jupiter; for the (2) regal power, or divine 
tight of kings, was always thought to be derived. from. 
him. Homer beautifully gives us his thoughts on the 
fubje@, by introducing the (3) Sceptre, the badge of 
royal authority; which, he fays, was given by Jupiter 
to Mercury, by Mercury to Pelops, and fo, through. a: 
fucceffion of kings, it came at laft into the hands of A- 
gamemnon. This, by the by, was the fecret reafon. for. 
making Jupiter the father of fo many gods and heroes. 
About that time, as it feems to me, the country of Boeo- 


(1) QLYTION. Agyeiov, meaany, % daepmeyedes. ty Alg Ti Qvyor ERT Upkas THY 
@ray. Suidas in voce. 

(2) Benadis-eicy tx Batrtay wary er Ais. Plato in Alcibiade. 

(3) Vid. Ihad. B. v. 104, 


tia, 
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tia, by fome means or other, fell to the fhare of (1) Ogy- 
ges king of the E@enes, and fuppofed founder of Thebes ; 
who is called an Autochthon, or Aboriginal, by which I 
underftand a (2) Scythian, or Scytho-Grecian. 

The deluge being only a fable, 
muft of courfe be a very vague, 
and precarious, epoch, that could 
never be exadtly fettled by the Greeks. All, I think, that 
we can be fure of, is, that if there was fuch a deluge, it 
muft be later than the deluge of Noah. For my own 
part, I cannot’ believe that any deluge happened in 
(3) Attica, or Beeotia, in the time of Ogyges; and ap- 
prehend,. that at firft they meant no more by it, than 
the univerfal deluge; which, they called Ogygian, for 
no other. reafon, but becaufe it preceded all their ac- 
counts of time. And then, later writers, to make it their 
own, could no where fix it, with greater propriety, than 


The Ogygian Deluge 


an uncertain Epoch 


(1) Tiy 3 rlw Orbutds vixnou weeny rbyeow Burluvos, Banna 3 evar tov Exlusoy ay- 
dpa Adro boven "Qyuyov' xg) Xm ToUTOU Tis TOMoIs TeY mNTOY émxanas és Tas ONbus Sev 
OQyyu. Paufanias in Beeoticis. 

(2) See Enquiries concerning the Firft inhabitants of Europe. Pag.18,57. 

(3) It may be afked, How came the Athenians to have any fhare in 
this deluge? I anfwer, Ogyges is acknowledged to be the oldeft king up- 
on record, and he lived in Beeotia, of which the city of Thebes was a 
ftanding monument: by this means the Thebans would have a.claim to 
higher antiquity, than the Athenians; a thing which the latter could never 
brook. Therefore, out of a nice point of honour, they were content to 
be involved in the common ¢alamity with their neighbours the Boeotians ; 
and as a proof of it called their country Ogygia. Eaéjem x9} i Athus mace 
Qype, ws Xdeak ty ris xeormois. Steph. Byzant’ in Qwya. I fufpedct too, that 
becaufe Ogyges was called king of the Eéenes, they framed the fable of 
their king AZeus, in order to ftrengthen their pretenftons. Cecrops mar- 
ried the daughter of Afeus, from whom their country A¢tica, was for- 
merly called Avlae, Aéfea, or Aéfica. Vid. Paufan. in Atticis. p. 4. Chron. 
Marm. Oxon. Epoch, 1. 
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in the country where Ogyges lived. But whether he was 
{wept away with the reft of his people, or furvived the 
deluge, authors are not agreed. 

Of thofe little ftates that rofe 
out of the ruines of the Titan 
empire in Greece, the oldeft, of 
which we have any records, were this of Ogyges, in At- 
tica and Beeotia, and thofe of Sicyon, and Argos, in Pe- 
loponnefus. The ancient fable of Phoroneus, preferved 
by Hyginus, gives us an obfcure account of the begin- 
ning of thefe kingdoms, and fays, (1) ‘¢ Inachus fon of 
“‘ Oceanus had by his fifter Archia Phoroneus, who is 
‘< faid to be the firft mortal king that reigned ; men long 
‘“‘before his time living difperfed about the country, 
‘without laws, and {peaking one common language, 
‘under the empire of Jupiter. But when Mercury had 
‘* interpreted the different languages of men, from whence 
‘Can interpreter is called Hlermeneutes, he divided the 
‘‘nations; and then began difcord among mortals, be- 
“caufe Jupiter was not appeafed. Then he conferred 
“‘ the regal power firft on Phoroneus, becaufe he firft ap- 
‘¢ pointed facrifices to Juno.” ‘This difcord among mor- 


States that arofe out of 
the Titan Empire. 


(1) Inachus Oceani filius, ex Archia forore fua procreavit Phoroneum, qui 
primus mortalium dicitur regnaffe. Homines ante fecula multa fine oppidis le- 
gibufque vitam exegerunt, una lingua loquentes fub Fovis imperio. Sed poftquam _ 
Mercurius fermones hominum interpretatus eft, unde Hermeneutes dicitur effe in- 
terpres, (Mercurius enim Grace Hermes vocatur) idem nationes diftribuit : 
tum difcordia inter mortales effe cepit, quod Fovi placitum non eft. Itaque ex- 
ordium regnandi tradidit Phoroneo, ob id beneficium quod Funonis facra primus 
fecit. Hyginus Fab.143. Phoroneus Inachi filius Arma (1). Aram] Funonm 
primus fecit, qui 0b eam caufam primus regnandi poteftatem habuit. Idem 
Fab. 274. 


tals 
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tals undoubtedly {prung from the fetting up of new ftates 
and kingdoms. 


M3 If any credit is due to this 

polite fA a dies ciate S| fable ; ice Jupiter’s death, 
? "it was the office of Hermes 

or Mercury, to fettle the limits of people and nations ; 
and, I imagine, gave rife to the notion of his being the 
inventor of (1) Geometry. This power, I fuppofe, ex- 
tended no farther than the weftern empire, which it is 
faid was bequeathed to him by his father. Tokens of his 
exercifing {uch a power, were formerly to be feen in ma- 
ny countries, either by heaps of ftones, or quadrangular 
ftone pillars, the moft ancient (2) boundaries of land. 
His principal refidence was in Egypt; and thofe Mercu- 
tial pillars with infcriptions, from whence fo much hif- 
tory and learning of all kinds are thought to be derived, 
feem to me to have been no more than thefe boundary 
ftones, that marked out the greater diftri@s of land. 
And of this fort were probably thofe pillars, which the 
Egyptians afterwards fabuloufly afcribed to Sefoftris. 
When the Greeks became Egyptianized, among other 
euftoms they learnt that of fetting up fquare ftones for 
landmarks to fecure their property, and called them 
(3) Herme in honour of the deity; as if their title to the 
land was founded on his appointment. This cuftom, I 


(1) Tey > [Owd. i.e. Hermem)- aesroy cupe Deomerecay Gj Agmyouay. Plato 
in Phedro. Vol. 3. p. 274. Ed. Serran. 
(2). Avaretver SY Cmte Tes Kouas Ogos, 


2 ¢ \ / . > fod \ / 
mae 6 xe4 Nexedamoviay ga anToo mess Apyetous 

d \ , > \ oa A oe fal 

oe 4 Teyedras cso, esnvan > bh 


~ ef - # ~ / sy af 
Tols Deets Eplecs AiSou, xgy 78 poe Ts covoue. Pau- 


fan. Corinthiac. p.157. Ed. Sylb. 
(3) EPMAIO= AOTOS. Tis owpis.F Aiwy, EP 
ms Ot, eddies ae. Hefychius. 


MAS. tes éy. odbis 2oplves ets Tiplie 


fuppofe,, 
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fuppofe, was begun by Cecrops, for I find the (1) Athe- 


nians fet the example to the reft. When the arts of fta- 
tuary and {fculpture came into vogue, they adorned thefe 
pillars with a human head, and in more polifhed times 
with (2) drapery down to the middle but no lower; the 
figure ending in a fquare ftone. Some artifts added the 
(3) obfcene parts; but the legs, and feet were always 
wanting. From the Greeks the Romans formed their 
god Terminus, whofe name (4) implies that His original 
came from Hermes; and His figure is fo well known, 
and an{wers to the Hermz abovementioned, that it needs 
no further defcription. 

From (5) Inachus, father of Pho- 
roneus, the Grecian hiftory is faid 
to begin: (6) Agialeus brother of 
Phoroneus was the founder of the Sicyonian kingdom = 
Ogyges, Inachus, Phoroneus, and Aigialeus, are all called 


The time of Ogyges 
computed. 


(4) ASuvaoy 3 73 onua 7 Teresyavby thy tet res Bpuats, xo} meg Térey Mepadn. 
xeow of aro Pautan. Meffeniacis p. 278. Ed. Sylb. 

(2) Ev 3 reJ Tupac 73 ary 78 Epuis, dumrepoulwe pty toiney ipuccttory nerannyer 3 
Bu és whdas, BMA és 7d Terex ywvey Opi [hee Idem Arcad. P- 520. 

(3) Vid. Montfaucon. Antiq. Expliq. Vol. 1. pag. 136. Pl. 77. & He- 
rodot. Lib. 2. c. 50, 51. 

(4) Tysris quafi Tees dittus eff rm ris ilocws, id eft ab injuria. Nam ama- 
bant majores, ubi afpiratio.erat, © ponere. Servius ad 7En. VIII. v. 390. 

(5) AB x64 Tos Avyso gw Tis Enluinys isveras apy lus dn Tudou aver ToL Apyetou. 
‘Ocellus Lucanus Me Tévl@’, five de Univerfo. c. 3. Mr. Jackfon’s reafon 
for making Inachi regnum, a falfe reading, for Jlii Excidium, is, Becaufe the 
reign of Inachus-was not any Aira amongft the ancient Greeks. But I think 
it appears from hence to be.a very confiderable one: tho’ it might be fet 
too high, or too low, in this qark period of Chronology. See Chronolo- 
gical Antiquities. Vol. 3. p. 331.* 

(6) Qxeavis  Twdvos piveTes mais Way @ dp’ € mayor ey” Aoyes “lax Ge rérou xg) 
MeAlosus Tis Qneavs, Dogwvens Te yoy Alpers waides eyvovro. Asyaatos piv ty aed 


amSavovlos 9 wes amon Aindarcie txanan. Apollod. Lib. I. c. 1. 
Autoch- 
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Autochthones > and the (1) deluge is faid to have hap- 


pered in the time of Phoroneus. By- thefe circumftances 
it appears to me, that all thefe kingdoms began about 
the fame time: and yet by a reckoning of kings, and the 
years of their reigns, the (2) Sicyohian kingdom began 
near 400 years before the Argive. Either therefore the 
Greeks had raifed their antiquities fo many centuries too 
high, which is*(3) Sir Ifaac Newton’s opinion ; or per- 
haps, through fome defect in the catalogue of kings, had 
brought them down too low in the cafe of the Argive 
kingdom: one of thefe two fuppofitions muft be granted, 
before we can bring the time of Agialeus to.coincide with 
that of his brother Phoroneus. As the Jews preferved. 
genealogies and fucceflions, fo the Greeks certainly had 
fome method of keeping records of their kings, and of 
the years of their’ reigns; otherwife (4) Caftor Rhodius 
the chronologer in Julius Cefar’s time could not have 
collected. the catalogues, both of the Argive and Sicyo- 
nian kings, as we find he did. And may we not think, 

that thefe records were more carefully preferved in anie 
kingdoms, than in others? The,Thebans feem to have loft 
all theirs, between the time of Ogyges and Cadmus: and 
the Athenians to have forgot all that paft before the time of 
Cecrops: nor had the Arcadians, who boafted {fo great an- 
tiquity, any left before Lycaon, whom (5) Paufanias makes 


(2) Ep [Ogyg ge] yeyovey 6 veya 1G) TEPT@ ty TH Atlin LAT AKAVTLIS,, Pogey bas 
Agy elev Bacircwov Tos, as AxsolAnos isopet. Euteb. Prep. Evang. Pie. c. Tae 
(2) See Mr Jackfon’s Chronol. Antig. Vol. 3. 
(3) See the Introduétion to his Chronology. 
of Eufeb. Canon. Chron..Grec. p. 19, 25. 
(5) Aono 3 96 e Kexp pom HALE ae Bemrcnas pTh AStwaiay, ay Avr ots ever nw ow- 


rus, Paufanias in Arcadicis. p. 456. Ed. Sylb. 


cotemporary 
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cotemporary with Cecrops. For want of better evidence 
we are forced to admit thefe jejune accounts of time, 
where, it muft be owned, we have little more than a 
bare lift of kings names, without a fufficient number of 
facts to atteft them. If the (1) Sicyonian Era is the point 
from whence we are to reckon, it will fall about the year 
2170 before Chrift, or about 1400 before the Olym- 
piads ; if from the time of (2) Inachus and:Phoroneus, 
about 1700 before Chrift, and about 1000 before the 
Olympiads. Whether of thefe two is the right, I have 
not authority enough to determine; the reader mutt 
judge for himfelf. Cenforinus, as it feems to me, meant 
to compute by the former; by placing the Ogygian de- 
luge 400 years before Inachus. The chief criterion I 
make ufe of, is the religious rites of Greece ; which I 
think could not begin, whilft any of the Gods were liy- 
ing; notwithftanding what is reported of Saturn facri- 
ficing to Uranus, and of Jupiter to Saturn. The Cabiric 
myfteries were -confeffedly their oldeft worlhip; and I 
think, could not take place, as religious rites, till after 
Jupiter’s deceafe. Terah the father of Abraham is the 


(1) See Mr Jackfon’s Chronological Antiquities. Vol. 3. p. 302, 303, 
c 


(2) Tho’ we give it as the common opinion, that Inachus lived about 
1000 years before the Olympiads, yet it was not generally fo received. 
For Eufebius obferves that ‘‘ Many reckoned from Inachus the firft, to 
“¢ Sthenelus the ninth, Argive king, 413 years.” "Es 3 x2! chs onrte died Pa 
RPTS Ivdxs, tos TE O TSyevéax érov ry. Eufeb, Can. Chron. p- 24. Add thefe 
413 years to the time of Danaus, who difpoffeffed Gelanor, fon of Sthene- 
lus; and they will fet Inachus’s age 1200 years before the Olympiads, and 
near 2000 before Chrift; which anfwers to the reckoning of Cenforinus. 


firft 
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firlt (1) idolater we read of; and (2) Eufebius and 
(3) St Epiphanius date the gentile worfhip no higher, 
than from the time of Serug grandfather of Terah. Se- 
rug’s age is determined by (4) {cripture; and part of his 
life will fall in with the Sicyonian Era; and I could not 
fet the Grecian idolatry higher than his time. From the 
times of Ogyges and Inachus, the Autochthones and Pe- 
lafgians were mafters of Greece; till new colonies ar- 
rived under Cecrops and Danaus from Egypt, Deucalion 
from Scythia, Cadmus from Phenicia, when the Pelaf- 
gians began to decline in power, and at length were 
obliged to feek new feats in Italy, and other countries. 
Different zras are affigned to thefe new colonies; but 
between the firft and laft, I cannot fuppofe the diftance 
of fo much as one century ; and all to be later than the 
migration of the children of Iftael from Feypt. Deuca- 
lion brought with him another deluge into Greece, which, 
by the faireft: account, may be placed ‘400 years’ before 
the deftruGion of Troy; and we are told, that between 
Ogyges' and Deucalion was an (5) interval of 600 years. 
This reckoning places Ogyges 1400 years before the 


(1) Your fathers dwelt on the other fide of the floud in old time, even Terab 
the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor : and they ferved other gods. 
Jofhua. c.24. v. 3, 

(2) Eyewhsa Sephy, sre ames ros ngkaro F Exlunous, 1) 78 Mbyydlos ris Esdwaonareclare 
Eufebii Greca apud Scalig. pag. 13. 

(3) Enluigquis x0 F Neivey F Seping evackdudvas’ akg ad Brdoronergense Sz Epi- 
phan. Refp. ad Epift. Acacii. 

(4) Gen. XI. v. 22, 23. 


(5) Inter Ogygum fane {P Deucalionem medium evum ve annis datur. Jul. 
Solinus Polyhift. c. 11, 


D Olympiads ; 
































duo millia annorum &8 centum: funt, Varro de re Ruftica, Lib. 3, 
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Olympiads ; which nearly agrees with Varro, who fays, 
(1) Thebes was built by Ogyges 2100 years before his time. 
This too correfponds with the Sicyonian era; and by 
my reckoning will make Ogyges almoft coeval with 
Jupiter; and with great probability was the true time 
of his exiftence. 
AL fummary deduttion of h fis ea readers peepee l 
times to the Chriftian SS Dee 
particulars of my calculation ; 
£3 for their greater eafe I fhall 
fubjoin a table, or deduction of times, drawn from. the 
authorities above quoted. The f{carcity of materials, with 
the different computations of authors, may excufe the 
want of precifenefs, in a period of years that begins fo 
far back from the Chriftian era: but if we can come 
within fifty, or even an hundred, of the true age of the 
feveral facts; it is certainly more fatisfacory, than to 
know nothing at all of the time when they happened, 
For this reafon I avoid all fractions, as quite unneceflary, 
and compute only by whole numbers. It is well if we 
can come near to: the truth by this way of reckoning; 
and thofe who have endeavoured to be more exact, after 
all their pains, I am afraid, will be found jto have come 
never the nearer. 


(1) Thebe, quae ante cataclyfmon Ogygi condita dicuntur, ee tamen circiter: 











The Titan Age calculated. 


Years 
Uranus fuppofed to reign 30. 
60. 
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Fabulous Age of Cenforinus. 
Years 


Ogygian Deluge bef. Inachus 400. 
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Varro’s Account of time. 
Years 
Ogyges bef. Varro 2100. 








Saturn Inachus before Deucalion 400. Varro before Chrift 70. 
Jupiter a 60. Deucalion before Troy —~ 400. The Titan Empire 150. 
Ogyges before Deucalion 600. Troy before the Olympiads 400, 

Deucalion before Troy 400. The Olympiads —— 770. Before Chrift 2320. 
Troy bef. the Olympiads 400. 

Olympiads before Chrift 770. Before Chrift 2370. 





Before Chrift 2320. 


This method of calculation may pafs for true, till fome 
‘body fhall find out one more accurate. In the mean time, 
I leave the authorities to ftand or fall by their own 
weight: and only poftulate, what I think cannot be de- 
nied, that Varro and Cenforinus could mean nothing 
more by the Fabulous Age, than the time that began 
with the firft gods, or kings of Greece, and ended at the 
Olympiads. The Ogyeian deluge therefore, from whence 
Cenforinus begins his computation, as being the firft fa& 
recorded in hiftory, -muft be the beginning of what I call 
the Titan empire; which he places'1600 years before 
the Olympiads. This occafions a difference of 50 years 
between his, and the collateral tables; which fifty years 
muft be added to the years of the gods, for they can 
come in no where elfe.. And if the reader fhall ‘think 
this confiftent with the zra of Idolatry, he may follow 
the reckoning of Cenforinus. 
To bring our calculations to the 
Thefe mara teft, we ck confront them with the 
RATED ae facred hiftory. And here we are un- 
Scripture. der fome difficulty at firft fetting out, 
occafioned by the prefent text of the Hebrew, varying 
from the Greek tranflation of the Septuagint. The He- 
2 brew 
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brew genealogies make Abraham to live only 292 years 
after the floud; the Greek 10725 fo that here is a dif- 
ference of 780 years. Abraham, I think, cannot be fup- 
pofed to live fo early as 292 years after the floud ; be- 
caufe this term does not allow fufficient time for the pro- 
pagation of mankind. And for this reafon alone the 
Hebrew chronology muft be rejected: tho’ there are not 
wanting other good reafons, to think that it has been 
corrupted, and that defignedly, by, the» Jews, I. know 
that (1)learned men. have computed the increafe of man- 
kind to the amount of. many millions about that time; 
but, admitting their computations to be juft, they do. 
not inform us how thefe millions were difpofed.of on the 
face of the globe : and few of them feem to me-to-have 
come into Chaldza, Mefopotamia,, Arabia, or Canaan. 
For tho’ we find the earth peopled in the true time of 
Abraham, at leaft as far as Egypt:, tho’ we. find. cities. 
and countries. governed by kings, and they at war with 
one another; yet, if we may judge from. the number 
of their forces brought into the field, the countries there- 
about were even then but thinly inhabited. . I have ex- 
tracted a fhort {cheme of chronology, from a good (2) au- 
thority, which the reader I believe will find. frilly agree- 
ing with the times of {cripture; and he may judge, whe+ 
ther the facts mentioned in Greek authors.come properly, 
and without forcing, into the’ places which I have allot- ° 


ted them, in this dark period of profane hiftory. 


(1) See Bp Cumberland’s Orig. Gent. Antiquifl. p. 150. 
(2) Mr Maffon’s Sacred Chronology of the Pentateuch, publifhed with 
Mr Parker’s Biblioth, Biblica, Oxon. 1727. 


The 
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Before Chrift. 


The Floud began. 3247- The Scythian Age began 
Arphaxad fon of Sem born, 324.5; according to St Epiphanius. 
: Adv. Heref. Lib. I. 
Cainan fon of Arphaxad 3110. 
born. 


Salah fon of Cainan born. 2980. 
Noah died 350 years after 2897. 
the floud. 
Heber fon of Salah born. 2850, 
Sem died 600 years old. 29a ke 
The building of Babel. se te ars 
Peleg, or Phaleg, fon of 4716. 
Heber born. 
At his birth the difperfion 
of mankind. 
Ragau, or Reu, fon of 2 586. 
Phaleg born. . 
Serug fon of Rew born. 2454. 


7 


2347. In the Scythian Age, about 
| 900 years, or more, after the 
floud,. we place the expedi- 
tions of Bacchus and Uranus 

from the north. 
8 oe 6 Thefe Gods formed the Two: 
(1) firft. great empires that we: 


{1) Some perhaps may think tle Chinefe empire older than thefe of 
Bacchus arid Uranus, becaufe the firtt king Fohi may be placed a.century. 
or two before our Bacchus: but it muft be obferved, that their mot au- 
thentic books begin the hiftory with Iaus, Yao, or Yau, the good empe- 
rour, who reigned before Chrift 2337. Vid. Couplet Chrenol. Sinic. Pag. 3. 
this differs but a little from the age of our Bacchus. And if any author 
ef note, from the name, time, and general character of both, fhould be 


tempted to think, that Jaus and Bacchus were the fame perfon; I fhall not 
go about to difprove him, 


read 
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Nahor fon of Serug born. 2324. 
2300. 


2295. 


ewes 


Terah fon of Nahor born. 2245. 
22377, 
2223. 


Abraham fon of Terah 2r7e. 


born. 


eo ees 


Serug died 330 years old. 2124. 


read of in profane hiftory : the 
one in the eaft, the other more 
weftward. 

Some time after Bacchus, we 
fuppofe the Indian Hercules to 
have flourifhed. 


About this time we fuppofe 
Saturn to reign, and the Titan 
war to commence, which was 
continued by the Giants. 

Jupiter fon of Saturn and 
Rhea born. ~ 

Jupiter was engaged with 
his father in the Titan war,” 
and at laft put an end to it. 


Jupiter fole monarch on his 
father’s abdication. 

Callifthenes’s Babylonian Ob- 
fervations began about this 
time. Vid. Simplicius in Arift. 
de Calo. Lib. 2. 

Jupiter died 120 years old. 


Some time after this, we 

fuppofe the kings, mentioned 
by Greek authors, to be fet- 
tled in their refpective govern- 
ments: Ninus in Affyria; Zo- 
roaftres in Bactria; Menes, or 
Ofiris in Egypt; Ogyges in 
Beeotia; Inachus, Phoroneus, 
ang fEgialeus, in Peloponne-- 
us. 
_ With Serug ended the Scy- 
thian Age of St Epiphanius ; 
and then began Hellenifm, er 
Gentile Idolatry. 


Abraham 
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wee Ninus fet up the worfhip of 
Belus ir Babylon. Vid. 8. Hie- 
ronym., in Hofeam. ¢.2. V. ¥%:. 
Abraham came into Mefo- 2105. 
— potamia, leaving Chal- 
dea, as it is thought upon 
the account of Idolatry 


— prattifed there. 
¥erah died. He ferved 2100: 
- other gods. 
Abraham came into: Ca- 2099- Now we read of many kings 
- baa ty _ in the hiftory of Mofes, Am- 


raphel king of Shinar, Che- 
derlaomer and his confede- 
rates, the king of Sodom, &c. 
Melchifedeck of Salem, Abi+ 
melech of Gerar, Pharaoh of. 


Ifhmael fon of Abraham 2089... aad 
born. ahah 
Ifaac born. pte ASTSS 
Jacob.and Efau born. 201g, 
Abraham died 175 years 2000. 
old. | 
Lfaac died aged 180. 1896. 
Jacob died in Egypt aged 1865. 
147. 
Mofes born. FAC. 
qa 


IL 
Exodus of the Ifraelites 166 
from Egypt. | 


ad 
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Dae gon eat ; After this Epoch I place the 

bn FER everal migrations of Cecrops, 
oat J Danaus, Deucalion, and Cad- 
mus: and believe that they happened. at no great dif- 
tance of time from each other. . What occafioned fuch a 
conflux of foreigners, we are not told as I remember-by 
any hiftorian. It appears that they were driven from 
other countries, but how they came to take. refuge im 
Greece, is the queftion. Greece feems to have been, at 
that time in a defencelefs ftate, either through the indo- 
lence, or the want, of inhabitants, or both. The Pelaf- 
gians, then in poffeflion, were at firft intruders, but by 
degrees naturalized to the country; and all that related 
to it. was now in.their hands. The new comers neglected 
the ancient Pelafgic hiftory; and the natives, where any 
were left, may be fuppofed to have loft their fpirit with 
their liberty, and took no further care about it. That 
the Greeks could have no credible hiftory or chronology 
before this time, has been urged from the want of Iet- 
ters; an objection that may be made to all hiftories wrote 
before that period: and yet this want might be fupplied 
by other means, unknown to us at prefent. The hiftory 
and chronology of the world before Mofes- was carefully 
preferved, but not by letters. The hieroglyphics of the 
‘Chinefe and Egyptians carried on the hiftory of thofe 
nations without any other affiftanee. Among the Greeks, 
fongs delivered down from father to fon, as is obferved 
of their northern anceftors, might be fufficient to pre- 
ferve facts, fucceflions, generations, &c. Or if fome- 
thing more than bare memory was required ; the Greeks 
were not of fo dull a genius, but that they could invent 
real 
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real characters or fymbols to exprefs their thoughts and 
meaning. And this, I believe moft people agree, was 
the (r) practice of all other nations before the invention 
of letters. It is certain that feveral things relating to 
the ancient ftate of Greece efcaped the general diffipa- 
tion. The name of Ogyges in Beeotia might be preferved 
by tradition only: but thofe lifts of the Argive and Si- 
cyonian kings were probably regiftered in the temple of 
Juno at Argos. The order of prieftefles of Juno began 
in the reign of Phoroneus ; and Hellanicus the Lefbian, 
one of the oldeft Greek hiftorians, (2) adjufted his hif- 
tory to their times, as moft certain epochs. If the new 
colonies deftroyed the old records, they however made 
the Greek hiftory fome amends by their care afterwards: 
for from this time it begins to put on a better face, tho’ 
ftill clouded: with fable. We now find a greater number 
of faéts committed to writing, more genealogies and fuc- 
ceflions recorded, and: in fhort materials of all kinds for 
the hiftorian; who yet could not effeQually exercife his 


(1): Perhaps I cannot better illuftrate this practice, than by an ancient 
wooden inftrument, formerly in ufe with our anceftors, and’ derived to 
them from, the Saxons and Runes: I mean the Clog Almanack. or Ca- 
lendar. This without letters points out diftin@ly, not only the days and 
months of each quarter of the year; but the Saints Days, and: other Chrif- 
tian feftivals, by intelligible characters. The feveral feafts of the Virgin 
are denoted by the figure’ of an Heart, the Epiphany by a Star, St Dun- 
ftan by a wide fpreading Plant, or Flower, St Peter by Two Keys, St Lau- 
rence by a Gridiron, &c, See Dr Plot’s. Hiftory of Staffordthire. Pag. 
420, 421, &c. 

(2) Qs @ Endyn@® 6 Atobids gua Terry Tere westecov Tov Tpaixav, AAKYONHS 
Teeauiuns ty Meyer x2 20 txrov xo) esxosty 7G’. Dionyf. Halicarn. Lib. I. p. 18. 
Avarcagas, (quis Tov leptar, h Tous aealdois Tay OAuumddey. Idem. De Charaét. 
Thucydidis, 


E talent, 
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talent, till the poetical hiftory was forced to give place 
to profe writing. A 

ty, As we have fuppofed the Greeks to 
DRI? be a colony onan Scythia, and their 
hiftory to begin from Scythian gods ; 
we may be permitted to go a little out of the way to en- 
quire into the origin of the Scythians themfelves. The 
hiftory delivered to us by Mofes is the moft (zr) ancient 
of all hiftories now known, and therefore muft be the 
ftandard of the reft. Where heathen authors do not dif- 
fer from it, they may be credited: and where they have 
mifapplied any parts of it, we know where to have re- 
courfe, to come at the truth. This hiftory is a sketch, 
or abftract, of the hiftory of the world: not meant to 
give a compleat hiftory, for that would have been too 
large. The chief defign of it is, to fhew the defcent of 
the Jews from their great anceftor Abraham, and his 
from Sem. Upon this account the beginning of the Af- 
fyrian empire is flightly touched upon, becaufe it com- 
prehended Babylonia, Chaldza, Mefopotamia, countries 
where Abraham is faid to have fojourned. But little no- 
tice is taken of Japhet; tho’ there are feveral reafons to 
think him the eldeft fon of Noah, and his family feems 
to be the moft numerous ; (2) feven of his fons being 
mentioned as the fathers of nations. That vaft part of 
the continent of Afia, bordered by the Cafpian fea to 
the weft, the Scythian, or icy, fea to the north, and the 


the Scythiaus. 


(1) Marlarosey Sy yodvex pdddov,. or oorKG dey ny ctorred rls macwy Tay ead isverav rus 
4 yee 5 FY 
Mauovas isvecay cvee ousCasves. Juftin. Mart. Admon. ad Gentes. 
(2) Genefis. Cap. 10. v.2. 1 Chron. Cap. 1. v. 5. 


eaftern 
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eaftern ocean, is {carce to be found in the hiftory : and 
yet by conftant tradition is believed to be the portion of 
Japhet, and of his pofterity; and the inhabitants to this 
day acknowledge him for their founder. 


The Northern Nations The Floud deftroy ed all me- 
believe, that they de. ™Otials of  patt times, except 
; 7 ae hat were preferved in the fa- 
Scended from Japhet. skp P 
mily of Noah: and therefore the 
records of nations, that would be thought to precede 
that epoch, and are not countenanced by the Mofaic 
hiftory, are void of all probability. Of this fort are the 
antediluvian dynafties of the Chaldeans and Egyptians, 
which ought to be configned to the land of fables ; be- 
caufe Mofes mentions no kingdoms or ftates before the 
floud ; and if he had, what way could there be of pre- 
ferving their hiftory ? For as to antediluviam (2) pillars, 
and infcriptions,. every reader now, I prefume, knows 


(1) The moft ancient memorials of things were probably preferved by 
engravings on Stones, or Pillars; but what we are told of the contents of 
thefe monuments, is liable to much fufpicion. Several authors boaft of de- 
riving their materials from them; and would perfwade us that they were 
the only repofitories of ancient knowledge. The Chaldeans, according to 
Berofus, had antediluvian writings, I fuppofe on tables of ftone, made by 
Xifuthrus, who was their Noah. Sanchoniathon took his Phenician Anti- 
quities from the writings of Taaut, or Mercury. Manetho the Egyptian 
hiftorian drew his dynafties, From Pillars that were fet up in the land of 
Sertad; a country that the moderns have fought for to no purpofe. Thefe 
infcriptions, he fays, were made by the firft Thoth, or Mercury, before 
the floud; and were tranflated into hieroglyphics by Agathodzmon, or 
the fecond Hermes, after the oud. From hence Jofephus. took occafion 
to frame the Pillars of Seth, fraught with aftronomical obfervations, Which, 
he fays, were fiill in being in the land of Siriad. But I think we have {aid 
more than enough of thefe fuppofititious records. See Stillingfleet’s Orig. 
Sacr. Book I. c. 2, : 
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what to think of them. What followed was not fo fub- 
je& to oblivion. The repeopling of the world by the 
three fons of Noah was a matter of hiftory, that it con- 
cerned every man to remember: nor is it eafy to con- 
ceive that their names could be forgot, till the earth was 
in a great meafure overfpread by their pofterity ; and 
then. perhaps remembered longeft in thofe countries, 
where the head of the family firft refided. It is a quef- 
tion that muft occur to every curious reader, “ From 
‘“‘ whence came this general perfwafion of the northern 
‘nations, that they were defcendants of Japhet?’ Had 
they it by primeval tradition, or from the books of Mos 
fes? Perhaps it will be anfwered, ‘ From Neither: 
but from their fouthern neighbours, the Arabians, Medes, 
and Perfians. But at what time could this happen? An- 
{wer. The Medes and Perfians might learn it from the 
Ten Tribes, who were difperfed among them by. (1) Sal- 
manafler ; and the Arabians, who carried their arms into 
Tartary, may be fuppofed to have had fome knowledge 
of the facred books, from the time of Mahomet. But 
where do the facred books exprefsly fay, that Japhet was 
the father of thefe northern nations? Anfwer. The pro- 
grefs of Sem and Ham is marked out by the Eaft, South, 
and Weft; and no other road, except the North, is left 
for Japhet. But this is not folving the difficulty; nor 
anfwering, but rather begging, the queftion. : 


(1) 2 Kings. c.17. v. 6, 
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3 r f letter 
Whar proun pf 29 0), Ever fince the rey ival re) ers, 
to reconcile facred to profane hif- 
are for Juch an 4 ; 
4 tory, has been the task of the learn- 
opinion. 


ed men of Europe, who knew very 
little of thefe northern regions of Afia. ‘The {criptures 
indeed intimate, that the Sons of Japhet, Gomer, Magog, 
&c. were fituated to the northward of Paleftine: but 
this is not fufficient to account for the general belief, that 
prevailed throughout that wide country of which we are 
fpeaking. The only ancient authour, who could’ afford 
the moderns any light, was Jofephus : and he has indeed 
placed the fons of Japhet to the north of Paleftine, but 
in fouthern climes, well known to the Jews, Greeks, 
and Romans; and perhaps for that very reafon, bécaufe 
they were well known; for he feems to be as ignorant 
as the moderns themfelves, of the countries beyond the 
Cafpian. And all that he fays to the purpofe, (r) is, 
** Magog was the anceftor of the Magogians who are 
** called by the Greeks Scythiais.” The Scythiatis made 
(2) irruptions at feveral’ times into foutherh Afia, and 
gained fettlements on that fide of the Cafpian and Euxine 
feas as far as Cappadocia; and their country might be 


(1) Mayans \ ahs da avs Masaryas bvopddev rds Oruidty SwwSes 3 bo avtoy C9 oe 
jogevowus. Antiq.’ Jud. Lib. I. c.6. Some learned moderns are of opi- 
nion, that the name, and memory, of Magog is preferved in the word 
Moguls, or Mogures, who are north-éaftern Tartars. Quod autem Tartaros 
principio MOGLOS Vocatos ait [Haithonus] eo non obfcuram gentis originem 
denotari fentio. Eft enim a Magog filio Fapheti, nee ambigam, inde nomen 
MOGLI ila manfiffe, uti etiamnum Turcos a Perfis MocoRES appellari fupra 
meminimus. Reiner. Réeineccius Append. in Haython. Armen. Hift. Orient. 
Cap. 16. 

(2) Herodot. Lib. I. ¢. 103, 104, 105. IV. c. 11, 12. 


called 
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called Scythia. Thefe then feem to be the Magogians, 
or Scythians, meant by Jofephus; but are extreamly dif- 
ferent from the Scythians beyond the Cafpian. The latter 
muft have been as little acquainted with Jofephus, as 
with the facred hiftory : and therefore there is more rea- 
fon to think, that this was an opinion kept up by tradi- 
tion among the inhabitants of the country; than that it 
arofe from this fingle, and imperfect, teftimony of Jo- 
fephus. For tho’ the ancient hiftory of the poftdiluvian 
world is now to be found in one book only, preferved by 
the Jews; yet there is reafon to believe, that its contents 
were common, and known to other nations, efpecially 
to the eaftern; as appears from fome of their fables quo- 
ted by modern travellers. 
The Turks and Tartars h From aparnee foever they had 
ds [cen ded from Fa- thew information, it is certain 
j that the Turks and Tartars, who 
ce make the bulk of the inhabitants 
of this vaft region, (1) afirm that, ‘¢ They are defcended 
‘from Turk eldeft fon of Japhis, who was the youngeft 
“fon of Nui.” This genealogy, allowing for it’s difa- 
greement with fcripture, which feems to make Japhet 
the eldeft fon of Noah, and Gomer eldeft fon of Japhet, 
may not be entirely without foundation. Efpecially if 
the pedigree ran thus, as perhaps it did originally, Turk 
youngeft fon of faphis, who was the eldeft fon of Nui. If. 
affinity of names is to be our guide in this cafe, and we 
feem to have little more at prefent; I would take Thy- 
ras, Tyras, or Turas, to be the perfon from whom the 


{1) See Abulghafi’s Hiftory of the Turks and Tatars. Book I. c. 2. 
Turks 
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Turks are defcended ; tho’ he is the laft in order of the 
fons of Japhet, and commonly reckoned the father of 
the (1) Thirafians, or, as the Greeks called them, Thra- 
cians. Affinity of found, we fee, is at the bottom of 
both opinions ; *and, I think, favours the Turks, at leaft 
as much as the Thracians. Befides, I have here the good 
fortune to agree with the Jewith rabbies: for the Tar- 
gums of Jonathan and Jerufalem, in giving the colonies 
and provinces of the feveral planters, at Gen. X. v. 2. 
inftead of the Hebrew Tiras, or Thiras, by others ren- 
dered Thracia, write PIN Turki, by which (2) Elias Le- 
vita underftands Zurcia. There is a way of reconciling 
this difference, by fuppofing the Thracians to have had 
at firft the fame name with the T urks, nor is this im- 
probable: for the Zurce of (3) Pomponius Mela, who 
feem to be the (4) Iurce of Herodotus, are placed in 
Afiatic Scythia, beyond the Tanais and Palus Meotis ‘ 


and were probably the frft people that entered, and fet- 
tled in Thrace. 


(1) Qegas Se Ccicas KE tudacow By nekey’ Enles SY Oedxay. MerWouacey, Jofeph. 
Antiq. Jud. Lib. I. c. 6. 

(2) Vid. Elia Levitee Lex. Chaldaic, & Buxtorf. Lex. Chald; 

(3) Juxta Thyffagete Tuarceque vaftas fylvas occupant, alunturque venando. 
De Situ Orbis. Lib. I. c. 22.. 

(4) Néuovrn Ovosuyeru, B3vQ wordy x94 tov Cobsar > daxh yf 
nevroxnuduvotor eioh Tolet byopret KerTou Loence. yoy &TOL dom Spas E 
rod. Lib. IV. c.22. Herodotus and Mela withou 
fame people, as being neighbours to the Thyflagete 
fame manner by hunting. The different reading m 
€rrour in the copies of Herodotus, occafioned by the 
ter T in Ix. The learned reader may poffibl 


the reverfe of a coin of Caraufius; which not many years fince produced, 


what fome antiquaries thought, a very great difcovery.; and others, that it 
was only owing to.a like mutilation of the fame letter, 


pus»: ouverees } TeToIa 
wotes rebre Toad. Hea 
t queftion meant the 
; and living after the 
uft be imputed to an 
mutilation of the let- 
y recolleé&t an infcription on 
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The Ruflians of Afia, aceord- 
ing to the eaftern writers, are de- 
{cended from (1) ‘*Rufs fourth fon 
‘“‘of Japhet.” Here another. diffi- 
culty ftarts up. From whence. could the eaftern writers 
receive this notion? Not from the Ten Tribes, nor from 
the Arabians; unlefs, they had: other copies of the He- 
brew text, than we have at prefent: and as to Jofephus, 
he is altogether. filent in this cafe. Rufs, it is certain, 
has ‘no affinity to. any {eripture name of the fons of Ja- 
‘phet, yet tends to corroborate the general opinion, That 
the northern, nations were defcended from him. The 
word. in the original means an Head, but fignifies:a per- 
fon, in the Septuagint-verfion of Ezechiel, (2) Sou of man 
Jet thy face againft Gog, in the land of Magog, the chief 
Rhos, Mefech and. Tubal, Whether this Rhos was the 
perfon, meant ‘by. the, eaftern writers, I know not ; he is 
omitted..n; Mofes’s; lift of the fons of Japhet, but by be- 
ing here joined with Magog, Mefech, and’ Tubal, feems 


to have a claim to be one of the number. 


| Upon the fuppofition that 
pa Dame aateh the-fons of Japhet were fituated 


in Southern Afia, the learned 
Bochart framed, what feems to me, a prepofterous, origin 
of the Ruffians. He found in Hebrew and. Arabic au- 
thors, that the river Araxes, which falls into the:Cafpian 
from the South, was called Rhos, and confequently the 


The Ruffians of Afia 
defcendants of Fa- 
phet. 


(1) See Abulghazi’s Hitt. of Turks &c. pag. 668. 
(2) Yue avSeda. sheccry 7 wejowmy o% 6h Toy, ®) rl yay 78 Mayay, apron, POS, 
Moox, % Cota. Ezek, c. 38. v..2. 
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country Araxene had the fame name. From whence he 
(1) conjectured, that thefe fouthern Scythians, or Rhos 
and Mefech, entered the Tauric Cherfonefus, which he 
finds was likewife called Rhos, and gave names to the 
Rufi and Mo/chi, or Ruffians and Mutcovites in Europe. 
But is it not more probable, that thefe people had thofe 
names before this imaginary return of the Scythians; and 
even before their firft irruptions into fouthern Afia? I 
could not but caution my readers again{t fo doubtful an 
hypothefis ; though it is foreign to our queftion, viz. 
How the eaftern writers came by their notion, that Rufs 
was the fourth fon of Japhet, and father of the Afiatic 
Ruffians: but to return to our fubject. 


The difficulty of treating Diodorus fays (2) “The 


‘times of the Fabulous Age, 
Fabulous Hiftory. “ before the Trojan war, can- 


‘not be precifely fettled, becaufe there is no fixt point 
“to be depended on, from whence they can be compu- 
*¢ted.” The ancient hiftorians therefore wifely declined 
the bufinefs, becaufe they could draw from thence no 
uniform fcheme of tranfa@ions. For inftance, no man 
could fet down to write the whole hiftory of Jupiter, 
without being aware of a thoufand parachronifms, that 
he muft be guilty of in the courfe of narration. Diffe- 


(1) Credibile eft ex Rhos & Mefech, id eff, ex Rhofis §2 Mofchis vicinis 
populis circa Araxem, de quibus Exechiel, defcendiffe Rufjos &@ Mofcovitas, L£en- 
tes in Europea Scythia celeberrimas. Ruff tranfmiffo Araxe, videntur primo 
occupaffe Tauricam Cherfonefum &F de fuo nomine Rhos appellaffe. Phaleg. 
Fab. 3. ¢,.38; 

(2) Tov & yewov rere Buckie ty Tate TH DELYURTEy Tis [2 wes Tay 


Tpotnav & AoeCousver BeCates, Ale 7 undey @DRgmy Ace TapeAnPevan mie TéTaY msevbuSvoy. 
Diodor. Lib, I. p, 4. 


F rent 




































42 The Eiifiory and Chronology 


rent names of the fame gods, together with different 
gods of the fame names, muft be often very perplexing ; 
and the fcene of the fame aétions, laid in different times 
and countries, muft occafion endlefs confufioh; and be- 
fides all this, the marvellous and incredible way of rela- 
ting them, was utterly inconfiftent with the modeft gra- 
vity of hiftory. The Philofophers on the other hand; 
who were the profeffed. guardians of virtue and religion; 
fhocked at the vices, which the gods had in common 
with the worft of mortals, frequently touched upon the 
facts; but called in allegory to their affiftance, and ex- 
plained them.to a more inoftenfive meaning. Thus, tho® 
they preferved the facts, they. annihilated: all the hit 
tory. 
: a But the moderns are: not under 
The fifi religionegf. the fame reftraints; for they know. 
ye that the heathen gods were men). 
SIP! and fubjec@t to human paffions; and 
ean diftinouifh truth from fiction in-the fables. What 
has chiefly embarraffed them in fearching into fabulous 
antiquity, is that inveterate error of the Greeks them- 
felves, ‘That all their religion came from Phenicia and 
‘‘ Egypt.” Whereas it is'very clear to me, and I believe 
will appear fo to others, upon their own reprefentation, 
that Uranus, the Titans, and Cabiri, their firft deities, 
came from the Pelafgians, Thracians, or Scythians; and 
that the Cabiric worfhip was. known, and eftablifhed 
in Greece, long before the arrival.of Cecrops, or any 
other Egyptian ftrangers: and, had it been known in 
Phenicia, Cadmus. needed not to. have gone fo far as 
Greece, or Thrace, to be initiated. 


Greece not from 
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ele Here it may be proper juft to-com- 
oy POL ” bs pare the anti wigae oe other nations 

eet with thofe of the Greeks; and to thew 
the connection they bear with each other. After the 
Autoéthones, whom I fhall venture to call Cimmerians, 
or Scythians, the Pelafgians muft be accounted the moft 
ancient people of Greece; but not aboriginal natives of 
the foil, as the later Greeks fondly imagined. Thefe, as 
we obferved before, were fo called from being a (1) fea- 
faring people, and came originally from (2) Thrace; and 
I fuppofe from the maritime coafts, both on this fide, 
and beyond, the Bofphorus: and, according to fome wri- 
ters, wandered over, and conquered almoft the (3) whole 
world. They feem to have been a mixture of people, 
that grew very numerous by gradual acceffions of men, 
who took to that way of life. They were all called Pe- 
lafgians from their profeffion ; though they might be of 
different nations, like the northern people, who invaded 
the weftern parts of Europe in the ninth and tenth cen- 
turies, called in our hiftorians by the general name of 
Pirates. 


{1) See Enquiries concerning Europe. Pag. 14, 41. 


(2) Tl Sxsadoyv tn @eguns aleldilis, ws Aby@’s 
Titaacya@ru. Scymnus Chius Perieg. p. 24. 


(3) AM of @, Teaaryhs Zi ardicn Tis olnepNus wravuSeyrar, aySeomy Toy wreiswy 
xexmioutlas, azo: xerox Plutarch. in Romulo. 
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The Pelafgians (1) inftituted 


the Cabiric myfteries in Samo- 
thrace, which is the farft notice 
we have of the Greek religion. Herodotus, fays, (2) «¢ The 
“ Pelafgians at firft facrificed, and: invoked the gods, 
‘ without calling them by their names, which they had 
“not yet heard of; but that a long time after they learnt 
“them from Egypt.” This is true in part; for tho’ the 
Cabiri without doubt had their proper names, yet they 
were always kept fecret in the myfteries. Cadmus and 
his followers, when they came into Beeotia, adhered to 
the Cabiric rites; but the other colonies who came into 
Greece about the fame time, with Cecrops, Danaus, and 
Deucalion, feem to: have introduced! other miodes of wor= 
fhip.. That of (3) Minerva in Attica began in the reign 
of Cecrops; Danaus built a temple to (4) Apollo Lycius 
im Argos; and Deucalion is faid to be the firft, who 
(5) built temples and altars’ to: the Twelve gods. I have 


The Pelafgian Anti- 
quities and Deities. 


(1) Flu zug! SceoSentalu clecy mesreemy Uenazyo) troy 0h 74g ASwvasote cuvolnor 2y4- 
VOVT, 494 Bd ToUTaY SauoSehines ra Opyiz opgatuCdven. Herodot. Lib. 2%. 
clas 

(2) ESvoy Se yoy mtvrn aesteeoy of Theaasyol Seoto ecreu po uiwol, ezovpily S 2S dvome 
émpiteyTo wteye autem’ &. 70g axaxovoar no’ —=Erdre 4 pave mins deaSovr@’, eavdpro: 
ee Tas Anuarrs damyulve. 70. tvoudle. trav Ocov. Idem, Lib. 2. c. 52. 

(3) Cecrope regnante primum in arce Oliva orta eff: © ex Minerve nomine, 
que Grace Athena dicitur, Athene nuncupate. Eufeb. Chron, A°. 460. 

(4) Apyeiors SL ray a 7H mone 7) emoavesetoy Buy Amwxoaves feegy Autiou’ 7 ky oop 
ayarue To 2D ipsy, Atiéarov Sy ASwate, Th hE apyas Aavas, @ dyads 0 7 Elavov dvd= 
Syua iy. Paufanias. Corinth, Lib. 2. p. 118. 

Cay EySa Tpounses 

lamenovids, dyaciv rine Aoumartove” 
Os weHT@ woince awbAeis, x) edtyaclo yds 
ASavdros, w@exT@ JY yg) chy ged zreov Castrcvoey. 
Apollon. Argon, 
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endeavoured to prove, that thefe Twelve Gods were the 
Cabiri, and that they were contemporary with Jupiter ; 
and fee no reafon yet to alter my opinion. This then 
feems to be the time, when gods were multiplied in 


Greece; when the Cabiri were feparately worfhiped, and 


their names made public ; and we may place it more 
than 1500 years before the Chriftian era, and 600 at 
leaft after the death of Jupiter. Jupiter, by all that ap- 
pears to me, was the firft monarch, in the weftern parts 
of the world, who received divine honours after death ; 
and when fuch revererce was paid to him, it was natural 
to deify his parents, Uranus and Saturn, and his other 
relations. Thefe all might be worfhiped by name in other 
countries, whilft the Greeks had only the Cabiric mytfte- 
ries: but ftill it will be impoffible to prove, that the 
Egyptians, Syrians, or even Affyrians, had any gods be- 
fore thefe Titan deities. The mifts, that always envelop 
fuch diftant antiquity, ‘exhibit the objects not only indif- 
tinély, but larger than the life: and the euides, who 
are to conduct us through them, are neither infallible, 
nor overfaithful. If they have in fome cafes brought 
down gods and heroes, lower than their proper time, 
they have in others fet them as much too high; and this 
often reprefents the objeé&s double to us: but upon a 
nearer approach, they will appear to be one and the fame. 
Ican find no arguments to perfwade me, that Jupiter 
Belus of Babylon, or Jupiter Ammon of Libya, were 


@ wEN / > t ; Pee 4 > / . 7 \ Tae 

On 3 uy 6 Adwwartoy Lanadee Crosurlas, EndunG by PERTH Aovierlovies Qcivs. x64 OTR 
/ i? } 

Aoddéna Ocay Bauss Ac ) 


: UAL OY idpuoure, Epdyin@ éy A) onsTe) Qucs OV Yy CLL [Mem Scho- 
Niaft. in locum. 
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older than the Grecian Jupiter: much lefs can I think 
that both of them came originally from (1) Egypt. Ju- 
piter, as well as Uranus before him, is faid to have 
(2) reigned over all the world; which at this time we 
think too much to be believed. But if we can prevail 
with ourfelves, to think, that he governed a large ems 
pire, extending from the borders of India weftward as 
far as Egypt; and confifting of territories-on both fides 
of the Cafpian, Euxine, and Mediterranean feas, fuch 
an empire as Tamerlane in later times poffeffed ; this 
might be all the world then known to the Greeks; and 
at the fame time may account for the worfhip of Jupiter 
in fo many diftant countries. Later hiftorians ufe the 
fame hyperbole in {peaking of Alexander and Tamerlane, 
Who conquered the whole world, and the cafe is exa@ly 
parallel in the latter inftance; for it is certain that Ta- 
merlane was mafter of this very empire of Jupiter, in 
more than it’s full extent: there being then no power 
able to controul him. 

Egypt made but a {mall part of 
this empire, and can no more be 
believed to be the birthplace of the 
gods, than that Jupiter reigned over the whole world. 
(3) Menes, or Menas, was the firft mortal king of Egypt, 


Lhe Egyptian Anti- 


guities and Deities. 


(1) KeSemrep xo} Aumov ev Arbon, xg} & ev Babvadvi BraG@’ & pty 2 aydeos Anuarin 
Bias 78 AiCuns ovoue B9ev, Apmoy 3 2 7S ideusnpx worwdvos. Paufan. Meffeniac. 
p. 261. Ed, Sylb. 

(2) Ovpaviv Bamrciou— xeraxnjrrdeu SX aitiv ris oixebws waco. Diod. Lib. 2. 
P. 133. Tov Aia pact Barindiou TS oUmvTos xoquov, xexordculior F Trravey. Idem. 
Pp. 145: 

(3) Baciatiou ameproy aySedzmy trcyov Miva. Herod. Lib. 2. c. 4. Mert rods 
Seks Tolvuy weproy Paci Baciatvow Tas Aras Meyay. Diodor. Lib. 1. 
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who reigned after the gods, and therefore muft be the 
fame with Ofiris: and we may allow him the fame an- 
tiquity, as (1) Phoroneus, or Ogyges, in Greece. Ofiris 
bore the names of feveral gods, but of none fo old as 
Saturn. (2) ‘Some called him Serapis, Bacchus, Pluto, 
“Ammon, Jupiter, and fome took him to be Pan.” 
The (3) infcriptions, quoted by Diodorus from other au- 
thors, on the pillars at Nyfa in Arabia, pretended that 
he, and Ifis, were fon and daughter of Saturn; which I 
think fhews that they could carry his genealogy no high- 
er. Vulcan is properly the oldeft deity of Egypt; a 
(4) temple being built'to him by the firft mortal: king 
Menes. Vulcan was one of the twelve great gods, con- 
temporary with Jupiter;: and therefore I think it loft la- 
bour to feek for him any further. Mercury, one of the 
twelve gods, is another of their oldeft deities; and we 
have already hinted, that he had the: adminiftration of 
affairs after Jupiter’s deceafe. By his titles of Mefienger, 
Herald, Embaffadour, and interpreter to the gods, he 
feems to' have held the office of Viceroy, Lieutenant, or 
Prime Minifter, under Jupiter; or, as the /E gy ptians 


(a) Anticlides in Aigypto inveniffe quendam nomine Menona tradit, quindecim 
annis ante. Phoroneum antiquifimum Gracie regem, idque monumentis adprobare 
conatur. Plin. Lib. 7. c. 56. 

(2) Tiv Octew of &@ Sdeamy, of } Asdyvccy, of 3 Mlaéqwya, of 3 Auuord, Twis > Ala, 
morro 3} Wave. vevopuxeor. Diodor. Lib. 1. p. 15. 

(3) EQ EIMI H FOY NEQTATOY KPONOY @LOY.@YTATHP MPESBYT ATH, 

Ifis. 
TIATHP MEN E=TI MOI: KPONOS NEQTATOS ©ELQN AHANTON. 
Ofiris. Diodor: Lib. 1. p. 16. 

(4) Os 3d Mul céty 7d aero yevopSuwo Cacirel 

idpvcades ty wri, iy aera iy akamyrordly. Herodot. Lib. 9. c. 99. 
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called him, ‘was (1) Secretary, and Privy Counfellour 
‘of Ofiris.” From all this I conclude, that the Egyp- 
tian gods were of the Titan race, and had no greater 
claim to antiquity than the Greeks: and that when au- 
thors {peak of the gods being derived from Egypt, they 
are to be underftood of that train of ceremonies, that 
always attended the religious worfhip of the Egyptians : 
and thefe, we acknowledge, (2) came from Egypt, and 
I think can be no older than the time of Cecrops, who 
was contemporary with Deucalion. Thofe who pene- 
trate, further than Iam able, into the Egyptian theolo- 


gy; may perhaps affert that thefe Titan gods were not 


the primitive gods of the country, but the natives had 
feveral more ancient, as Ophion, Cneph, Ptha, Neith, 
Athyr, Bubaftis, &c. But moft of thefe are (3) known 


to be Egyptian names for the Grecian gods; and when 


their antiquity fhall be clearly made out, it will be time 
to {peak of the others, if — oe any. 

“hey ; The Phenician antiquities are 
The Phenician Anti- old traditions and i: colleé&ted 
into a fort of hiftory, as it is faid, 
by (4) Sanchoniathon, It feems to be wrote at a time, 
when nations vyed with each other about their antiqui- 
ties; and with defign to give the preference to Phenicia 


quities and Deities. 


(1) Trader Sia’ oro [Ofiride] putaise mavrov ti Eouny —= xadvas db rods wel 
Ty Osiey réroy enovras IfgorypappnTec cemayT ares BPoruvaKolvecer, xoy Marise paces 
7 Térs Zuplsaia. Diodor. Lib. 1. p. ro. 

(2) Tavuyvecas St UC HO} MOULTOS, xe) MITA BEPTOL aySpdmev Arye eat of 
woe wSwoly %) wpe. TéTey Entwes Me uaSnnect. Herodot. Lib. 2. c. ae 

(3) Vid. Jablonfky Pantheon /Egypt. 3 Vol. 8°. Francof. ad Viadrum. 
I 


50. 
(4) Vid. Eufeb, Prep. Evang. Lib. 1. :c. 9. 
before 
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before Egypt. It begins with the formation of the world ; 
and not to be behind hand with the Egyptians, makes 
the firft gods and men natives of Phenicia; which is 
enough to deftroy the credit of the whole. Uranus and 
Saturn are faid to be gods of Phenicia; and the depofi- 
tion, and death, of thé former is related with all its cir- 
cumftances, as in the Greek hiftory. It mentions like- 
wife the parents of Uranus and Titea, viz. Eliun and 
(1) Beryth, a point of hiftory that the Greeks were en- 
tirely unacquainted with; and whether true or falfe is 
not very material; nothing more being faid of Eliun, 
than that he was contemporary with the Cabiri, was flain 
by wild beafts, and afterwards deified. Saturn has the 
greateft fhare in the hiftory; and is reprefented as a po- 
tent king who reigned in Phenicia; built cities there ; 
difpofed of other kingdoms and countries; and among 
the reft gave Attica to his daughter Minerva. How this 
laft article came into the Phenician hiftory, may be quef- 
tioned; it feems to me to come from the Greeks. Saturn 
had Hermes Trifmegiftus, or Taaut, for his fecretary, 
and appointed him to be king of Egypt; which muft be 
a great mortification to the Egyptians, if they could be- 
lieve it. The author mentions the Titans and Cabiri, 
but fo confufedly and fuperficially, that it is plain, he 
knew nothing more of them than their bare names. It 


(1) Kare rérous [Cabiros] sere Ts Earsy narnguG TLicG, voy Shrcse Asyoudun 
Bupdr, of xo) nar@xsy aes BuCacy. Sanchoniathon apud Eufeb. There can be no 
doubt, but that by Berout, or Beryth, here is meant the great deity of 
Berytus, called Baal Beryth. Judges, c. 8. vy. 33. and that the author in- 


tended to fhew, that the Grecian gods were defcended from the Pheni- 
cian. 
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is remarkable, that in all this hiftory no mention “is made 
of Bacchus; whether out of defign, or ignorance; is un= 
certain. 

In treating the hiftory of a 
perfon, the farft thing» to be 
enquired, is at what time he 
lived: and this, in the cafe of a god or hero, is not to 
be difcovered but with the utmoft difficulty. We are 
told that (1) ‘* The Pelafgians had not heard of Bacchus, 
“till long after they received the names of the-gods from 
‘* Egypt. (2) Melampus fon of Amytheon-being the firft, 
‘‘who brought from thence his name and facred: rites 
‘into Greece,’ according to. Herodotus. All that we 
infer from hence, is that the Greeks had gods before 
Bacchus. ‘The poets were our firft: hiftorians,; and their 
employment was to difguife the truth: and one of the 
methods they took, was to create gods, and heroes, at 
their pleafure. Tully. mentions no lefs than Five, who 
went by the name of Bacchus. (3) Dzony/os multos habe- 
mus: Primum e fove & Proferpina natum: Secundum 
Nilo, qui Nyfam dicitur interemiffe: Tertium Caprio patre; 
eumgue regem Afe prefuifje dicunt, cui Sabaxia funt in- 


Bacchus a name common 


to feveral gods. 


(1) — Exerra 3 xpive worn DenSbilos erudovro tx ths. Anwats aanyplva Ta Syoudlet 
zav Sav Tov array’ Luoyves > iseegv @ONNG) iquSwro. Herod. Lib. 2. c. 52. 

(2) Beno dy Meadurrous 6 o EnynoeuG Te Atoyurs T Byoptets % qi) Suainy, x94 
uw woalw 72 gars. Idem. c. 49. Yet he feems to think, that Melampus 
received his inftructions from Cadmus, and the Phenicians fettled in Beeo- 
tia. TWuSedeu 3 ol Sdxeer uarrse Meadyrous. 7a odes Tov Asbyvory sreigg. KdSuou Te Tuetou, 
*) TOY ou anrd én dowtens dmnodwoy ts rl. Bowrby nercouduar gaelw. Id. Ibid. But 
it is more probable that Bacchus was brought from Egypt, as will be feen 
afterwards; and this fhews how ignorant the Greeks were of the countries 
from whence their gods came. 


(3) Cicero De Nat. Deorum. Lib, 3. c. xe, 
fiituta : 
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Jtituta: Quartum Fove SF Luna, cui facra Orphica pu- 
tantur confici: Quintum Nifo natum & Thione, a quo 
Trieterides conftitute putantur. The Firft, the fon of 
Jupiter and Proferpine, was furnamed Zagreus; he was 
killed, and (1) torn to pieces, by the Titans. The Se- 
cond, fon of Nilus, feems to be the Egyptian Ofiris : 
tho’ why he is faid to have killed Nyfa, I cannot con- 
jecture; I find a (2) female warriour of that name, who 
fought under Bacchus, and another who was his nurfe, 
neither of them likely to be flain by him: I therefore 
fufpe& an (3) errour in the text. The Third, the fon of 
Caprius, feems to be the great conquerour of Afia: but 
I never met with his father’s name in any other author. 
The Fourth, fon of Jupiter and Luna, to whom the Or- 
phic rites were dedicated, by others is called the fon of 
Ceres, (4) who is fometimes taken for the moon. The 
Fifth, fon of Nifus and (5) Thione, who inftituted the 
Triennial feftivals;, Triezerica, is the Theban Bacchus, 
the fon of Semele, fo famous among the Greeks. — Dio- 
dorus mentions two more, One the fon of Jupiter and Io 
daughter of Inachus, who was probably the Egyptian 


(1) Asswow yD, F TE Zaycta uartSvoy, Gov Ande xe) Uecovobyns Smeipyovrery merndiy of 
Feraves tanepatan" & rl napdtav tr murroudow [Minerva] dyiveyxy. Lzetz. Alleg, 
(2) NYsHs & EAxos 25 eauoe VeuTYTOIO <Poow7TOV, 
EAxe! Qowneyrt merppanvay Toad. albus, 
Xetous tySe 1 tySe muphides rudd? wd. Nonnus Dionyf. Lib. 29. v. 272. 
(3) Bacchus is faid to have built a city called Nyfa; and perhaps Tully 
wrote, Qui Ny/am dicitur inftruxiffe. 
(4) Virgilius fciens Liberum Patrem Solem effe, 3 Cererem Lunam. Macrob, 
Sat. Lib. 1. c. 18. 
(5) Bacchus made his mother a goddefs, and called her Thyone, ‘o # 
aveyaryay e& ads F unter, ) mornyorvous Oudyluy wer autis tis Seavey aviade. Apol- 
lod, Bib. Lib. 3. c. 5. : 


G 2 Bacchus : 
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Bacchus: the other, fon of Ammon and Amalthea, of 
whom we fhall {peak largely hereafter. Notwithftanding 
thefe different genealogies, one and the fame god is to be 
underftood by all: or to {peak more diftinély, they were 
all branches from one common ftock. 
Of rhe age of Here we are left, as ufual, without 
®, any marks of time to diftinguifh thefe 
gods ; and I fear, fhall never be able to 
fix the age of the moft ancient: however it may be pro- 
per to proceed, as far as we can, towards it. It will be 
neceflary to ftate fome point of time, from whence we 
may compute; and let it be the vulgar Chriftian era, or 
A. V.C. 752. That we may gradually afcend higher, 
we muft raife from this a few fubfidiary eras, that are 
pretty nearly agreed upon among the learned, and which 
the materials, we are to work upon, require. The rea- 
der therefore muft carry along with him, 
Before Chrift. 

The reign of Amafis in Egypt 570. 

Herodotus the father of Hiftory » — 450. 

The reign of Alexander the Great — 330. 


Bacchus. 





To begin with the Egyptian accounts of time. The 
priefts informed (1) Herodotus, ‘* That Bacchus lived 
*< 15,000 years before the reign of Amafis.” Thefe re- 
duced to years of (2) Twelve months each, may make. 


(1) Anricy S tadyse Térov" x, Tere They reexapgate %) Muccce XoyGovrex eivcee 2s” Aycarp 
Beorée. Hterodot. Lib. 2. c. 145. 

(2) The Egyptians, according to Eudoxus, called a monthly revolution 
a year. Es} x 0 Onaw Euddkos dandis, Or Anwathor ro Miva Enauriv éxdaxy. Proelus 
in Plat. Timeum. Lib. 1. it enim [Varro] apud Aigyptios pro Annis Menfes 
haberi. Lattant. De Falf. Rel. Lib. 2. c. 12. 


about 
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about 1250, and with the time of Amafis 1820. But 
Herodotus, giving his opinion of the Grecian gods, (1) fays 
“From Bacchus fon of Semele to his own time, were 
** 1600 years,” which will make 2050. This indeed 
goes vaftly beyond the time of Cadmus and Semele ; and 
therefore we mutt either fuppofe, that there is an errour 
in the text of Herodotus; or that he confounded the 
Theban Bacchus, with the Egyptian. Diodorus (2) fays, 
“* According to fome accounts, Ofiris, or the Eoyp- 
*‘tian Bacchus, lived 23,000 years before Alexander.’” 
Thefe reduced, as before, make about 1917, and with 
the time of Alexander 2247. But the Egyptians, as 
(3) Sir Ifaac Newton rightly obferves, by feigning new 
kings and reigns, had raifed their antiquities fome hun- 
dreds of years, between the times of Herodotus and Dio- 
dorus. Arrian in his Indian hiftory (4) fays “‘ The In- 
*¢dians reckoned from Bacchus to Sandrocottus, who 
‘‘ lived in the timevof Alexander, 1 53 kings, who reign- 
‘ed 6042 years.” This exceeds all belicf, and is incon- 
fiftent with all accounts of time both facred and profane. 
According to Sir Ifaac Newton’s method of computation, 


(1) Avviow & viv aS tn’ Seudane ris Kddus aeyoulua yevedert XZ! BEaxooe eree yo) 
Xine wdrise ts és Eu. Herodot. Lib. 2. c. #45. Iam {crupulous in altering 
a word that has paffed unmolefted thro’ moft, if not all, the editions of 
Herodotus ; however the learned Lydiat has done it for me, by reading 
Sixty, inftead of Six Hundred. Ubi nullum eft dubium, quin pro Baxbca legeim 
dum fit EEhxovra, pro Sexcenti, inquam, Sexaginta. Not. ad Chron. Marm. p. 25. 
Ed. Prid. This brings it nearly to the time of Semele. 

(2) Bivar } try Qaciy we OsteedGy tor Tis Arstdydes Baorreids wreia Toy Muetoy’ ae 
SF Evi edQer, Leper xy Acrroyres Tap Arguvetey ® Teeyatey. Diodor. Lib. 1. c, 23. 

(3) See Introduction to his Chronology. 

(4) Am & du aAuovios Bandas het Dueov Tdoh é¢ Avdogxorey Tees ® Teytyxovra Ena 
Tw" tree 3 Ava % Teeeeaxov ra’ Banos Atrian. Indic, Pp. 173. Ed. Steph. 
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‘by twenty years to a reign, they will‘make 3060, which 
As extreamly improbable. But if we allow ten, or at moft 
‘eleven, years to a reign, ‘which I think fufficientin fuch 
ia long fucceflion of -kings, fuppofing it to be exadt, 
they will make 1683, and with the time of Alexander, 
2013. From thefe ‘different, and, it muft be owned, 
‘uncertain accounts and calculations, it may feem that 
Bacchus flourifhed about 2000, or perhaps 2100, ‘years, 
-before the Chriftian Era: but ftill I queftion, whether 
we are yet arrived to the age of the true Bacchus, or 
Only to that of Ofiris in Egypt. 

Though Bacchus ‘was ‘not one of 
the Twelve great gods, ‘and there- 
fore muft ‘be confidered as °a ‘mo- 
-dern deity ‘with the Greeks ; yet ‘his 
actions, being fuch as raifed the firft gods to that dignity, 
entitle him to very high antiquity. The hiftory of (x) U- 
ranus and (2) Saturn fhews, ‘that their bufinefs was not 
fo much to conquer, as to civilize, mankind: by teach- 
ing them ‘the knowledge of agriculture, laws, arts and 
{ciences. Bacchus in the fame manner, built cities, plant- 
ed colonies, taught men to plough the land, and fow 
corn, to plant the vine, and to make wine of ‘grapes, 


Bacchus his aétions 
prove him of great 
antiquity. 


(1) Odegvor Baorarsiou nos The aySeamrous amegduy oixovvras cuvezaryey eis mows afel~ 
Lore, % Tas & dvopsas x Te Snecddous Bis mano Tis Cxaxéorlas, siegvTe Tas Tay iuseor- 
MeleTraV KpeIas xg} DPZMUTEHS, 46) TOY Lov xpuotuav od% batye. Diodor. Lib. 3. 
*P- 153. . 

(2) Ti @ & Kesvey tyra apectutarov, Bantre Yvedudt, w) Tods nad taurov ayS poqrous 
2 dyetov alaizys cis Bloy ipteov merasioas, X) Aly Tio Mmdbyas yezArns TWIWVTE @oMode 
émacsey Tis oineuWas rlares, eionynoudeu JS anroy Eanes rw Te dnosoouslr, ® rlw dmb 
mre F Nuys’ dd x) Ths Et Keovs yivybwes dySedarous @padkdddus ris peTayevEsteots 
sindeis © axgnss muyTeAas, tn S tideimovas yeyoverds. Diod, Lib. 5. p..231. 


where 
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where the land would;bear them, and of barley,.. where: 
it would not ;: he likewife inftituted:feftivals, and danc- 
ing, &c..all this muft be done with a.view. to-polith the. 
roughnefs.of {avage life, and (x) this after death entitled: 
him: to divine honours. The firft heroes of Greece, as, 
(2) Hercules and Thefeus, who took the gods for their, 
patterns, are faid to have went.through the world, only. 
to do good: to their fellow creatures ; to relieve the op- 
prefied,, by rooting out monfters, tyrants, robbers, and, 
all. the. pefts.of civil fociety. Such aétions could not but 
be remembered with gratitude, and propofed as exam- 
ples to pofterity; to. fhew that beneficence alone con-. 
{tituted the true charaéter of an heroe. How amiable is. 
this character, and how different from that romantic va- 
lour, and. luft of, dominion,.. by which Alexander made 
his. way. to divinity ! 

E Thofe who. are verfed.in pro- 
The worlhip of the hea- : P 
Fhe, p th Pape fane hiftory, know very well, 


grey oe). that when men were once ad- 

| vanced.to the ftate.of gods, their, 
fame naturally diffufed itfelf far and wide through many. 
diftant nations; who.befides paying them divine worthip, 
and. celebrating. their exploits,. came at length to enter-— 
tain an opinion, that the Gods were born in their feveral 
countries ; and afterwards feigned monuments and me- 
morials of them, to-fupport their pretenfions. The Ara 


\xnm™ > / U aed cad 5 el ‘ . 
(1) Opsias KG F Barer fupnuatoy peTaddoyla mast, Tuxev autre thn ee av Yoimmey 
I ‘, Pee” See| reer es : 
Mirasuciy. douvdTs MuNs @2g Tois 40 meSovety. Diodor. Lib. BalsDy..0 8 On 
(2) Heguaris &@ P tuorayernu, suyra ¥ yeviedvoy. ates nar aySpdarvs.yobvoy émoecwas 
fe be vive ' . v. é iz 
1 ‘eF & ! # \ ”, ¢ / co Ye N° a, xs Yi ea 
Pears Hy owuexets mMyus x xyes, EKYTIOS, Ie To Yiv0s TOY dYSedmwy eleeyemaas Ty 
~ 9 t : 2 _ 
Tis &Savactas. Diod, Lib. 1. Pp. 2 
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bians worfhiped only (1) Uranus and Bacchus, laying no 
claim, that we know of, to the birth of the former; but 
either they, or the Egyptians for them, affirmed that 
Bacchus was born at Nyfa in Arabia Felix, From hence 
the Egyptians received him, and made him‘their (2) Ofi- 
ris and Sefoftris, whom they celebrated, as the greateft 
of conquerors. To Egypt then we are to afcribe that 
multitude of fables, relating to the expeditions of Bac-~ 
chus; of his leading an army from one end of the world 
to the other; through India, Arabia, Ethiopia, Egypt, 
Libya; to which we may add Thrace; tho’ that feems 
to be an addition of the Greek poets, it lying too much 
out of the other road. 

Alexander came many ages after 
Ble de LUG sch gods, and yet affetted to be 
DRE ES thought of their number. Making 
allowance for his faults and foibles, he was certainly pof- 
feffed of many fhining qualities, and worthy of an he- 
roe. His thirft after knowledge encouraged the Greeks 
of his time, to make very ufeful difcoveries in many arts 
and fciences: and I queftion whether we fhould have 
known any thing at all of the true hiftory of Bacchus, 
if this Grecian hero had not been fired with an emula- 


(1) Alyos SE xarexer, drt insey [Alexander] “Agatas va povoy tia Sets, © Oupa- 
voy Te) ¥ Atiyvoy. Arrian. Exp. Alex. Lib, 7. Herodotus makes Uranus a 
female deity, calling him Urania. adsbwooy 3 Seiv pisvor, 1) F Ovgeavtny ayeovlar eave 
— iyouatsst } F @ Arhyvooy Ouporwar F St Ovgayilw: Axiadr. Herod. Lib. 3. §. 8. 

(2) Obs 9 dy & rods artic Kaniles suotws Atwalio oxovras, arlw “Its Te ® Osipidds, 
rw dy Atbyvooy even Aéyest. Herod. Lib. 2. §. 42.  aniarim & vv map ares 
Sav" Ocrew ivopaCh bur Qaciy ewer Tiv wep Brot Assyvoov xearovudyoy. Diod. Lib. - 
p- 174- Tevedet 5 % Piroyemoryey ¥ "Oztew, [Dionyfum] %) T papiny cus Pa Tis Ev det uoves 
Apablas éy Nugn mancioy Atwals. Idem. Lib. 1. 


tion 








tion of equalling his exploits. Whoever has read the hif. 
tory of Alexander, muft know that he made it a point 
to tread in the fteps of Bacchus; and therefore I think 
he is the fureft guide we can follow at this diftance. He 
probably collected all that was remembered of Bacchus’s 
hiftory ; and feems to dire us to the true courfe of his 
expedition, by pufhing his own arms into India. 


Diodorus in his fecond book has 

aie dif or Indian, given us a defcription of India, and 
; (1)\“* Thought it proper to give an 

*¢ abftract of what the moft learned among the Indians 
‘¢ had related of their antiquities. ‘They fay, that in the 
*‘moft ancient times, when. their people lived only in 
*‘ villages, Bacchus came from the weftern parts with a 


2 \ ard ~ ee ‘ 
(1) MeSpacyser 3 Pg Trois Iydbis of AoudTarol, «er ov KaSnxoy dv en ow uws der~ 
Laci \ \ > ~ / > > ~ of n > \ . 
Sew Teor wp, ty Tos doy cuore Tos gives, map ares tr tov avDydmey Kapmddy oinsyray, 
4 » 7 > nN \ Am , / of 4 ° t pile, “ . wv 
abpayiedut ¥ Aibyuooy tx By BES tomcay Tow, exovle Suey aEibrcyoy’ emerday db % 
c J ov / ft f Per ti eal, 
Tyan amo. pndtuas sous akirtys matos ris Suverbuns avriqekadeu’ Stryeveyev > 
rs / N™ / , UA 4 
LONMMATEY ULE, 1 FT Atovuroy speliorav Aoiunn voare AlaPSerpoyvars cuvéces Ale gepovre 
x @ ‘ ~ 2 ad \ , > ~ ~ va > \> ‘ . x \ 
TW WYTUOVL Tour amatrayew To spaTumedoy &x Tov. mdWoy Torey cis rly ooewhuy. evraude de 
~ L \o~* 1 t ~ ' 2-0 ~ 
aveoy lov Nuxpav dvéuav, xo} Toy vemarrasey ude Tey KeSepav PtovToy weIs wTas Tas on- 
Ee > Ls ~ / > é » fo ts re. ery ~ \ , ~ y 
als AmUuMoynver Tis. vors Ti sparamedoy’ svoualedeu > chs ogewns Tivy Tomy Teroy Mypiy, 
ean asl > 7H \ \ 

Kad ov 6 Assvus@ éeéceele Tas Juudues tn tis vigow. ao = dy xo} he Enrlwasg mer rod 
& a l ~ 1 ; xs Lk ~ 
Seo téte @padtdwxivex toils MeTayevest pois, Tered Osu F Arlyyooy én umeds. uw de rate 

/ ~ ~ as / t ~ ~ le A ~ of ~\ 
Tis @rgdecas TOV keprroy ShpytrndvTa, ptladdevae toils Ivdvis, xg Ths eeeny Te Clive, x 
~ sf ant 2 / ! ~ Seeks ony 
Toy aro Tay es T Bioy penctuwv mrapedsver. aess 4) Fét0Is, woacov Te AEN YOY yevnSnvale 
/ Z / > f n A ~ 
UG, vslorayoyTa Tas Kauss es Tes eOStTes Tors, THdy Te neTadtiees 7d Scsov, Wy vous 
> / \ ‘ .; ~ ~ > ? . v 
cionynorccdus 1 drnasnere” xedbrx > worry x) Kehov epyav cionynri yevouWor, Sev youudy- 
\ ~ > ~ ~ - ? \ ~ ~ ~ / - 
Yar, UKE aSavdTOY Ti@y. isopiat BD auTov ty Yyuuarrav TaIG’ wo rs sparomedou aerd~ 
‘\ . og / / fod 
yidut Gj KE ras tv Tals mornkuors mmeardfas yumdvois xg) nupbdros Key pices pire cor 
I / t “ r a vst ¢ \ 6 t t 
myyos evenuduns. Barircnouvle > mtcys the Ind Mis €74 SUO-amess Tols TevTKovTa Mee Te 
os & y eee > we / 2 \ nT er ~ oy ~ \ Cel 7 
ANTY TH AlediKauhus J TS USS GUTS HytLovidy, “et Tols €O zauToy XMmAITEY Thy apy liu 
\ \ ~ ~ Ap of t ~ R' 
wm dt TAMTaOY, woras Yevtaus usegoy KaTaduseioys Ths iryenovtas, ShuonsaTySbuee ris 
t \ <\ & , ~ ? w ~ tis \ ~ 
mores, Ieee & tv 7 Atovues yo) Tay xmybyov auTe Toad Te purproysow of tlw beewhy Tis 
TyAbuns xeroneytes. Diodor.: Lib. 2. p. 87. 
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*< oreat force, and invaded all India; there being no con- 
“ fiderable city able to withftand him. But by reafon of 
‘the great heats his foldiers died of a peftilential diftem- 
‘* per, till that prudent general led his troops from the 
‘ plains to the mountains; where the blafts of the cool 
‘“‘ winds, and pure waters flowing from the fountain 
‘‘head, relieved the army from the plague. The place 
‘¢ where Bacchus refrefhed his forces was called (1), Me- 
‘‘ x95, from whence ‘the Greeks feigned the ftory of his 
* being nourifhed in a Zéigh. After this applying him- 
‘<felf to the hufbanding of fruits,- he communicated his 
“‘ knowledge to the Indians; and taught them the inven- 
‘tion of wine, and other things ufeful to: life. Befides 
“‘ this, he was the founder of many great cities, draw- 
‘¢ing the inhabitants of the villages to places more com- 
‘*modioufly fituated: he taught them likewife religion, 
“ inftituted laws, and courts of juftice: and after many 
‘‘ famous actions was. efteemed a god, and received di- 
‘‘vine honours. ‘They report likewife, that he led a 
‘body of women with him in his army; that in battle 
‘“he ufed drums and cymbals, the trumpet being not 
*‘ yet invented. After he had’ reigned over all India fifty 
‘two years, he died of old age; his fons taking the go- 
*‘ vernment upon them, and leaving it to their fons; till 
“‘ after many ages, the kingly government being abolifh- 
‘ced, the cities were ruled by a democracy. Thefe are” 


(1) Urbium quas incolunt, Nyfa eft clarifima &8 maxima; Montium Meros, 
Jovi Sacer, Famam bine precipuam bhabent, in illa genitum, in bujus fpecu 
Liberum arbitrantur effe nutritum: unde Gracis autoribus, ut Femori Fovis in« 
Situm dicerent, aut materia ingefit aut error. Pompon. Mela. Lib. 2. ¢. 11. 
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“the things reported of Bacchus, and his pofterity, by 
“‘the inhabitants of the mountainous parts of India.” 
To which I muft add, that the mountaineers were the 
moft likely perfons to preferve the tradition in its greateft 
purity: and though I will not vouch for the truth of 
every particular in this relation, yet look upon it, as the 
beft, and moft authentic account of Bacchus’s aétions. 
All others, whether Arabian, Egyptian, African, or 
Greek, fo far as they agree with this, may with my con- 
fent be inferted into the hiftory of Bacchus; and where 
they differ from it, ought to be rejected, as merely fabu- 
lous, and without any hiftorical foundation. 


isis The fame hiftorian in his third 

in Mea ap 3 book fays, (1) “Some affirmed 
Be Qilis ‘“‘that there was only one Bac- 
“‘chus, others that there were 

** three — They fuppofe that thefe three lived at diffe- 
“‘rent times, and afcribe their proper aétions to each. 
‘‘ They fay that the oldeft was born in India, which coun- 
“try by it’s fertility {pontaneoufly produces vines in a- 
“‘bundance: there he firft found out the way of preffing 
“‘the grapes, and making wine. — This was the Bac- 
‘‘chus, who marched through the whole world with an 
‘army, and taught the planting of vines.” He likewife 


/ Boies > i ’ ; I Fe, ’ ! 
(1) “Evia pty Jeep Eve yoy Toy aUTIV NK@auvoyru Yvedus— viet 3, vgSamee megermoy’, 
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aumas. Diodor. Lib, 3. p. 138, 139. 
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fays (1) “ This god left fo many tokens of his benefi- 


“cence, and of his prefence in fo many parts of the 
«world; that no wonder every one thinks that his town 
‘¢-and country has fome relation to Bacchus.” That Bac- 
chus went thro’ the whole world with an army of men 
and women, was an opinion univerfally propagated ; tho’ 
it carries an abfurdity in the very face of it. He certainly 
came from another country, when he invaded the In- 
dians ; but their hiftory gives not the leaft intimation of 
his paffing from thence to any other parts of the world. 
This then at firft was only a fable of the Egyptians, ne-+ 
ceffary to ftrengthen the ftories of their Ofiris and Sefo- 
ftris: and:like other fables of the fame kind muft.not-be 
underftood. literally, if we would endeavour to make 
fenfe of it. The hiftorian’ perhaps may be of fervice to 
us in this cafe: (2) “‘Some authors, fays he, held that 
‘¢ Bacchus never appeared in human fhape;. but that by 
‘‘ this god was tobe underftood the invention and gift of 
“‘ wine.” Let us then fuppofe, that wherever the ule of 
wine prevailed, as it did thro’ almoft the whole world, 
thither the fame of Bacchus was carried; this, and no- 
thing elfe, can account for his conquering the world with 
an army. | 


(1) Kadvae J ay womcis comes clus dine <wrcrcimTG@’ Tod Ses onucie F iddas eeeye- 
/ \ ; ASS ! 7 1 > U 4 ata , \ 
olds &ua xy meprotas, edty maga dokov Exasous voice aixebryTe Te yeyoveves Te) Auwlow rw. 
iauray woaiv Fw, nwegy. Idem. Ibid. 
Ge Ye ° J ? Pa 
(2) Ela Sof pave f@ Tore dySecomooe Poy Len yeyovevas 73 @eyray mmepavoudor, FH 
wn 3 U , ie s My 
7s avs draw Aiyvow ewae yourcoylts, Diod. Lib. 3. p. 137: 
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Pre i Bee The Indian Bacchus being al- 


lowed to be the moft ancient, is 
confequently the true one; and we 
are to look upon all others, as fi€titious and counterfeit. 
Here taking (1) Alexander for our guide, we come to 
mount Meros, not very far from the fource of the Indus,. 
and to the city of Nyfa, or Nyffa, built by Bacchus. This 
then feems.to be the beginning of his expedition, as near 
as the Greeks could come to. the knowledge of it; but 
his firft fetting out was probably more northward, from: 
the neighbouring Baétria, or (2) fouthern Scythia; the 
country of the firft, and greateft, conquerors. I am the 
more inclined to this opinion, upon account of the wo- 
men. watriours in his army, called by the poets Bacche,. 
Bacchides, or Amazons, whom I take to be Scythians : 
(3) “« For in that nation the women, as well as the men, are. 
‘trained up to war, and in ftrength and courage are not 
‘¢ inferiour tomen.” The great antiquity of the hiftory 
of Uranus, and Bacchus, is another inducement to me 
to think, that they both led their {warms from. the fame. 
mother country ; which was large and populous enough, 
to fend out feveral numerous armies at the fame time. 
The one went on conquering eaftward, as the other weft-. 
ward; and which of the two began his progrefs firft, is a: 
queftion that cannot eafily be refolved. 


probably a Scythian. 


(1) Vide Arrian. Exped. Alex. Lib. 5. Q. Curt.. De Reb. Geft. Alex, 
Ejpr 0. Ce 22.3.9. 

(2) Ivhdy rep worapoy Nozrot ExwSu eyvarsoy. Dionyfius Perieg. v. 1088. 

(3) Ev tars 3 Svea [Scythis] yuprdGovre mess abacuov yuuaies oQemduolos dy- 
Segat, ®) Tats dydeetass gdey Acimov res. T ay d Pay. Diodor. Lib. 2, Pp. 90. 
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From Nyfa then in India, and 
Alexander purfued the from mount Meros, lying north- 


track of Bacchus. ward from thence, begins the 


hiftory of the true Bacchus. It muft have been a com- 
monly received opinion that Bacchus (1) built this city, 
when he invaded India. And if the Indians: thought 
that he was born there, it was owing to the fondnefs 
which they had for their god: for this was the common 
foible of all nations. Arrian (2) fays ‘‘ The Nyfeans were. 
“not native Indians, but a colony of Greeks left there 
<¢by Bacchus:” and this, I doubt not, was reported, 
and believed, by the Greeks. Arrian here complied with 
the vulgar tradition of his countrymen, concerning their 
Bacchus; but feems not to give much credit to it; for 
he had faid in another place, (3) ‘‘ Who this Bacchus 
<< was, or from whence he came, or at what time, I am 
“not able to conjecture:”’ and prefently after, ‘‘ We 
‘<< ought not to be too nicely inquifitive into the ancient 
«‘ fables of the Gods.” Nyfa lies between the rivers Co- 

hes on the weft, and Indus on the eaft; other rivers, 
as Hydafpes, Hydraotes, Acefines, which fall into the 
Indus, lie {till mere eaftward. Alexander pafled all thefe 
rivers with his army, till he came to the (4) Hypanis, or 


(1) Attvory 9 Mice rl Noony, a9 & 7 Ivdbs EqeetpedowTD« Arrian. Exp. Alex. 
Lib. V. Ex dt ray Torstey Nuoruss dv river ¢Sv@ WEOTWVOULTAY, x04 GOAL mee au TOl s 
Nuasey Atoviow thoes % opG’ 73 ome F watws Muptyv. Strabo. Lib. 13. p. 689. 

(2) Nuzetos Se oon Ivdbxov ve by, aMa Tay aya Siovrw taStyray és rls lw Tay 
Ivdoy. Arian. Indic. 

(3) “Oss Su sr@ & Aibyvoos, % omure *y Wey tor Ivds tseatdoty, & yD Eqw ovpCarey. 
—— Fil ye di int 0bn duecCin eerasloy yeh Civae cov Ummg TS Sere tx auacuod Menudo vor. 
Arrian. Exp. Alex. Lib. V. : 

(4) O7 & wescw 78 Todons GaSe Anegavdp@. Arian. Indic. p. 170. 
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Hyphafis, which was the utmoft bounds of his con- 
quefts. Thus far, we may conclude, was the track of 
Bacchus: and we may prefume, that he went ftill far- 
ther eaftward, from that paflionate exclamation of Alex- 
ander, when his foldiers refufed to proceed further, 
(1) “That he fhould owe them no thanks for what they 
‘‘had hitherto done; but fhould look upon himfelf as 
*¢ defeated, if he was not permitted to pafs the Ganges :”” 
For, befides other tokens, that is a fort of proof to me, 
that Bacchus’s conquefts extended beyond that river. 
And there I think we are to take our leave of him; it 
being impoflible to follow him into a country unknown 
to the ancient European travellers. 


ae In India on this fide the Ganges, 
Indian relations iredaPaa, thined 
of Riorchis- we are aliured, t at e was worl Ip 
| asa god. The inhabitants, it is faid 
had a tradition, that he was the (2) fon of the river In- 
dus; that he was born at Nyfa, and was bred up in a 
cave on mount Meros. When Alexander approached the 
city of Nyfa, the (3)Nyfeans fent an embaffy to him 


(1) Ts ke iy @epry, Sat SUSvuuas yo) oeyns aw Toy eis thud oxnylud need ere%ag exerT0, e- 
ev tdeuiay eidus tois Alememearyubvors et pt Biegcuy Ty T dyybu, 
TSO thw dvagdencir. Plutarch. in Alexandro. 
Alex. Lib. 5. Near the Gan 
in memory of Bacchus, 


arr’ Eouorsymnow HTns 
Vid. etiam Arrian. Exp. 
ges was a place called the Sacred Nyfean Way,, 


"Est J tis Syms tu pperrtw sage. Fdyylus 

Xaeos muneis Te ) lee9sy by OTe Bay 0s 

Oupatyoy tximory 

Tsvence Nusa Pa omuEavro.nercuSey. Dionyf, Perig. V. T1452, 1159.. 

(2) O13 td WHE 1G Tdpadrs peony yews vor, Ppt rabre wmeteov, 4 > ee @woT euoy 

Pdyylw terra, Adsyvooy yetdus worauce zaidy, Ivdod Aéyszw. Philoftrat. Vita A- 
pollon. Lib. 2. ¢. 9. 
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vow. Arrian. Exp, Alexand, Lib. V. r 
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praying that he would continue to them their ancient 
liberties, laws, and cuftoms, received from Bacchus, 
which he confirmed. Other nations, as the (1) Oxydrace 
in particular, boafted that they were defcended from 
him. And in general it is faid, that (2) “The Indians 
‘thew to this day the place where he was born; that 
‘¢many cities were called by his name in their own lan- 
‘“ suage; and that there are many other remarkable to- 
«¢ kens of his being born in India, which it would be te- 
‘‘ dious to mention.” Megafthenes who lived fome time 
after Alexander, and under Seleucus, went to the court 


-of Sandrocottus a powerful king of India on this fide the 


Ganges, and to that of Porus a much greater. From 
Sandrocottus he learnt the beforementioned long fuccef- 


fion of Indian kings, and fays that, (3) ‘When Bacchus 


“left India, he appointed Spartembas, one of his friends 
“¢to fucceed him, who reigned fifty two years; [which 


‘“¢ | muft obferve is the very term of Bacchus’s reign ] Bu- 


“« dyas his fon fucceeded ; reigned twenty years, and left 
‘the kingdom to his fon Cradevas; and fo the govern- 
«ment defcended for many ages from father to fon.” 
This fucceflion probably came in a right line from the true 
Bacchus: but his leaving India, muft be efteemed fabu- 


' > 2 9 : ¢ , ae 
(1) Atovicoy J xyes res OFvdeanas. Strab. Lib. 15. p. 687. Ofvdegxee Jt, 
Ss Te Aloyures omyyives tPamey ueuvderdut. Idem. p- 701. : 
/ > ~ ! 6 ~ \ + e 
(2) Acmyucdes J mag Ivdbis meyer Te yun TOY Te thao, ty @ cuveln yeveSeu Ty Sev, % 
meoonyoeies TALov Or aT0D xB nw F Lyqwetov ajareilov’ xo) woma erepe Alaphvew Tex 
é } ; Y P p “ 
“i > ~ a\ @ Se hg cael . : 
penece T 7p Iydwy yeveotas, WEA OV (LeLXpov ay em seh pey. Diodor. Lib. 3. Pp. 139. 
i] Vion a ~ w ~ im 7 
2) acmovle de ix ris Iydov yas, ds of TATA xexomutaTo, xdlasnou Canrte Ths as 
3 J / y y / t g \ U \ § 
« ” ¢ e! . 
Smeeteplay Tov ereyay eye BanywSesnroy Tend mowt@ de ZmateTeuca, thw Beorrecily 
3 ep ' . pata ‘ f / ~ oe q 
endelace Budiey Tiv Térs meudu’ w, Tw 2 wevrinovTa % duo hamrivou * meTege” Tov de 
~ ” s \ “ > Ie \ / = f = “4 
crud eixomy tea” 2 TéTs mrud& endeSades tw Banarcilw Kegdevar. Arrian Indic. 
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lous; as no way agreeing with the genuine account of 
the Indians, 


The ations of the true We mutt be content to be ig- 
norant of the greateft part of 
Bacchus unknown to 


Bacchus’s actions; becaufe we 
the Greeks. 

know not for certain from whence 
he came at firft; and his exploits were performed in a 
country (1) unknown to the Greeks, till the time of 
Alexander, and then but very imperfe@ly; their know- 
ledge of it {carce reaching beyond the Indus, and thofe 
rivers that flow into it. Strabo fays, (2) <* We ought to 
‘* make allowance for what is related of the Indies, be- 
‘caule it is a country fo far diftant; and few of our 
‘people have feen it; and thofe who have feen it; have 
‘‘only feen fome parts of it; and they {peak moftly up- 
“on hearfay; and what they faw, they faw only in a 
*‘tranfient view; for which reafon they difagree in rela- 
‘ting the fame things, tho’ they feem to deliver them 
“upon mature enquiry. Some of thefe were foldiers in 
‘‘the fame expedition; as thofe who affifted Alexander 


(1) i Tivuw TanT apes ns qh wes  Aaskdvdps pares SnCatcres pvnylu, word ay 
tupat Tovrwy mw@rbseoa.. Strabo. Lib. 15. p. 686. Ta usy wess ucoruleilw, yoy Te 
Wdtland re yoy 73 Idd éxCords, w—Su were TE Aatcdydps yoy Maxedovar, xo womoy Ea- 
alway’ 7a Se mess "Ba ArtSavde@ & odn éanade, ma ) aioe moras Todrios* Oalya 3 
dveveglay mm meyer worapod Tdyyw, xgy wae re Tayyee ox exCoral, y mods TariuCoden 
pinion Tydov mess aed Téyyy. Arrian. Indic. 

(2) Act S tdyvouoves dusey el aurite [India] x} 38 dm. mY" % & wondol Tov 
iueTepoy neratlevowy artes’ of ) 0) iddvres been ve exdoy’ re 3} mreve Akyuow 2 auons’ x, 
& edoy SY by meeodin nore uaSvy" Sorte 8St Te wire wer Toy anTey Leyyerdsor xe) ralre, 
wy pganlai Tes, os ey meen ma uvas eEnrarubue’ mares Sourav x04 ous est Toa Tes aNMAOS; 
y cunemduuncarles, narareg of Aastdydpo ovyndlasrelauivor thu Agiay" aM thas@® eadew 
T avevrie reyes morArLUS" “Ors 3 el F bexSevlav tru aleptoovras, 1 de vouscew ata tay ef 


axis; Strabo. Lib. 15. p. 685. 
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‘in the conqueft of Afia; and yet they frequently con- 
* tradic&t each other. Now, if they differ fo much about 
“things which they were eyewitneffes to; what muft we 
“think of thofe things, which they relate only upon 
* hearfay ?”” 


Fabulous frories of Bacchus 
not to be imputed to the 
Indians. 


Megafthenes (1) ‘Bids us 
“not give credit to the an- 
“¢ cient {tories of the Indians ;. 
‘¢ for neither did the Indians. 
‘‘ ever fend out an army from. their country, nor did any 
‘army from another country ever enter and conquer In- 
%¢ dia; befides that which came with Hercules, and with: 
‘* Bacchus, and: this of the Macedonians.” By the-armies. 
that entered India, I fuppofe, he meant thofe under Se- 
miramis and Cyrus, both which accounts (2) Strabo treats: 
as fabulous. By the armies that went out of India, FE 
think, he muft allude to Bacchus’s traverfing the greateft 
part of the known world with an Indian-army: but he 
could, not mean to charge the Indians with thefe reports.. 
They no doubt boafted of many great matters performed 
by Bacchus in their own country, te which they. might 
add many more that were never performed: but they. 
are not accountable for any extraneous fables: Megafthe- 
nes’s charge then refts upon: the Arabian, Egyptian, and: 
Grecian poets, and hiftorians. It was but juftice in them,. 


> 6 “~ 9» / 
(1) Duwampasverce Se mos %) MezaSevns a) abyea: TOTO, Kernen damseiy Tetis ch prycthens s 
wet Ivdiov ispeceus’ ere mete Ivdioy ta corks more spariay, er twerSay Eader  xpe- 
Tyre, Trl Tis weY Hpaxrtes xo) Atoyvoo 2) Ths yuu pT Maxedbvay: Strabo. Lib. 15. 
p. 686. 
+ Ga Niet u ! ‘ Vn ~ » ~ / ' ~ ’ * 
(2) Huw 3 ns ay dneue Swarm miss we TF Ivdxavin Tis Toawms spareias Te Kugs, 
# Semeguide; Strabo. Lib, 15. 
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when, they had led their heroes fo far as the Indies, to 
bring them back again, and in triumph, to their refpec- 
tive countries. But this was not the cafe with the Indi- 
ans; for they could never dream of Bacchus’s leading an 
army into (1) Libya; of his conquering (2) Lycurgus 
king of Thrace; or of his (3) returning to Thebes mount- 
ed on an elephant. 
OOM BE i It is clear from ae that the 
eran ocr rabians had a chief deity, by 
whom was to be underftood Dio- 
nyfus, or Bacchus. But there are feveral reafons to think 
that this was not the true Bacchus, if he was a native of 
Arabia. As firft the general perfwafion of the Indians, 
that he was born at (4) Nyfa in their country, which 
lies at too great a diftance to be miftaken for the Ara- 
bian Nyfa. Again it is not probable that Bacchus would 
leave India, a fertile country,’ and large enough to find 
employment for more than one conqueror, and that for 
their whole lives, to make incurfions into the defarts of 
Arabia. To thefe I muft add my own private opinion, 


(1) OF the Libyan Bacchus fon of Ammon, and his wars with Saturn, 
and his other exploits in Libya, we fhall give a fuccin@ account, here- 
after. 

(2) Tov 3& Aubyuooy wtpaedoayta Thy Suserpuy Uaxn Kparioe F Ogatior, x4 ¥ Avxovgyoy 
Lareh aeeile TUM CU Te %) moo as ted eizeve lye uuov LVASULU PCO Tete Diod. Lib. 3+ Pp. 139. 
But he fays juft afrer, that fome of the poets, of whom was Antimachus, 
thought Lycurgus was not king of Thrace, but of Arabia. Tay & aowrty 
TWis, Ov baw Avtiuanes XmpatvoyTes ¥ Avxoveloy oF @gguns, ara F Aeabias yeywivar Lo 
ante. Idem. 

(3) Tov 3 &y Asbyory Gast xorcouple & Tes doles Arends 3 merrevey evra Tois Zrdos 
ey Spares, &x F Ipduns er tatoayr@ ¥ eis ©hCas eaetvedsy wothoudeu. Idem. Ibid. 

(4.) Nuatos 98 & Aubyuoos, de Tis by Ivdbie Nuous, Ivdois bvo mueller att, ®) mao Tos aegs 


ante eveov. Philoftrat. Vita Apollon. Lib. rr. ¢. 2. 
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that Bacchus flourifhed before the Arabians could be faid 
to be a nation. Tfhmael, who was to be the father of a 
great nation, is the perfon from whom they claim their 
defcent; and I place Bacchus before Abraham, father of 
I{hmael. Strabo likewife intimates that the name of the 
country, (1) Arabia, was not known in the times of the 
gods. The ancient Arabians kept no accounts of time, 
at leaft none are come down to us; they only preferved 
the general fame of the god, which they might receive 
at firft from the Indians: and, I think, we may con- 
clude, that their Bacchus could not be older than the 
time when they firft began to worfhip him. For (2 He- 
rodotus fays, ‘‘ Men, computed the genealogies of their 
‘‘ gods, from the time when they began to be known to 
“them.” This time indeed cannot now be difcovered ; 
however they feem to have been acquainted with him 
before the Egyptians. The Egyptians could go no fur- 
ther back into antiquity than their Ofiris ; whofe actions 
are a mixture of what had been, performed before by 
Uranus and Bacchus; as a difcerning reader may per- 
ceive by examining his hiftory. His eaftern conquefts are 
derived from Bacchus, and his weftern. from Uranus: 
his wife and fifter His feems to be no other than a fecond 


(1) Strabo fays it might be fo called from one Arabzus fon of Hermes 
or Mercury, according to Stefichorus: but that it could not be fo old as 
the Heroic times, or Mythic age. 


U / of 
Kal xéebw Apataio + Eeudoy axaunle 
/ 
Teyaro. 
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Titea, or Terra, under a different name: and the mur- 
der of Ofiris is only that of Uranus, the circumftances a 
little enlarged. ~The Phenician hiftory, or the tranflator 
Philo, is fomething more particular about the death of 
Uranus, but mentions not a word of Bacchus; which 
fome may think a reafon for bringing Bacchus down 
lower than the time of Uranus; but it only proves that 
his worfhip was not fo early known in Phenicia, as that 
of the other. Both feem to me to have lived near the 
fame time; which I have placed about 2300 years, or 
more, before the Chriftian ra; and if miftaken, am 
ready to fubmit to better information. 


; What the Arabians alledged 
The “8p sii FORE wef Bacchus’s birth in Arabia Be. 
fons to Bacchus, lix we know not, nor indeed 
whether they afferted any fuch thing: if they did, the 
Egyptians claim to him is plainly founded upon theirs, 
as appears from the hiftory of Offris. It is (1) faid, 
‘“¢That he marched by the Red Sea through Arabia as 
‘“‘ far as to the Indies, the extremity of the world; that 
‘he built many cities in the Indies; among the reft, one 
“that he named Nyfa; being willing to leave a memo- 
“rial of that near Egypt, where he was brought up; 
‘that he planted the Ivy [facred to Bacchus ] in Nyfa 


(1) “Exrefle crothoudes, ? mopeiay dy Apablas odo. F Epubedy Odraasay, tos Ivdoy © mrepdlos 
Tis cixouwwns’ umiou JY iy wires an talyas ty Lvdoiey ey eis xoy Nuzuy tvoudru, Bearsudvoy 
Mynpacioy Smarr exeivus need? hy ered Kar Atwrlov. PuTevom St xg} wet liv ey TH mag Ty= 
dbis Nuc, % algwew 1370 7d Qurey by dnelve Lovo TS ToTWw Tov Te x2 Iden 0) rhe Buo~ 
ey aa@eaw. cmranrad # W, Bre one The Eowre araguolds Mrehormtves nar txenlu ql xeoar, 
dd ay west SeyTas Tos peTayevesepes tay Iydoy auoiclnirae aeh tod Stod, aéyovras Iydiy 
ca 7 v@. Diodor. Lib. 1, p. 12: 
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‘Cof the Indies, which continued to grow in that part 
‘Conly, and the places adjacent: and that he left many 
‘¢ other tokens of his having been in that country. Whence 
‘¢the later Indians were drawn into a controverfy about 
“that god; they afferting that he was an Indian by 
“birth.” The ftory is very plaufibly told, and with a 
feeming air of truth: but even from this ftate of the 
cafe, the reader I believe will anticipate my fentence; 
and adjudge the caufe to the Indians, rather than the 
Egyptians. Tho’ after all, I can admit neither of their 
pretenfions, but ftill believe that he was a Scythian con- 
queror. It would be trifling to mention the fleets and 
naval victories of Ofiris and Sefoftris, as tho’ they any 


way related to Bacchus, becaufe we are (1) told, that 


Bacchus’s invafion was not made by fea, but by land. 
aie eget aet: The Greeks muft have been in- 
fatuated with the love of fable, to 
fet up a Bacchus in their country; 
after they had received the ufe of letters, and might be 
fo eafily conviéted of forgery. They aflerted with as 
much confidence, tho’ not with fo good a grace, as the 
Egyptians, that the Indian Bacchus was a native of 
Greece; but tell us not how he got to India, nor what 
nations he conquered in his way thither. What actions 
he performed in Greece might be fables of their own ; 
but the ftories of foreign conquefts muft be borrowed 


(1) O83 wescey tam Hr veov wodeles tv Th Ivey ya" x04 yep x9 Tw Atoyr tx Ivdods 
coroy ot tusprluro yutaur vounxey. Arian. Exp. Alex. Lib, 6. p.124. Ed. 
Steph. 
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from the Egyptians. Philoftratus fays, (1) ** The Greeks 
differed from the Indians, and the Indians from one 
“another, about this god; for we, fays he, affirm that 
“© he was a Theban who conquered India: and for the 
truth of this appeals to a Difc of Indian filver, preferved 
as an offering at Delphi. And yet he feems to bring an. 
argument again{t himfelf, when defcribing the temple of 
Bacchus at Nyfa, he fays, (2) ‘* There was a ftatue of 
‘the god remaining of white marble, under the form of 
“an Indian youth.” But this whole account of Philo- 
ftratus is an illjudged fiGion, not founded upon the leaft 
authority.. The Greeks could have no knowledge of In- 
dia, but what they received from the Egyptians. Ofiris,. 
who was himfelf a counterfeit of the true Bacchus, was. 
the pattern from which they copied ; and in conformity 
to it, were obliged to (3) tranfport the fon of Semele from. 
Thebes to: Nyfa im Arabia, before he could be deemed: 
a true Bacchus. It would be endlefs, and to no purpofe, 
to follow this god through all the fables of the Greeks. 
I fhall only obferve that after traverfing Europe, Afia,. 
and Libya, they brought him to his grave at laft, and. 
(4) buried. him at Delphi ;. where. his rites and. myfteries 


(1) Asagigovren } ei Te Anvics rete 1) Exlwes Ivdbisy x) dbl darsacis* nuscis 2 
Onbexoy ex lids trdow Cape "Est St dewes Ivddxoo Ain@ & Syinguttlas AIONT- 
=O0= O SEMEAH> KAI AIOZ AMO INAQN: ATIOAAQNT: AEAGOI. Philoftratus. 
Vita Apollon. Lib. 2: c. 9. 

(2) Th 9 dzarun creacey WSS tpncw, aide > t&ecey acuxs. Philoftrat. Ibid. 

(3) Naw NX Arbyvooy re Abyuor of Enlwes ds owninee yivoudvor, és Toy pemesy eveped aro 
Leds ) iveike @¢ Nucsey F Smrep Anudle, evoey by TH AiSiomn. Herodot. Lib. 2. c. 146. 

(4) Ard iot Tre p Ontede monary Sunes, oaree epNTEL, Sesuyusor, %) Atagal Te Ato- 
woos rerlayer ety” an) ois reeg. To xpnsrecoy Xmonedet voucen. Plutarch. de Ifide & Ori- 
fide. Ayvovs Quy: Ty Aviploy? xgy cis Aéapes émeaSor, ener. teadva Jo. Malela. 
Chron... p. 52: 
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were preferved at leaft to the time of (1) Plutarch, if not 
Jater. (2) ‘‘ This laft Bacchus, the fon of Semele, inhe- 
‘‘ rits the glory and reputation due to the former; which 
“was likewife the fate of Hercules :” fays the unpreju- 
diced hiftorian. : 

yt sia Tho’ we give no detail of the 
The deification of the actions of ni Grecian Bacchus, 
yet it may be proper to enquire 
into the time of his deification. (3) Dionyfius the’ Mile- 
fian, who lived in the reign of Darius Hyftafpis, com- 
piled a Fabulous Hiffory in profe, interlarding it with 
verfes from the mythologifts and poets, who were the 
oldeft Greek writers. The firft poets of the Greeks were 
(4) Thracians, whofe ages cannot now be fettled; chro- 
nology being not at all the concern of the writers of thofe 
times. However it is probable, that all, who are men- 
tioned in hiftory, lived after the Greeks had gained the 
knowledge of letters. Thamyris, who is thought to be 
one of the oldeft, wrote a poem of the Titan war; but 
here I think Rapetnas camila make no part of the fable, 
becaufe he was not one of the Twelve Great Gods of 
Thrace, or Greece; and to make him an inferiour deity 


Grecian Bacchus. 


(1) Plutarch infcribes his treatife De I/de &F Ofiride, to Clea chief prieftefs 
of Bacchus at Delphi. 

(2) Aid 9 Tm wAISeS Tou KEINE, r a gomepay eleeray ayyonerray Xa F DONO» Tero 
xAngova aioe iw TOY wpory evEsegeov Togaugeaty Te x9) dofav" od bh rete dE yovoy oupbinves Fo 
cxeccipnuvor, ara | wt TOUTE ED Heaxates. Diodor. Lib. 3. Pp. T Abs 

(3) Atovucies ae) array Tas madeuds pu Somoibas s7@ > Te wer > Asbyvooy 194 
aes Ape cats tn 3 8s Apyovauras, 194 Te. i ry Tasexoy TAL MOY DEY SITAy X94 WON 
ereeg ouveTake, obgndes 7 DOIN AT THY ery Lay Tov Te Puro ywY x94 TOV wolMNToyY. 
Diodor. Lib. 3. p. 140. 

(4) See Enquiries concerning the firft Inhabitants &c. of Europe. 
p. 32, 33: 
would 











Of the Fabulous’ Ages. 7 


would be doing him injuftice. Linus the Theban poet, 
if he was the mafter of (1) Orpheus, was probably a 
Thracian ; he wrote a poem of the elder Bacchus in the 
old Greek, or Pelafgic, language and letters: this, I 
think, is the firft time we hear of Bacchus in Greece. 
Linus brought the Phenician letters into ufe with the 
Greeks, and by all accounts was contemporary with Cad- 
mus: . the Bacchus therefore celebrated by him, could 
not be the.fon of Semele, but the Egyptian Ofiris. (2) Eu- 
molpus: another Thracian, followed Linus in treating of 
the actions of this god; and the fubject of his poem I 
take to be the Egyptian Bacchus. 


Orpheus introduced Bac- But Orpheus. the Thracian, 
hl inch Grebe ., .above. all others, has the ho- 


| | nour of introducing. Bacchus 
into the number of the gods of Greece. .The Egyptians, 
of whofe veracity I have no great opinion, (3) charged 
the Greeks with acting abfurdly ; in affirming that Bac- 
chus was born at Thebes. ‘They. faid that Orpheus 
*‘came into Egypt, and was initiated into the rites and 
“‘myfteries of Bacchus; and thus inftructed, brought 


(1) Tw 3 Away dh Trounbi'g % Merwe SanuaSevte, padnras 24 worrks, 
Tes } ages Heguata, Odwwesv, % Ope Diodor. Lib. 3. p. 143. 

(2) Etuorre@ by tots Baxyanols rect Pnciv 

Aspopat Aibvuaoy ty durtvion mueomy. Diodor. Lib. ‘1. p- 7. 

(3) Ths 3 aéyorlas ty OfCaus # Borwrtar yelovevae + Sedv tx Deueans % Atis Past edrd- 
Cen" Oppea 8 eis Atyuctloy Peorublyre 1% weTagavte. S TeaeTys, % Tay Atoyvotenay wusi~ 
eroy petaralby la —— Merequxora Se F mee’ Atwaliots SeoroyeuWer, pereveyney thu Ooi- 
dG rev marus yeveow oh Tos veewTE Qs xpoves. peerChuduéy 4} ris Kaducsois, evsnoedtee 
kau rersriw nad iy odgdvax Trois puouhiois, 8 Susans yoy Avis yeyevvndus T Arbyvooy® 
Tis} dvSpdaes re fe ala F dyvotay Lanurabves, ma > aly rw Opgéws abiomsray 0, dEav 
éy Tols TeLouTors mporrzovTas, TI SY weusov idkos apordexouwous ¥ Seiy “Eanbwe yopuCoutwoyy 
Kee Sa mee pocsonTes, xonrudes Tas Texsraus. Diod. Lib. 1, p. 14. 
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‘‘down the birth of the ancient Ofiris to much later 
‘times; and to ingratiate himfelf with the Thebans, in- 
“¢ ftituted new rites, wherein the initiated were taught, 
«that Bacchus was the fon of Jupiter and Semele.. The 
‘© people thus deceived, partly through ignorance, partly 
“through the high opinion they had of Orpheus's fkill 
‘in facred matters; but chiefly becaufe. it was a. very 
*« defirable thing to have this god thought to be a Gre- 
‘cian, readily received his myfteries.” Tho’ I much 
doubt whether Orpheus ever was in Egypt, or initiated: 
into the myfteries of Ofiris; yet I can eafily allow the: 
Egyptians charge againft the Greeks: and that their Bac- ” 
chus was no more than Ofiris. But if the Egyptians had. 
been afked from whence they received Ofiris, I believe. 
they muft have anfwered from Arabia; and if the quef- 
tion had been put to the Arabians, they muft have faid. 
from India. In fhort the practice, of ftealing their gods 
from one another, was fo common among nations, that 
it was never thought a crime, but rather meritorious. 
The time between Cadmus and the Trojan war, by my. 
reckoning is a period of about 400 years; within this 
period, and perhaps about the middle of it, the deifica- 
tion of Bacchus may be placed. The time of the elder 
Orpheus is uncertain, but muft come within this period : 
and I think the affair of Jupiter and Semele muft have 
grown into an old ftory with the Greeks, before Orpheus 
could obtrude his new rites upon them. 


Thymeetes 
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. Thymeetes fon of Thymeetes was 
ape ae Bacchus abies old poet, faid Sabb (1) con- 
of Thymectes. temporary with Orpheus; he too 
compofed a poem of the elder Bacchus in the Pelafgic 
diale& and letters. This feems to have been wrote before 
the Greeks thought of a Bacchus of their own; or at 
leaft while they were preparing the way for one. The 
{ubftance of this poem was inferted by Dionyfius Milefius 
into his hiftory; and feems defigned to overthrow the 
credit of the Egyptian Bacchus, by feigning another more 
ancient in Libya. Thymeetes took care to lay the fcene 
a great way off for his own fecurity ; but blended with 
it the oldeft mythology of the Greeks. As it affords us 
an inftance of the endlefs circulation of fables, I thall ab- 
{trac moft of the particulars, which are preferved in 
ee by Diodorus; the whole being too long for this 
place. 

L ‘‘ The Libyans near the Sea coatft, 
eaLoe BU ose fays (2) Diedosas, difpute the 
on of Ammon, bi ial cMitdhi Ada ard .tb h 
nd ion irth of this god; and fhew that 

‘* Nyfa, and other things reported 
“©of Bacchus, were remaining in their country, to this 
“day; and many ancient and modern mythologifts and 
“ poets of the Greeks agree with them.” — “ Thymeetes 
‘‘ travelled into many parts of the world, through Libya 
“to the weftern or Atlantic ocean: he vifited Nyfa, 


(1) Ovusiztw + Ovpolre o¥ Aacuedvt@’, xT! rw iiamiay yeyovira Te Ocgéws. Diod. 
Lib. 3. p. 140. 

(2) Otx dyvoa & ore ) F hw Aikilw venoubwey of ope T axeawoy olnavres audisbuTovn 
T Ts Ots yulriws, 0 F Nvow m T Adan me wel ots pudroysulve aap taurois Stixyuwo 


yeyermdva. xa. Diodor. Lib. 3. p. 140. 


K 2 ‘¢ where 
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‘¢ where Bacchus was brought up, and learning the ftory 
‘from the Nyfeans, wrote a poem entitled Phrygia, con- 
“cerning the actions of this god. Ammon, a king who 
‘reigned in fome part of Libya, married. Rhea daughter 
“Cof Uranus, and fafter of Saturn,. and:the other: Titans. 
‘¢ At his firft entrance upon his. government he met with 
‘‘ the nymph Amalthea on the (1) Ceraunian mountains, 
‘‘ and begot upon her Bacchus ;» but:dreading the (2) jea- 
“‘ loufy of Rhea, fent him to be brought up at (3) Nyfa, 
‘“‘a city far diftant,. lying in an ifland:furrounded by, the 
‘‘ river Triton,, and: acceflible-only by one. paffage. called 
“the Nyfean gates. [Then follows a beautiful defexiption 
of theifland, and grotto, wherein Bacchus was educated ; 
which, I wilh had. been preferved in.it's primitive metre, 
wt being no contemptible /pecimeniof the poets genius, and 
well worth the reading.| .‘* Ammon brought -the child: to 
‘this grotto, and committed him to the care of Nyfa, 
‘“‘ daughter of» Arifteus, who-was appointed. his. tutor 
‘and inftructor ;..but Minerva was his guardian.. Here 


(1) The Ceraunian. mountains were fituated on the north fide of the- 
Euxine, and extended: from the Tanais to.the Cafpian fea. » Hinc orti_mon- 
tes’ longo fe juigo, &F donec Rhipais conjungantur, exporrigunt, qui altera ‘parte 
in Euxinum,, Maotida, 8 Tanaim, altera in Cafpium:pelagus obverfi CERAU- 
ni1 dicuntur. Mela de Situ: Orbis. Lib. 1. c,20.. Though little credit is 
to be given to. this.whole fable, yet if I could believe any part of it, it 
fhould be this- circumftance of the Ceraunian: mountains ;’ for the poet 
might poffibly have fome. notion,, that Bacchus was of Scythian extrac- 
tion. 

(2) The jealoufy of Rhea feems to be copied from the jealoufy of Titaa 
wife of Uranus. 

(3) This Nyfa I take to be the city of Bacchus mentioned by Strabo, 
that could never be found out twice by the fame perfon. Ev 4 7H Asin Aso- 
Was TAY Ears Tosti S 2x tvdey tes ds * auriv eEoucery. Strabo.« Lib. 7+ P- 299-. 


“ whilft 
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*‘whilft a boy, he grew famous for finding out the ufe 
‘‘of wine, and the way of prefling grapes, and drying 
‘< fome for ftore. When his fame began to {pread, Rhea 
‘his ftepmother would have ftoln away the boy ; but 
‘“‘ being difappointed, in a rage left Ammon, and re- 
‘turned to her brothers the Titans, and married Sa- 
“turn; whom, with the Titans, fhe perfwaded to make 
‘“war upon Ammon; who was defeated. in battle, and 
“by famine obliged to retreat to Crete, whilft Saturn 
“‘feized the kingdom. -Bacchus then levied fouldiers, 
*¢ (1) two hundred of which were bred up with him, as 
‘* companions ;. and. confederating with. the Libyans and 
** Amazons, commanded by Minerva, routed’ Saturn in 
‘a great battle, and took the Titans prifoners ; but in- 
‘“ftead of putting them to death, generoufly pardoned 
“‘them ; and they took up arms under him. Then pur- 
*‘ fuing the war with Saturn, he came: to Zabirna a city 
‘‘ of Libya, where he flew the terrible monfter Campe. 
“Then leading his army on, he fought Saturn under the 
‘walls cf the city of Ammon, and forced him to fly ; 
*¢ but Saturn refolving. to deftroy the palace, fet the city 
“on (2) fire in the night, and efcaped with Rhea. Af- 


(1). This is. borrowed. from-the hiftory of Sefoftris,. whofe: father. collected 
all the boys in Egypt, wha were born 6n the fame day. with his fon; and 
bred them up with him, to be his companions, and'fellow warriours. Vid. 
Diodor. Lib. 1. p. 34. 

(2) The Egyptian priefts told: Herodotus a ftory fomething like: this. 
viz. “ That Sefoftris, returning from: his conquefts, was invited by his 
“ brother. to lodge in his. houfe at Pelufium:; but the brother fet the houfe 
“on fire in the night, and Sefoftris, with his wife and four children,. hardly 


* efcaped, with. the lofs of two others, who perithed in the ames,” Herod. 
Libr. c, 107. 


“© terwards 
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‘* terwards taking Saturn and Rhea prifoners, he pardon- 
‘‘ed them ; and Rhea loved him ever after as her own 
“fon; but Saturn’s friendfhip was not to be trufted. 
‘¢ About this time Saturn and Rhea had a fon born to 
‘‘them, named Jupiter, on whom Bacchus ‘conferred 
‘reat honours. He then built a temple to his father 
‘‘Ammon, and fet up an oracle. He conquered E- 
‘‘oypt, and made Jupiter king of it, though yet but a 
“youth. ‘He taught the Egyptians the ufe of wine, and 
‘in the barren countries, where vines would not grow, 
“to make a (1) drink of barley, little inferiour to wine 
“in ftrength, tafte, or flavour. He is likewife faid to 
**have returned by hafty marches from India, to the 
‘¢ Mediterranean, and found the Titans pafling over inte 
“Crete againft Ammon. Jupiter levied forces in Egypt, 


‘and brought them to the affiftance of Ammon; Bac- 


‘‘chus too, with Minerva, brought -over their forces, 
“when a battle was fought, wherein the Titans were all) 


“€ cut off to a:man. When Ammon and Bacchus became 
‘immortal, and the Titans were utterly deftroyed; Ju- 
“« piter obtained the empire of the world, none daring to 
“¢ be fo impious as to difpute it with:-him. This is what 
“¢the Libyans related of the firft Bacchus, fon of Am- 


‘‘mon and Amalthea.” If this was a report of the Li- 
byans, I eafily guefs from whence they learnt it; and 


(1) This feems to be robbing the Egyptian Bacchus of the honour of 
the invention, for other authors afcribe it to-Ofiris. Téa@ 3 rv"Onew aaow 
qin cine plu emeaSivra, ¥ xowy Biov rors iyspordrols xapreis evepyeTyow” ef 3) Tis pw~a Te 
Out Ths dumer® uM wpordenoito, Adukae 70 te Tis Kens KaraonevaChudvoy Tliuey Acim~ 
poy & Tony E er F Olvoy kadvas we % duwduews. Diodor. Lib. 1. p. 17. 
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do:not wonder that the Greeks and Africans were fo well 
agreed about it. This wild. and incoherent romance in- 
duftrioufly avoids all mention of Ofiris, as if there had 
been.no fuch king in Egypt :. and begins with the times 
of Saturn, and reconciles him to his deadly enemies the 
Titans.. But the principal defign feems to be, to make 
Bacchus the. fon of the Libyan Ammon ; and an older 
deity than Jupiter. From whence the hiftorian takes oc- 
cafion,, though. I think. unneceffarily,. to infer that there 
muft be more than one Bacchus, and one of them older: 
than the Theban. ‘Some, (1) fays he, affirm that there 
‘‘ were feveral Bacchus’s, and amongft other proofs, give 
‘the Titan war.for one; for as all are agreed, that Bac- 
‘‘chus fought with Jupiter in this war, it would be ab- 
“‘furd, they fay,, to bring the Titan age down to the 
“time of Semele; and to make Cadmus the fon of Age- 
“nor older than the heavenly gods.” The inference may 
be very juft; but.I muft beg leave to diffent from him 
in the main point: for neither this, nor any other hiftory, 
can perfwade me, that any Bacchus ever joyned with 
Jupiter againft the Titans. Becaufe I take Jupiter to be 
at leaft two generations younger than Bacchus. 


(1) Tap 3 F aretus Arovdovs yeyovevar, ou Bras dndeiven mewovTar Pecew 0, rw ix 
# Tilayoparsas. oupPavene yO ame mao, ott Aibyuoos to Aut ouuNyovionTe Tw mess Ths 
Tiravas worzuovy tduuas aptrey gaol F F Tirdyay yeyedy Sever wl ros F Semerus x e0v ess 
iN KAdpor Toy Ayivoges. Nnpatvede cwpecCurspey ives Tov Okvmwy Seay. Diod. Lib, 3. 
Pp. 145. 
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To draw into a clear view 
sift of Bact v the what has been faid of Bacchus, 
Pid, : and to diveft it of inconfiftences, 

fo frequent in fabulous hiftory: we muft firft allow. the 
precedence to the Indian Bacchus; forsthat-I think is a 
point not to be.contefted. As to the Arabian, of whom 
we know fo little, every reader muft ufe his own. judg- 
ment. Some may think that he came from Egypt, o- 
thers that he was the fame with the Indian; which laft 
opinion I think moft probable... By his being jointly wor- 
fhiped with Uranus he may be.as old, and.probably an 
older deity than him. Of all the other Bacchufes Ofiris 
is undoubtedly. the moft ancient; and his age cannot ibe 
placed fo high as the Titan empire. ‘The :(1). Egyptians 
feigned that he was the fon-of.-Saturn, .as if they,would 
make him equal.to Jupiter; «and the poet Thymeetes 
feems to have this in his eye, when he athrms.that.Bac- 
chus appointed Jupiter fon of Saturn to reign-over Egypt: 
for, by Jupiter he feems to.me ‘to mean Ofiris.. The 
Greek poets thought»themfelves | privileged to create a 
Bacchus.in any age, or country ; .but by examining their 
pedigrees, .we fhall find them all:later than Ofiris, :or -at 
moft the very fame with him. Thus one is called the 
fon of Jupiter.and Proferpine ; another the fon of Nilus; 
a third the fon of Jupiter and Io, or: of Jupiter and Ce- 
res; thefe all may be reduced to one king of Egypt, and 
that king muft be Ofiris. The fon of Caprius alone, as 
(1) Meta 3 route + Kesvor Leeda, 2) yiuaile lw adrgloy Peay, yavnoos xT! wey 
mvas Tov purorsyoy One xo lov, xt > Tes mAcisous, Mid TE neu Heyy. Diodor. 


Libs2. pag. 23. 
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he is called by Tully, can be placed before him;.and 


he, as we faid above, muft be the Indian Bacchus, the 
conqueror of Afia. The Theban Bacchus was born fe- 
veral ages after Ofiris, and at a time when hiftory began 
to dawn, and poetical fictions to lofe their weight; there- 
fore his age is determined by hiftorical circumftances. 
The Libyan Bacchus fearce deferves to be mentioned, 
but on the account of his pretended father Ammon, 
The name of (1) Hammon, or Ammon, may be derived 
from Ham the fon of Noah; but he can upon no ac- 
count be. reckoned a deity of greater antiquity, than the 
Thracian, or Grecian gods; becaufe’he is {aid to be con- 
temporary with Saturn and Jupiter. Notwithftanding 
this, the poet has fo far fuccéeded in his defign, as to 
gain belief with the credulous Greeks ; and to impofe 
upon the great (2) conqueror of the world, by making 
him appeal to the oracle, in order to be recognifed the 
fon of Ammon, 
Ries In the fable of fo ancient a deity 
acchus compared Banch hof fish] 
shar hap fame as Bacchus, whofe name too {prea 
through all nations, we may natu- 
turally expect fome allufions to fa@s recorded by Mofes : 
and the ufe we make of them fhould be to confirm the 
authority of the facred writings. Thus I think we may 
conclude, that the hiftory of Noah is genuine, and ori- 


(1) Sed totum boc fubnixum eft fundamento ifti, Fovem hune Ammonem effe 
eundem ac Ham, five Cham, Noe filium uti non Jemel diximus. Voffius De 
Idololatria. Lib. 1. c. 32. 


(2) Vid. Plutarch. in Alexandro. Arrian. Exped. Alexand. Lib. 3. 
Quintus Curtius De Rebus Geftis Alexandri. Lib. 4. . 30. 
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ginal: that he (1) lived before, and after, the floud : 
that he was an hufbandman, and taught the people agri- 
culture: that he planted the vine, made wine, and was 
(2) overtaken by the power of it: fince all thefe circum- 
{tances are transferred to Bacchus. And Bacchus, for 
aught I know, may be one of the beft arguments to 
prove, that India and China were planted by Noah, and 
part of his family ; an opinion ftrenuoufly maintained by 
fome of the (rz) moderns. Not that I would make him 
the fame identical perfon with Noah, as others have 
done; becaufe I fuppofe that he lived near a thoufand 
years after the floud. } 


(1) It was a current opinion that Bacchus was twice born, and the alle- 
gorizers who took him for wine itfelf, accounted for it feveral ways; as 
that the leaf of the vine firft fhot out, then the grape ; fome thought that 
by the fecond birth was meant the cuftom of boiling the wine after it was 
made, to increafe.the ftrength and flavour. But others faid, ‘“‘ The vine 
‘< with other fruits being deftroyed in the floud of Deucalion, it fprung up 
“¢ again after the floud; which is to be taken for the fecond appearance of 
“this god among men.” Ak J wrt F yentow tx Ans Opgde du, Ale zo doxew oF 
TOY Urov, BY aes x2! Acunartava nataxavguye QSapluia 0 TéT8s The AL PTs, vo} xT! hiv 
emouberay mir avaQuivrwy, aareces SwTepe Shpaveay Tat vmipker Te Stov mag avSpa 
mas. Diodor. Lib. 3. p.138. This is no forced, nor obfcure, allufion to 
the general deluge, and the circumftances of Noah’s life. 

(2) Bacchus was reprefented, as overtaken with wine, in the publick 
proceffions of the Greeks, as appears from Athenzeus. 0d xaaras > of wadloy- 
ses [Bacchum] 62 ¢ auatns aly weons F dyoegs olvopoy’ SAdtinvuures yO Tois Sectlars, 
On Hy 7 Ses xeeiTlov Say 6 cies. Deipnos. Lib. 10. p. 428. 

(3) Goropius Becanus Indo Scythica. p. 523. Sir Walter Raleigh. Hift. 
Lib. 1. c. 7. §.14. Webb’s Effay to prove the Chinefe the primitive lan- 
guage. Lond. 1669. p. 81,82. Bayer Muf. Sinicum. Vol. 2. p. 299. 


Tho’ 
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Roc Tho’ the Ifraelites kept themfelves 
acchus compared : eh CRANE eae 
asthe, ofes, unmixt with the cathen for evela 
ages, yet the Phenicians and Egyp- | 
tians muft in time grow acquainted with their hiftory, | | 
and traditions ; which they firft appropriated to them- 
felves, and then communicated to the Greeks: and from 
hence came thofe fimilar events in the lives of Mofes and 
Bacchus. As that both were born in Egypt: were beau- 
tiful children: had two mothers: were expofed upon 
the waters in an ark, or cheft: both were pictured horn- 
ed: Bacchus is called the Legiflator: he pafled through 
the Red Sea: one of the Bacchz in Euripides, by ftrik- 
ing a rock with her Thyrfus, brought out water. Thefe, 
and more, the reader will find (r) colleéted to his hand ; 
and, it is fufficient to fay, they are fo many branches of 
truth made fables, by engrafting them on Pagan hif- 
tory. 
B y Bacchus has been thought to be 
acchus compared Nifttud! die® miakee sa fer; 
sah [eared imrod the mighty hunter in {crip- 
i ture. What, I fuppofe, gave rife to 
the opinion, was Nimrod’s forming a kingdom in the 
eaft. But this kingdom does not feem to lye in the road 
of Bacchus’s progrefs, or to have made any part of his 
Indian empire. When once the notion was ftarted, cri- 
ticks endeavoured to find proofs for it; and the Greek | 
names of Bacchus are urged as plaufible reafons. Thus 


(1) Vide Voflium De Idololatria, Lib. 1. ¢. 30. 


L 2 (1) Ne- 
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(1) Nebpadn, 1.¢e. Hinnulea pelle ami€tus, is a common epi- 
thet given by the poets to Bacchus; and /Vebroth is the 
Hebrew word for Nimrod, in Greek JVebrodes. Zaypévs 
is likewife another, anfwering to that of (2) Mighty Hun- 
zer. But thefe, I think, are not fufficient to outweigh 
the other opinion, that Nimrod was the fame with Belus: 
unlefs they would make him both Belus and Bacchus. 
The rites of Bacchus may be thought 
Orne on to contribute fomething eat ‘lint. 
trating his hiftory; and therefore it may 
be expected that we fhould add a word or two upon that 
fubject. The fable of his being drawn in a chariot by 
tygers, fufficiently indicates the country from whence he 
came: but what outward form of worfhip the Indians 
paid to him, is altogether unknown; unlefs we fuppofe 
that the Egyptian and Grecian rites were copied from 
them, which is not improbable. (3) “ The fecond Bac- 
‘“chus, fon of Jupiter and Jo, daughter of Inachus,. 
‘“‘ reigned over Egypt, and inftituted the myfteries, and 
‘“‘taught the manner of initiating.” This king muft be 


Bacchus. 


(1) Nomen alludit ad Nimra, Chaldei Tigrim ita nominant. Inde Tigres, 
in curru Bacchi, &§ amitius e pelle tigridis. Alii ex nebride malunt, &F Nebro- 
dem Bacchum appellant. 


Nuwleaor, Noiov, Nebpdidea, NéCecdmmnry, Anthol.. Lib. r. c. 38.. Epig. r. 


Quafi veftitum pelle Hinnuli, ignari boc ipfifimum effe Nimrodi nomen apud Gre- 
cos. Vide 70 feniores, Fofepbum, & alios. Bochart. Phaleg. Lib. 1. c. 1. 
(2) Quid quod in fabulis Bacchi nomen antiquifimum eft Laypis, id eff, Ro- 
Haley Venator,. quo epitheto Nimrodem five Nebrodem infignit Mofes. Idem.. 
id. 
(3) To 3 dre [Dionyfum] gacy & Wes 4 Ide Al yvicdvor, Bamnrtvou & F 
Anak, xeradiles 3 ris Tees. Diodorus. Lib. 3. pag. 145. 


Ofiris,, 
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Ofiris, nor are the Egyptian myfteries older than his 
reign: and of what kind they were at firft, it will be 
dificult to find out. External] pomps and proceffions 
became in time neceflary attendants on devotion ; and 
every age, I prefume, added fomething new to their ce- 
remonies ; efpecially in a country wholly addiéed to fu- 
perftition, for that knows no bounds. To endeavour to 
explain all thefe, would be pretending to a {kill like that 
of interpreting dreams ; wherein the ideas are faintly re- 
tained, and generally confufed, and incoherent, Some 
perhaps may allude to particular a@ions of his life 3 as 
the Orgia, and frantic manner of fhouting and dancing, 
may denote either his victories, or the power and eftfeéts 
of wine: the Bacchides armed with javelins may repre- 
fent the female warriours in his army ; and the timbrels 
and cymbals his waglike mufic; all thefe might come at 
firft from India, and were perhaps whimfical, but inno- 
cent. And even the obfcene rites of Bacchus, which 
(1) Melampus brought from Egypt into Greece, feem to 
be derived from. that country ; fince we find the fame 


(2) indecencies in religion ftill practifed among the mo- 
dern Indians. 


(1) Samnty + mJ Avviow Teper voy Merdyrus 84 6. donynraphvG 
Suvles motctor ret worciin Exvlwes. Herodot. Lib. r. c. 49. AR yoy Ts Enlwas, ee 
Aras megeianporas re wel Fs Opyreomis yoy Tas Aroyues 

/ 


€ \ 6 ~ \ 
Cus CopTUS, THUAY T8TO 7 Mbezcy 
3 ~ \ fo) n ~ / nn \ / > / - ee | 4 f 

£¥ TE Tols musyeiols, xo4 Tals Tou Oxy Tere Telos Te xHo4 Jvoias, ovoeteCoy To ONTO Parrvy. 
Diod. Lib..1. p. 13. 


194 me TEE ua 


(2) See Captain. Hamilton’s account of the god coparsami, worfhiped 


at Ganjam on the Coromandel coaft toward the Ganges. New Account of 
the Eaft Indies. Vol. 1, P. 332. 
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To make our hiftory of this 
god more compleat, we will be- 
{tow a fentence or two upon ‘the 
different names under which he was worfhiped. ‘Thefe 
amount to too great a (1) number, to be treated parti- 
cularly: and therefore I fhall confine myfelf to three on- 
ly, and thofe of moft common ufe, Dionyfus, Iacchus, 
Bacchus: neither of thefe can be proved to be his true 
Indian, or Scythian, name; but all feem to be given 
him after he ceafed to be mortal. The firft, pionysus, 
is that by which he was known to the oldeft Greek poets, 
Homer and Hefiod; and the Arabians and Egyptians 
probably ufed a word not very different from this. It 
was the general -opinion-of the Greeks, as well as of other 
nations, that this name had relation to the (2) city, fo 
often mentioned, which he built, or where he was born. 
The Indians are faid to ufe the word (3) Acivoc, or Deun 
for a King; fo that with them it fignified the King of 
AVyfa; but with the Arabians fomething more, if it is 


Of the names Dionyfus, 


lacchus, Bacchus. 


(1) Ogygia me Bacchum vocat, 
Ofirin Aegyptus putat, 
Myfite Phacen nominant, 
Dionyfon Indi exiftimant, 
Romana facra Liberum, 
Arabica gens Adoneum, 
Lucanianus Pantheum. Aufon. Epig. 29. 
— Bacchumque vocant, Bromumque, Dyeumque, 
Ignigenam, Satumqne iterum, folumque Bimatrem. 
Ovid. Met. Lib..4. 
(2) Byravse [Nyfe] 3 van wyugar teggeila mide merouryoou Siva 2° dm maagis, 
% m7, Astwow. Diodor. Lib. 3. p. 139. 
(3) OF 3 Acuwoo’ Eaeady Banatds eaveto Nvosys. Acvvoy } + Baorata atleow of Ivdbi, 
és Leos. EEtymol. Magnum, 


derived 
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derived from their (1) Du, or Dy, My/a, i.e. The Lord: 
or, God, of Nyfa. Thofe who take Bacchus for Mofes, 
have another conceit, that (2) Dy Nye, is the fame as 
Dy Sinai, or God of Sina, by tranfpofing the fyllables ; 
but this I think is {training the parallel too far. Etymo- 
logical proofs are feldom conclufive, unlefs where they 
come directly home to the point, and as it were com- 
mand our affent. To give reafons for the meaning of a 
name, drawn from fome accident, or quality, couched 
under that word in another language, argues a lively 
imagination, but can have no great weight with the ju- 
dicious. However when we confider the high dignity of 
this god, I think we may without difficulty fub{fcribe to 
the opinion of fome learned men, with regard to his 
name 1accuus. This may poflibly be the oldeft, at leaft 
the moft facred, name ; it being the word ufed in the 
(3) myfteries; and is faid never to be (4) applied to the 
‘Pheban, but to the oldeft Bacchus. Iacu, according to 
the beft criticks, as Selden, Voflius, aud others, is the 
fame as jan, or ‘Fehovab, the god of the Hebrews, which 
was fometimes written (5) 140: a deity pronounced by 


(1) Vid. Pocock. Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 106. 

(2), Sina autem vel Syna, per metathefin fit Nyfa: inde aibyuos, hoc eft Do- 
minus Sine, vel Febovah Sina. Dickenfon. Delph. Phoenic. c. to. p. 105. 

(3). Keu esi Te. Qavis adnkeivs © of Pavedeu rw pavlw.cver ¥ pustkey Lannov. — x04 
aw paviv is duses, ty Tasty TH det IaxzeCsot. Herodot. Lib. 8. c. 65. 

(4.) ASnvato: Aibyooy ¥ Age ©) Kbens ceCuow, &rrov taov Atdyvaoy’ % 6 Tangos 6 wwsi- 
nos TETH TS Atovize, id me) Orla, exed¥ru. Arrian. Exp. Alex. Lib. 2. P: 43. 
Ed. Steph. 

(5) Mapa > ais Ieduls Médolu # IAQ stmartudvoy Sev aformohonde TY vouows ante) 
didtvask, Diodor. Lib. 1 
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the (x) heathen oracle to be the greateft of all the gods. 
And it is not improbable, that this was the name by 
which he was known to the ancient Indians ; for they 
have preferved the word to. this.day, only with a more 
guttural pronunciation: (2) Ktack in their language fig- 
nifying God. Baccuus, in the Aolic dialeé@, feems to 
be the fame with raccuus; and therefore we may be ex- 
cufed from following fome, otherwife very learned men, 
who bring it from a different root; as from (3) Baccha, 
fignifying Great; or from. (4) Bar Chus, becaufe, fay 
they, Nimrod was the Sow of Chus. 

wh After fo many thoufand years 

ether any remains a & hed h 

SF Rarehivsitale Teh are paft, fince the time when we 
Indi fuppofe Bacchus to have flourifh- 
tie ig ed, it may be thought impoffible 
to find any traces of him in India at prefent: efpecially 
being deprived of all light from the ancients. His ac- 
tions, as a man or king, may be fuppofed to be loft and 
forgot; the particulars of his victories, the cities which 
he built, and the colonies that he planted, worn out of 
all knowledge: but the remembrance of him, as a deity, 
may poflibly be preferved to this time, fince the Indians 


(1) Confulius Apollo Clavius, quis deorum habendus fit, qui vocatur ide, ita 
effatus eft 


teglio  mavrwy txativ Sviv tuuev 14a. Macrob. Saturn. Lib. 1. c. 18. 

(2) The King of Pegu’s fubjeéts, if they may be fo called, treat him with 
fulfome adulation. When the fpeak, or write to him, they call him their Gob, 
or in their language, K1acK. MHamilton’s New Account of the Eaft Indies. 
Chap. 36. p. 43. 

(3) Baccua, Grandem, Magnum, Preclarum effe denotare. Pocock. Spec. 
Hift. Arab. p. 107. 

(4) Bochart Phaleg. Lib. 1. c. 2. 


continue 








Of the Fabulous Ages. 89 


continue ftill idolaters. If we only recolle@, how long, 
and under how many various names, and forms of wor- 
fhip, the memory of Jupiter was kept up in different 
countries ; we cannot but think, that the fame honours 
might be paid to Bacchus, by the different nations of the 
Indies. With a view therefore of finding fome latent to- 
kens of him, under one {hape or another, among that 
people, I fhall make a few extraéts from modern writers 
and travellers; which if they tend to no other purpofe, 
may ferve to exercife the readers curiofity, if he is at. 
all inquifitive ; without prefuming to come to any cer- 
tainty, or to determine any thing myéelf. 
The.Cbjnefe Fo. on As the Greek hiftorians fail us 
from the times of Alexander and Se- 
leucus ; we muft be beholden to o- 
thers the moft authentic we can find. Here the Chi- 
nefe hiftory feems to come in to our affiftance. It is 
(x) faid that in confidence of that prophecy of Confucius, 
‘That the Holy One was to appear in the Weft,” the 
emperour Ming Ti fent perfons in queft of him into In- 
dia; who, under a perfwafion that they had found him, 
brought the worfhip of ro into China, about the year of 
Chrift 64. This muft have been the moft confiderable 
deity of India at that time; tho’ by their accounts he 
was born long before Confucius, and even a thoufand 
years before the Chriftian AEra. His birth, and. actions, 
as they are related, are of the marvellous kind, and en- 
tirely fabulous: nor is there much agreement to be found 
between them, and the Greek accounts of Bacchus. The 


Indian Deity. 


(1) See P. Du Halde’s Hiftory of China. 
M fyllable 
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fyllable ro feems not to be his Indian name, but given 
him by the Chinefe, perhaps on account of their firft 
king Fosi. Nor was this his only name; for he was like- 
wile called Fwe Kyau, Fo T/fe; and by the Chinefe them- 
felves, She, or She Kya, and by the (1), Japonefe Xaca, 
or, Sha Ka. Whether Kyau, She Kya, or Sha Ka, may 
have any affinity with Fab, Fao, Lach, 1 leave to the 


readers judgment. 


Maidafburen, or Bull- The learned profefior (2) Bayer 


; of Petersburg, fays he was. in- 
Giant, of Malabar. formed by the Danifh miflion- 


aries at Tranquebar, ‘* That the Indians of Malabar have 
‘‘a tradition, that there formerly lived a giant called 
°* Maidafburen, or the Bull-Giant, born at lVi/adaburam, 
“near the mountain Meru: he wore bulls horns; was 
‘¢ fed with the fleth of cows, and of other animals; was 
‘ often drunk with wine; and made war upon the gods. 
‘“‘ He had for his companions, Eight Pudam, or gigantic 
‘and malicious demons, of the family of Indian Shep- 


(1) Vid. Kircher China Illuftrata. Part. 3. p. 152, 153, &c. 

(2) “ Indi Tamuli narrant, MatDasHuREN fuiffe aliquem, ditium a Maid- 
“< ham {F Afuren, quafi TAURUM GIGANTEM, (gigantes autem fingunt beroas 
“* fuos fuiffe) in Nifadaburam urbe, haud longe a Meru monte natum, qui tau- 
“rina cornua geéftarit, carnibufque paftus, tum aliarum animantium, tum Vac- 
“< carum;, (quod in Indis fummum feelus) 8 vino ad ebrietatem repleri folitus 
** dits bellum intulerit. Ceterum in comitatu habuiffe otto Pudam, feu giganteos 
“EF malitiofos demonas, ex familia Indicorum paftorum, quos Kobaler, 1. €. 
“ Paftores, vocant, curru vettum ab offonis Leonibus, aut leopardis, aut tigri- 
“* dibus, aut elephantis.” Habetis Nyfam, ubi natum ferunt Bacchum etiam 
Grecorum aliqui: babetis Merum montem, unde Fovis uness Luciani agitatus 
jocis; babetis xobdass Bacchi, &F cornua, &F currum, F quicquid ad fabulam 
veteris Grecie defideretis. Nam de Amazonibus, feu bellicofis viraginibus ad 
Gangem Indi nunc quoque multa predicant. Bayer Hitt. Bactrian. pag. 2, 3. 


“¢ heards, 
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“‘ heards, whom they call Kobaler, and he was drawn in 
‘a chariot by eight Lions, Leopards, Tigers, or Ele- 
“ phants.” Here, {ays our author, “* You have the city 
“of Nyfa, where Bacchus was born, and mount, Meros 
‘¢ where he was brought up; You have the (2) Cobalt of 
‘‘ Bacchus, his horns, and_ his chariot, and whatever is 
“* required to the ancient fable of the Greeks. For as to 
‘‘ the Amazons, the Indians near the Ganges are ftill full 
‘‘of their exploits.” I deliver this fable as it is handed 
down to us; and recommend to the readers enquiry, 
Whether the remains of Wifadaburam, and Meru, may 
not be found in the cities (r) Vi/z and LVifchabour, and 
Marou, or Merou Erroud ; they feem to be fituated in 
about 38 degrees of latitude, and in the ancient Ba@tria ; 
the country from whence I fuppofe Bacchus to have {et 
out. I will not take upon me to fay, that this profane 
eating of the flefh of cows, and other animals, is an ar- 
gument of Bacchus’s Tartarian, or Scythian, extra¢tion ; 
but cannot but obferve that the Greeks had fome notion 
of him under this charaéter ; for they had a Bacchus call- 
ed (3) Quasi, or an Eater of Raw flefb, to whom human 
victims were facrificed. ‘The antiquity of the fable can- 
not be determined; but it muft be confeffed, that it car- 


(1) KéCaros Aatuoyes Got mes ouAnegh ex Assyuooy. AneaTebvis. Ariftoph. Schol. 
in Plutum. vy. 279. Kobdaus. Ex @pardnax Kobdaus x94 Tlavépyes. Idem. in Ba- 
trach. v..147. 

(2) See Hift. of Gengizchan. Book. 4. Cap; 

(3) Te @cuasoxrta SEsmoupuG exeadoey F yearleney xara pe aSe, Hy) xaSrepdomu mvs, 
Qunsh Awyirm amesroukdudwoy" ae 7S Eee owmyelay Te % vinlu tordur mois Eno. Plu- 
tarch. in Themiftocle. Eq 3 qs “at Oxuusoxrtes opeyadevras Duns} Atview. Plu- 
ALpoy TO uaTEas Evpeaynsou Qunsh Atoveres 


tarch. in Pelopida. Kel xtyoyru xi 
heaSiteaSnyen. Idem, in Ariftide. 
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ries with it the genuine marks of the Grecian Bacchus ; 
tho’ he is reprefented in fo hideous a form, that the pic- 
ture feems to be drawn by an enemy. Upon the whole, 
I think we may conclude, that the worfhip of Bacchus 
did not prevail; nor did he probably fignalize himfelf, 
in this part of India, any other ways than by his hofti- 
lities. 
The Indian vod is us fee whether we can find more 
Rie re pectable footfteps of him in Mogu- 
liftan. In the province of Becar, to- 
wards the Ganges, the Indians had a god called Ram, 
whofe character agrees pretty well with that of Bacchus ; 
(1) Kircher takes him to be Fo, or Sha ka; abovemen- 
tioned. ‘Ram, fays (2) Mr Thevenot, was a great King, 
“‘ whofe fanctity, and good offices, have procured. him a 
‘“‘more particular communion with God, than other 
‘‘ Saints have, and therefore they f{hew him much more 
“reverence.” ‘This tradition may prove, that he was at 
firfta mortal; but the word ram, or RaMAs with a Greek 
termination, feems to mean (3) Zhe moff High, or God 
himfelf : and was probably the fame with their Brahma, 
the creatour of the univerfe. But this perhaps was a ti- 
tle, which the wifer fort of the modern Indians, who are 
more deifts, than Idolaters, might think too great to be 
given to their god ram. 


(1) China Iluftr. p. 152. 
(2) Travels into the Indies. pag. 64. 
(3) PAMAS. 0 tssos Os. Hefychius. 
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Samonifu, or Shak- From the Ganges let us proceed 


nt to the more eaftern parts of India, 

and further. In Shen Si, one of the 
northern provinces of China, and which is {aid to be the 
firft that was inhabited; At a city called Kam ju, by 
others Campion, and, by M. Paul the Venetian (1) Cam- 
pition; the (2) embaffadors of Sha Rokh, fon of Ta- 
merlane, to the emperour of China, found in the year 
1419, ‘“‘A temple each fide 500 cubits in length, and 
“in the middle an Idol, lying as it were afleep, so feet 
‘Cin length; fo that the hands and feet were g feet long, 
‘‘and the head 21 round; at his back, and over his head, 
‘© were others of a cubit, as if alive. The great one was. 
‘all over gilded, and had one hand under his head, the 
“¢ other ftretched down along his thigh: they called him 
‘©sAMONIFU, and run in crouds to bow before him.’” 
This I make no doubt was the Chinefe idol ro. Ramu- 
fio, the colletor-of Travels, (3) fays, ‘In Kampion: 
‘their temples are built like the churches at Venice, 
“large enough to hold four, or five, thoufand men; in 
‘“‘ them are feen the ftatues of a man and woman ftretch- 
‘ed on the ground, each fourty foot long, all of one 
“piece and gilded.” Ramufio differs a little from the 
former relation, and no wonder ; fince he wrote not up- 
on his own knowledge, but upon the information of o- 


(1) Porro idola illa [in Campitio] funt formata, vel ex lapide, vel ex ligno, 
vel ex luto, defuper deaurata. Inter hec quedam funt tam magna, ut decem 
paffus contineant longitudine, terre ac fi fupini jacerent affixa : juxta que parva 
funt pofita idola, que majoribus reverentiam exbibere videantur. Mar. Paulus 
Ven. Itiner. Lib. 1. c. 49. 

(2) See Aftley’s Collection of Travels. 4°. Lond. 1747. Vol..4. p..624. 

(3) Aftley’s Collection. Vol. 4.. p. 639. 
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thers: but there can be no doubt, but ‘he meant the fame 
temple and idol; the woman being fuperadded to the 
account. The before mentioned embafladours, in their 
road through Little Bukharia, took notice of the city 
Tarkan, or Turfan, (1) ‘‘ Where is a great temple, with , 
‘<a huge Idol in it, which the inhabitants, who are ido- 
“ Jaters, fay is the image of suaxmonnu.” This deferip- 
tion of the temples, and images, together with the like- 
nefs of the names, prove that both were dedicated to 
one, and the fame, god. Mownwni, or mont, is an ad- 
{cititious term, that we can make nothing of: but ru 
feems to mean the fame as ro, the great Indian idol; 
who, as we obferved before, was called She Kia, or Sha 
Ka; from whence Shack, Sha, or Sa, as it might be 
differently pronounced by different people. 
Kiaiiosin ebe Mine fe us ‘aches from ie “a 
Ail of Pegu. oO the iouthern country o ndia 
towards the ocean. Captain Ha- 
milton, whofe diligence and curiofity, in obferving every 
thing remarkable in his travels, our traders would do 
well to imitate, (2) fays, ‘That in the kingdon of Pegu, 
‘“‘there are two large temples near Syrian, fo like one 
‘‘ another in ftructure, that they feem to be built by one 
‘‘model. One ftands about fix miles to the fouthward, 
“called Kiackiack, or The God§ of Gods, temple, In it 
‘* jis an image twenty yards long, lying in a fleeping pof- 
‘‘ture, and by their tradition has lain in that pofture 
“6000 years. His doors and windows are always open, 


(1) Aftley’s Collection. Vol. 4. p. 622. 
(2) New Account of the Eaft Indies. Vol. 2. c. 37. p. 57. 
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‘Cand every one has the liberty to fee him; and when 
“he awakes, this world is to ‘be annihilated.’ This is 
certainly the fame idol with thofe of Tarkan and Cam- 
pion ; their bulk and attitude prove as much. And the 
name Kzack, as we faid before, may poilibly be the fame 
as ach; and that the fame with Shak. ‘The repetition 
of the fyllables in Kiackiack brings to my mind the old- 
eft name of Bacchus, or (1) Baxyébayyos ; together with 
the repeated (2) vociferations in his myfteries ; by which 
perhaps they meant to invoke him as ‘the fupreme deity, 
or God of Gods. As to the time of his fleeping, it is 
indeed a longer term than the ancients allowed to Bac- 
chus; for he is faid to have flept only (3) three years : 
but ftories of this kind lofe nothing, and rather gain, b 
time and telling. I think however, that the fable of a 
god’s fleeping at all, was probably derived from India ; 
and that, in the opinion of the natives, their idol was 
of the greateft antiquity. And had they reckoned only 
4000 years, inftead of 6000, it might be thought a 
chronological argument in favour of Bacchus. 


(1) Sed nomen BanyérocG, ut alia item quamplurima, alibi quam apud Or- 
pheum non legas. Imitatus eft eleganter in novanda ea diétione uetuftiffimam 
Bacchi appellationem Bdroglaxy Gy, quam beroici metri lex non admittebat; ita 
Liberum patrem in ipfis Orguis SP myfteriis vocant. If. Cafaubon. De Poefi 
Satyr. Gracorum. BAKXEBAKXO>. O Atiyvaes of Tes txanciro ty mais Qudus. Hex 
fychius. 

(2) Tan. ro) "Tanyes 

Iaxy’ @ “Iaxye. Ariftophan, Rane. vy. 318, 319. 
(2) "Os aueg: Tlegreivus. Feegton dbyotow iquey 
Komucs TPIETHPA eegvey Baxynioy ayviy. Orph. Hymn, in Bacchum. 


IT cannot 
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I cannot take my leave of India, 
without taking notice of another dei- 
ty, and one of very great antiquity ; 
for he is reported to have come into that country three 
or four thoufand years ago. He is called Jagrenat, or 
(1) Jagarnath, from the place, where he has a magnifi- 
cent temple built to him, on the Coromandel coaft near 
the Ganges. This temple, or Pagod, is of a very fingu- 
lar ftructure, tho’ few travellers have thought it worth 
their notice. Monfieur (2) Tavernier, by his account, 
feems to have been admitted into it; and fays, it is the 
moft confiderable idolatrous temple in all India ; that it 
is filled with a multitude of ftatues, and monftrous ima- 
ges; and. has particularly one chief idol placed on an 
altar, who is called Refora; but he gives no defeription 
of the building. Our countryman Captain Hamilton, 
who could not gain admittance, tho’ he offered money, 
has obliged us with a draught of the outward form of 
the temple, and a fhort account of the chief idol with- 
in. **The Temple, (3) fays he, is built in the thape of 
‘¢a Canary Pipe fet on end, about 40 or 50 yards high; 
‘‘ about the middle of it is an image of an Ox cut in 
‘¢one entire ftone, bigger than a live one. He looks to- 
“¢ wards the South Eaft, and his hinder parts are fixed in 
“¢the wall. The fabric is crowned with a top about the 
“‘ fame diameter that it is in the middle, and the temple 


Jagrenat, or Fa- 
garnath. 


(1) Vid. Kircher China Illuft. Par. 3. p. 160. 

(2) See His Travels in India. Book 3. c. 9. 

(3) New Account of the Eaft Indies. Cap. 31. pag. 387. Where the 
reader may fee a rude draught of the temple exhibited on a copper plate. 


“ being 
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“being exadly round, makes no contemptible figure in 
“‘ archite@ture.” Whether the form of the temple, which 
is not unlike the (1) Congius of Vefpafian at Rome, was 
to reprefent that of a veffel ufed for preferving wine, I 
fhall not judge: nor whether the Ox was defigned for a 
{ymbol of agriculture: both were inventions of Bacchus. 
The rites performed to the idol by his devotees agree 
with thofe of the ancient Bacchanals. For the fame au- 
thor (2) fays. ‘I ftaid there one day and two nights, 
‘‘and my lodgings were in a houfe very near the Pagod. 
“¢ The nights were {pent in beating on Tabors and brafs 
*¢ Cymbals, with fongs of praifes on Jagarenat ; who is 
‘only a ftone god, not carved into any figure, but an 
“irregular pyramidal black ftone about 4 or 500” weight, 
‘¢ with two rich diamonds placed near the top to repre- 
“‘fent eyes; and a nofe and mouth painted with vermi- 
“lion.” This information he received from one of his 
fervants a gentow, {ent to the temple for that purpofe ; 
and it agrees with the account of Tavernier ; only the lat- 
ter fays it was of black fandal wood. One may fufpeét, 
that this was the fame deity, which the Arabians wor- 
fhiped under the form of a (3) Square Stone ; and by 
which fome have thought that they meant their god Bac- 
chus. As Jagarnat feems to me to be one of the oldeft 
idols of India, and his temple perhaps the moft ancient 
heathen ftru€ture now fubfifting : our mercantile gentle- 
men I hope will excufe me, if I with that amidft their 


(1) See Mr Greaves Of the Roman Denarius. 1647. Pag. 88. 
(2 )New Account &c. Cap. 31. p. 387. 


$ ! \ « > BP se wrt e » lo ny i: , ¢ 
(3) Aegfiot oxCoucr mtv, byte Sv odn cide’ 7 d¥ ajar 6 edoy AiSvs iy TergayovG. 


Max. Tyr. Diff, 38. 
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weightier concerns of gain and commerce, they would 
fo far favour the caufe of learning, as to procure a few 
informations concerning this deity. I dont mean from 
the traditions of the vulgar, but from the books of the 
Bramins; to which I fuppofe they may now-have an ealy 
accefs, fince we have gained fo good a footing in that 
part of India. 


Why Hercules is joined 
with Bacchus. 


I join the hiftory of Hercules 
to that of Bacchus, becaufe both 
feem to be exotic heroes; and 
neither of them was of the firft clafs of gods in Greece 5 
tho’ otherwife of the greateft eminence. Other nations, 
befides the Gréeks, aflerted their right to Hercules, as 
well as Bacchus. He was worfhiped by the Phenicians 
at Tyre; tho’ how the Tyrians,came to the knowledge 
of him cannot now be difcovered. Nor can the Egyp- 
tians give a better account how they came by him. The 
Libyans are faid to have had fome knowledge of him, 
and perhaps had as good a right to him, as any of the 
former, and no better. All related fables of him with- 
out time, or order; and the moft we can gather from 
them is, that, from whence foever he came, he was a 
perfon of unparallel’d ftrength and courage. His firft 
aGions feem to have been performed: in India; and all 
the light we can expeét in his cafe, muft come from the 
hiftory of Alexander. (x) Strabo, following Eratofthe- 
nes, thought thefe exploits of Bacchus and: Hercules were 
fictions of the Macedonians, to do honour to their king : 


/ \ \ \ \ \ ° 7 » ~ > u od 
(1) Wdvres mev p of wer ArtEaydpoy 7 Suveesoy aT TF aANSs RaedenOVTUA [AGNAOY- 


Strabo. Lib. 15. pag. 698. 


but 
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but furely there muft have been fome grounds for the 
report of their expeditions into India; for no reafon can - 
be afligned, why thefe two gods, rather than any other, 
fhould be pitched upon to flatter Alexander. (1) Me- 
gafthenes, who lived nearer to the time of Alexander, 
and was upon the fpot, had the beft opportunity of en- 
quiring into the truth of the reports ; and he always ac- 
knowledged them to be true hiftory. 
Gece The time of Hercules is as much un- 
y 2 osha fo known, as that of Bacchus. Confidered 
as a Greek, he was one of the youngeft 
of the gods; being the reputed fon of Alcmena, wife of 
Amphitryon king of Thebes. Here we muft have re- 
courfe to a new era, viz. The Deftruéion of Troy ; 
which may be placed in round numbers 1200 years be- 
fore Chrift. The adtions afcribed. to the Grecian Hercu- 
les, as his facking Troy in the reign of Laomedon, and 
his expedition with the Argonauts, can fcarce give him 
fo much as fifty years before that epoch. And yet 
(2) Herodotus fays, “That from Hercules fon of Alc- 
‘mena to his own time were goo years.” This will 
make him an hundred years older, and place him by our 
reckoning 1350 years before Chrift. Be this as it will, 
it is certain that there muft have been another Hercules, 
much older than this Theban. (3) Arrian fays,  Her- 


(1) Kat re ase Hegxatus Sey Aryore Mejadevns teey wer OAL }t0¥ met wyato F Sb. 
A@Y Of AES, av 4 xo EegroStins, aoise xo} wuSadNy wet Sen 7p xo 7, ope Tis Eadnory. 
Strab. L. 15. p. 687. 

(2) Hpaxnét 2) aA) Aanubuns x7 Elvaxootet trea ts bus. Herod. Lib. 2. ¢. 145. 

(3) “Est ® ey Tue ieeoy Hegxrtss mareuoTuTe % pyiwn ay Secomyn Ayowleru, & Ap- 
vets Heaxarées, a Aanuluis® Treas  yveous mesTeegv TuaTon ty Tvew Hpaxans, Ar- 


rian, Exp, Alexandri, Lib. 2. p. 43. Ed. Steph. 
N 2 *< cules 
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“‘ cules was worfhiped at Tyre, many ages before the fon 
‘“‘of Alcmena,”: which we have no reafon to queftion : 
but the account of the Tyrians themfelves is altogether 
incredible. (1) They affirmed that the temple of Hercu- 
‘“‘les was as old as their city, which was built 2300 
‘‘ years before the time of Herodotus ;” fuch was the va- 
nity of the Tyrians! In Egypt the priefts informed Hero- 
dotus, that (2) ‘‘Hercules was admitted into the number of 
“‘the Twelve Gods 17,000 years before the reign of 
‘* Amafis.” ‘Thefe, reduced to luni-folar years, may make 
about 1417, and with the reign of Amafis 1987. ‘* The 
‘‘ Feyptians, fays (3) Diodorus, affirmed that Hercules 
‘¢ fon of Alcmena, was born 10,000 years after the older 
‘¢ Hercules ;”’ thefe, by the fame reduction, amount to 
about 833, and with the time, which I have allowed 
him, or 1250 before Chrift, will make 2083. I lay no 
great ftrefs upon the Egyptian chronology, nor indeed 
upon the Greek, before the Trojan era: but thefe are 
the only helps we have, and we muft be content with 
them. All I think that we can conclude from hence is, 
that the Egyptians received Hercules, as a deity, about 
2000 years, or more, before the Chriftian era; which, 
as we obferved, was about the reign of Ofiris; And tho’ 
I affirm not, that he, or Bacchus, lived fo late as the 
age of Ofiris; yet I think this was the time when both 


(1) Egacw 38, Sue Tupe oixsCoudyn xy 70 iegy 78 Sod idpuySliras’ ever } e7ea ao oF 
Tueov oixesss Texixorte %) Alona. Herodot. Lib. 2. c. 44. 

(2) Armd as dpraios G1 Stes Aituanoiss Hecxartns’ os 3 au7ol Akyuct, tree bY Eglo 
od Me x) Muese és "Aman Baoirvourre, exes Te in Tov Onra Sedv of Avddkna t¢v0v, Tov 
Hpaxata vet yousCert. Idem. c. 43. 

(3) Toy 3 2 AAxpnyns vyeviusuor, Usepov oretooWw ETENY hy Mveiors, Aancuovy é% yeems Het= 
Abdwoy, usteoy Heanate MeTovOMaARnVad, Diodor, Lib, x. pag: 14. 
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were admitted into the number of the gods of Egypt. 
Ofiris with the counfel of Thoth, gave the Egyptians 
laws, both facred and civil. By Thoth, the ancients al- 
ways underftood Mercury ; or a perfon of the fame cha- 
racter ; a man of letters, {killed in the arts of modelling 
a government. From this time, and no higher, what- 
ever they pretended afterwards, the Egyptians kept a fort 
of reckoning of times: and it is evident to me, that all 


their hiftory muft. be-later than the age of Jupiter and 
the Titans. 


Some modern (1 authors, who 
Hercules and Bacchus take Bacchus for “i Hercules 
ae ares for Jofhua, and India for the 
land of Canaan, alledge that thefe two gods were cotem- 
poraries, and confederates in the invafion of India; but 
I can fee no foundation for fuch an Opinion : efpecially 
if we believe the report of the (2) Indians themfelves, 
that ‘* Bacchus was fifteen generations older than Hercu- 
‘les.’ We muft, it is true, look for the firft Hercules, 
as well as Bacchus, in India ; and tho’ the expeditions 
of both are mentioned together by authors, when they 
{peak of India ; yet they dont mean that they were per- 
formed at the fame time, but rather the contrary. 


(1) Ratum igitur fixumque maneat, antiquos olim Bacchi &P Herculis, Mofern 
& Fofuam, Indorum vero nomine, Arabes 8 Cananeos intellexiffe. Dickenfon 
Delphi Phoeniciz. p. 40. Vide etiam Vo de Idol. Lib. 1. c.27. Her- 
cules ille Aigyptius: qui Poffevino tefte, ad annos circiter mille ducentos ante 
Mlexandrum, quod Fofuce Lemporibus apte convenit, Baccho commilitonem se dedit, 


& una cum illa ad Nyfam montem comparuit. Delph. Pheenic. p. 37. 
(2) TieerCurepoy Te Assyu 
Indic. p. 175. 


coy Hpaxréus Akua ve} Uevle -yevehow Ipdbh Aysov.  Arrian. 


Bacchus 
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Bacchus has likewife the ad- 
vantage in point of character, as 
well as of antiquity: for we may 
obferve that ftrength and valour are the chief attributes 
of Hercules; but beneficence is more peculiarly that of 
Bacchus, which makes him fuperiour to the other. Alex- 
ander in his fpeech to his army, calls (1) Bacchus a 
‘god of higher rank than Hercules :” and though this 
{peech was probably made for him by the: hiftorian, yet 
we may believe that he fpeaks the fentiments*of Alex- 
ander; who aflumed the charaéer of Bacchus, rather 
than that of Hercules. Befides Hercules was thought, 
to have entered only the (2) weftern borders of India, 
whilft Bacchus is faid to have reigned over the whole 
country. Therefore we may fafely conclude, that Her- 
cules’s conquefts were not performed at the fame time, 
nor were in any degree comparable to thofe of Baechus. 
The reafon of this might be the different ftate of things, 
after Bacchus came into India.. He had no more to do, 
than to overrun a wide country, thinly inhabited, and to 
fubdue a rude, and unconnected, people: but the regu- 
lations, made by him afterwards, rendered the enterprize 
of Hercules much more difficult. 


Flercules not fo great 
a god as Bacchus. 


(1) O08 per dy &LE Asoveren, ainegrips Tere S00 % nod’ Heaxréer, baiyor meet. Arrian. 
Exp. Alex. Lib. 5. p. 120. , 

(2) Weer } Hpaxnatus of xey Sh 7 aveeyrtes uovoy werner F éaovetav mest Tey isoguciy, of 3 
29 izateen. Strabo. Lib. 15. p. 687. 


Arrian 
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Hercules worfbiped Arrian (1) fays, c¢ There were 


Bad pe *‘many reports of Alexander’s ex- 
‘ *‘ pedition into India, and of Bac- 
‘‘chus before him, invading and conquering the Indians ; 
“¢but not much faid of Hercules.” However he mutt 
have performed fomething very confiderable, and worth 
of notice, to make himfelf remembered fo long in that 
country. The Indians believed him to be a native of In- 
dia; and as fuch he was worthiped by the (2) Surafe- 
nians. He is (3) faid to have had many fons, and onl 
one daughter called Pandea, to whom he bequeathed a 
large territory in India, denominated from her Pandea : 
together with elephants, and a great army of horfe and 
foot. ‘This was probably a tradition of the Pandzans ; 
though we are not bound to believe, that they defcended 
from Hercules ; nor that Hercules had fuch a daughter. 
The (4) Sib, an Indian nation, were reported to be 
the defcendants of thofe, who aflifted Hercules at the 


(1) Amado Artkavdey W qarteu gH Wide Mévoy’ aes Arikdvdps, Asoyice wee 
MdNis Abyos HATEYEL, OS % 878 parelouT@ te Tydis, 94 ndlesperleuiue Ids, Heaxrées 
4 mee @ monte. Arrian. Hitt, Ind. 

(2) Hearate St cvmvee és dbs dprnedeur aby Kareret, mee aroiow Ivdbion ynyeveer abe 
yedeu” Tire T Hearne, ptrise aess Sueaclway yegatceSet Ivdus vee. Idem. 

(3) Ku ré7» [Herculi] aeorves j2 meidus aormrds xdere yivedou ty 74 Iydboy yi, Sue 
qaripa 3} uevoysvelw” woe SY aver 1H mond) Taydutbu" ru) paren ve Te ek vE705 4g) is 

ey a, / / ir 6 / 5 B 
Tivos torereinley aw7yy aoyew Hoexrtnss Tlayduinv, 4 metdds ézwyuuoy. xa. Arrian. Indic. 
p.175. Ab tis gens Pande, fola Indorum regnata feminis. Unam Herculi 
fexus gus genitam ferunt, ob idgne gratiorem precipuo regno donatam. Plin. 
Nat. Hift. Lib. 6. c. 20. 

(4) WTeoiger oh aes dyopalbuduus Silag* gdave NM Pasty mybyes Cyn roy wel Hpaxdgous 
dn rhe Nogroy meagan sparcuzivmy. Diodor. Lib. 17. pag. 613. 


attack 
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attack of the rock (1) Aornus, which he thrice attempt- 
ed, but could not force, tho’ Alexander took it after- 
wards at once: fome Indians likewife affirmed, that the 
(2) older Hercules was clad in the fame manner as the 
Theban; I fuppofe equipt with club, lionfkin, bow, and 
arrows. ‘This laft might be a fiction of the Greeks, to 
fupport the ftory of their Theban god; and the attack 
at Aornus, another to flatter their king: but ftill there 
mutft have been a general belief, that Hercules had fome- 
thing to do in thofe parts, otherwife fuch fiGions could 
not be fwallowed. 
Herodotus (3) fays, ** The Egyptians 
bisa 10" «had three mn aE deities. The firft 
: “‘ confifted of Eight Gods, of which 
“number was Pan the oldeft of all. The Second con- 
“fitted of Twelve, of which number was Hercules. 
“©The Third, of thofe who were born of the Twelve, of 
“which number was Bacchus.” This is but a lame, and 
unfatisfactory, account of their gods; and looks as if 
they meant to make the whole a myftery, as they did 
almoft every thing elfe. If thefe differed in dignity ac- 
cording to the order of time, Bacchus feems to be de- 
graded ; for by other Egyptian accounts, he was both 


(5) Adpvoy I sve revea, ‘hs ras pilag & Ids avgse wanoioy F mV, AacEdydpe xT 
icy mesrbonlw ozuyuvarles, EQecery TOY Hoaxagee res yey aaporbanciy TH meted. TaTn, Tels 
3 amxpsSluu. Strabo. Lib. 15. pag. 688. 

(2) Tiv cxeuiy 3} 7@ 6 Heaxréns inva epbere, Megadevns reyes, oa boil rs Onbateo 
Hoaxrery os au7el Ivdbl xmytovrw. Arrian. Indic. p. 174. 

(3) Tay Anualiom 3 Tay @ aprealotatG@’, ® Tov Onze Tpe-rey Atyoulyay Seav eva 5 
Hpaxans 3, F Awrtegov, F Avddtxa atyouwor’ Sibyvo 3 F Tecrwy, of in F Avddkna Seay 


2yvovl. Herodot. Lib. 2. ¢. 145. 
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contemporary, and fuperiour, to (1) Pan; who is faid to 
have fought under Ofiris. To find out who thefe frft 
(2) Eight Gods were, is above my capacity; unlefs I 
may be permitted to call them the Pudam, Kobaler, or 
Indian Shepheards, before mentioned; of whom Pan 
might be one, Silenus another, the Fauns and Satyrs 
making up the number Fight: for thefe were gods 
of the fields and woods, and all faid to be compa- 


(1) Mapanabey [Ofiridem] Sea # carctay  FMave, Alyoeegrlos va F Anuatlian 
nuausvo. Diodor. Lib. 1. p. 11. 

(2) The learned profeffor Jablonfki endeavoured to gain fome light in 
this matter from an infcription quoted by Theon, in his treatife De Mufica. 
Extat eam in rem, locus obfervatione noftra non indignus apud Theonem de 
Mujica. Cap. 49. Ey 3 Arywthaxn, GIANy Geary Bus dp@’, ebetoxe deus ypeplus Castries 
Kesvs, xo Bamatoys Peas. 


TIPESBYTATOS BAZIAEYTS MANTON OSIPIZ OEOIS AGANATOIS 
TINEYMATI KAI OYPANQ HAIQ KAI SEAHNH Kal TH KAI NYKTI 
KAI EMHPALI KAI MATPI] TON ONTQN KAI ESOMENQN EPOTI 
MNHMEIA TH= AYTOY APETHS BIOYT SYNTAZEQS 


He is not fo fanguine as to pronounce it genuine, or fo old as it pre- 
tends to be, i.e. Of the times of Ofiris, Saturn, and Rhea; but thinks 
it was formed upon the moft ancient theology of the Egyptians, becaufe 
the Eight primary Gods are here mentioned. Jd tamea ex prifca  genuina 
antiquorum gyptiorum Theologia omnino petitum eft, quod in hac infcriptione 
O¢io memorentur Primariit Aigyptiorum Dii. Pantheum Egypt. Vol. 1. p. 18. 
It is true that Eight gods are here mentioned, Spirit, Heaven, Sun, Moon, 
Earth, Night, Day, and Love, the father of all things that are, or fhall be. 
But then I afk, Which of thefe is Pan? For Herodotus by Pan, Hercu- 
les, Bacchus, feems to mean real perfonages, and not thefe ideal Divini- 
ties. The learned Abbe Banier, Mythol. Book 2. c. 3. thought he had 
found them in Diodorus, Ay éytus 0 Baorreis ye lovévax xD Aryualov, Heteouivevopway 
D uray, Tes & suovoues émtpresy ris Soawiois, Tvas Sidtay éouxevasy apooyyoeras 


HAtoyy Kpsvoy, Péav, Ale, Heavy, Hoasov, Estav, Epuny. Diod, Lib. 1. p. 8. 
Solem, Saturnum, Rheam, Fovem, Funonem, Vulcanum, Vefam, Mercurium. 


But here the fame difficulty occurs, as before; Pan being omitted in this 
lift. 


O nions 
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nions of Bacchus. I am as much at a lofs about the Se- 
cond order, and believe it was feigned by the priefts, 
that they might not feem ignorant of any thing. Every 
one has heard of the Twelve Great Gods of the Greeks, 
and I fuppofe the Egyptians might learn the fame from 
Herodotus ; but we know that Hercules was not one of 
that number. And therefore I think thefe Twelve Gods 
muft remain as much a myftery, as the other: and as 
to thofe who came from the Twelve, they might be 
numberlefs, for any thing we know to the contrary. 

It appears clearly to me, that all 
the exploits of the true Hercules were 
performed in India: and that the 
Indians had no other reafon for making him a native of 
their country, than that he was worfhiped there; for 
this was a piece of refpect commonly paid to all gods 
and heroes, tho’ they came from ever fo far countries. 
Arrian, a very judicious hiftorian, (1) fays that ‘* Her~ 
‘© cules who conquered India, was in his opinion, neither 
‘‘a Theban, nor Egyptian, nor Tyrian; but fome great 
‘king, whofe dominions lay not far from India.” And 
this confirms me in my opinion, that he was neither 
more, nor lefs, than a Scythian. To pafs over the other 
northern feats aferibed to him by the Greeks: as his 
journey to the Hyperboreans ; his releafing Prometheus 
on mount Caucafus; and his wars with the Amazons; 
the oldeft fable, I believe, in which he is concerned, is 


Flercules probably 
a Scythian. 


a \ nr of 3 ing o > _ nv yt 2 
(3) Ei } 1@ mse TauTa, AAG Ay eTos Hecturtne Eins by 5 OrCauG’, » 0 Tueos eT@, 
» £ war sf \ om \ ol hy ae. Le 6 ae Ne 8 / I ; 
» oO Alwalios, n Ts x94 XT! tlw ave porlu ov mppw F Iydteoy yns auqueyby Meyds Baucirtus 


Arrian, Hift. Ind. p. 172, Ed. Steph. 
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that of the female monfter mentioned by (1) Herodotus ; 
who predi&ed, that the fhould have three fons at a birth 
by Hercules; the youngeft of which, called Scythes, gave 
name to the whole country. Time has not yet worn out 
all remains of this fable among the eaftern Scythians ; 
for we find it revived with fome little variation, in the 
(2) ftory of Alancoua; who conceived by an unknown 
power, and foretold that fhe fhould be delivered of three 
fons at a birth; one of which proved to be Buzxengir the 
Fuft, anceftor of Gengizchan. 
Indi WAT, In the hiftory of thefe two dei- 
ndia the primitive ties, we difcover the moft anci 
Idolatry. ‘ 7 
fource of 7" «traces of idolatry, and in a country 
very remote from Syria or Egypt, commonly reputed the 
two great nurferies of it. By idolatry I mean only that 
{pecies of it, which confifted in paying divine honours 
to dead perfons. When, or where, this depravation of 
religion began, is uncertain: but, I think, it could not 
commence before the floud; for as bad as the world then 
was, no tokens of it appear in fcripture. It is com- 
monly thought to have fucceeded the worfhip of the fun, 
moon, ftars, rivers, mountains, &c, and yet it may be 
queftioned whether thefe were not at firft worthiped, 
from being thought the manfions of deceafed heroes. 
The difpute about the antiquity of Hero Worthip, as far 
as it can be made out from the Greek hiftorians, feems 
to lye chiefly between the Affyrians and Egyptians; that 


(1) Herodotus. Lib. IV. c. 9, 10. 


(2) See Hift. of Gengizchan. c.1. Abulghazi’s Hift. of Turks and 
Tartars. Par. 2. c.15. 
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is, whether Belus, or Ofiris, was the more ancient deity 
of the two. For tho’ Uranus and Saturn, confidered as 
men, might live before either of them; yet the right of 
Belus, or Jupiter, if I may fo call him, feems:to be de- 
termined by clearer marks of time, than that of Ofiris, 
or any other. When his divinity was once eftablifhed ; 
it was in a manner neceflary, and certainly not difficult,. 
to bring his defcent from other gods, and the defcent.of 
other gods from him. This abfurd impiety overflowed 
both the eaftern and weftern world, many ages. before 
the coming of our Saviour; and in a nation, whofe re-- 
cords go beyond all others, is certainly not above feven- 
teen hundred years ftanding ; I mean, when the worfhip: 
of (1) Fo was brought into China from India. ‘The (2) In+ 
dians had always the name of a moft religious people 
among the Chinefe; and the ancient Greeks had the 
fame opinion of the Egyptians; upon account of their 
numberlefs deities, and. religious rites; which, for want 
of a competent knowledge of other countries, : they con- 
cluded: were the proper growth of Egypt. But they all. 
feem to me to be derived at firft from. another fource.: 
nor,am I unfupported. by the ancients in. this conjecture. 
For if we may believe (3) Plutarch, ‘¢‘ Phylarchus held that 


(1) Ante invetlam cum idolo ror ex India fuperftitionem, nullum vanorum 
deorum fimulachrum, ftatuam nullam in Sinis extitiffe. Couplet Procem. in 
Scient. Scinicam. p. 78. 

(2) The Chinefe have no fciences, and their religion, and moft of their laws, 
are derived from the Indians ; nay they are of opinion, that the Indians taught 
them the worfbip of idols, and confider them as a very religious nation. Mr. 
Renaudot’s Account of India and China by Two Mohammedan Travellers 
in the Ninth century. Lond. 1733. p. 36. . 

(3) OvN Suadpyou pn xarapeover, zedQor@ ort wexr@ eis Atyurloy 2& Ivdloy inyaye 
Ne pis, dy @ "Ams soue, mJ 3” Ocies. De Ifide & Ofitide. 

“¢ Bacchus 
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‘Bacchus firft brought into Egypt the gods Apis and 


“ Ofiris from: India.” Since the: difoveries of modern 
travellers; we meet with defcriptions of the (x) Indian 
temples ; fome of which are built after the manner of 
the Egyptian archite€ture, with galleries, and flat roofs, 
fupported by colonnades. And as to: the worfhip per- 
formed there; I believe there is fearce any fuperftition of 
the ancient Egyptians, but what may be matched, and 
is ftilk kept up im India... Such are the monftrous- images 
of their deities; the worfhip of the Cow, or Ox; tlie ve- 
neration paid to other brute animals, as dogs, cats, Sphinxes 
er monkeys, birds, and fifhes; cuftoms ftill prevalent 
among the idolaters, in fome, one or other, parts of In- 
dia.» Therefore, with fubmiffion to better judgments, I 
take India to.be the primitive feat of idolatry ; and Bac- 
chus to be the firft Hero God mentioned in hiftory. 


a As we have fuppofed our two: 

The primitive flate  ,. ie OEE rT. two 

heroes to live in times of the moft 

of Nature, and ob{cure antiquity: it may in fome 
LV atious. ere y 


meafure ferve to illuftrate their hif- 
tory, if we take a thort furvey of the ftate of nature; 
and nations, in the primitive ages. Here it will be necef. 
{ary to go back to hat ever memorable epoch of the De- 
luge ; a fact, of which all nations preferved the remem- 
brance. It it not to be expected, that at this diftance al] 
nations fhould. agree in the time, or particular circum= 
ftances, of it; it is fufficient, that they retained ‘the ge- 


(1) See Mr Thevenot of the Pagods of Elora. Travels. Par. 22 ar eA. 


‘Favernier’s. Travels. Book 1. c.18. Lettres Edifiantes €8c. tranflated by 
Mr Lockman. Vol. 1. p. 456, 457. 
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neral tradition. The Chaldeans, Egyptians, and Pheni- 
cians, preferved it, as we learn from their hiftorians, 
Berofus, Hieronymus, and Mnafeas, quoted by, (1) Jo- 
fephus: and the Chinefe, by the accounts: of modern 
(3) travellers, were acquainted with it. The deluges of 
the Greeks atteft the fame; and the tradition feems to 
have come to them from the north: Ogyges was an ab- 
original, and Deucalion a Scythian. The Bramines of 
Perfia and India had it recorded in their (3) books: 
‘‘ That about 21,000 years ago the fea overwhelmed and 
‘‘ drowned the whole earth, except one great hill, far to 
‘the northward, called Bindd,” I will not pretend to 
reconcile this account to any chronology ; but only men- 
tion it to fhew, that in the opinion of thofe fages the 
human {pecies was preferved in the north, and from 


(1) Vid. Jofeph. Antiq. Lib. c. 3. 

(2) “Vid. Martini Fiift. Sinic. Lib. 1. pag..3, 26. 

(3) ‘*I fhall here give you out of one of their [Bramins] own books, 
“* what they tell us of a great floud that formerly happened. They fay that 
“* about 21,000 years ago the fea overwhelmed, and drowned the whole 
‘earth, except one great hill, far to the northward, called Bindd. And 
“‘that there fled thither only one woman, and feven men; the names of 
“‘ whom were Dehoolah, Sunnak, Sunnaud, Trilleck, Sannotah, Cuppy- 
“‘lofhaw, Surafchah, and Burroopung: thefe underftanding out of their 
“books that fuch a floud would come, and was then aétually coming, 
‘< prepared againit the fame, and repaired thither; to which place alfo went 
“two of all forts of creatures, Herbs, Trees, Grafles, and every thing 
‘*that had life, to the number of 1,800,000 living fouls. This floud, fay 
“they, lafted 120 years, 5 months and 5 days: after which time all thofe 
‘creatures, that were thus preferved, defcended down again, and re- 
*¢ plenifhed the earth: but as for the feven men, and one woman, only 
“one of them came down with her, and lived at the foot of the moun- 
“tain; the other fix turned Fuchees, or holy men, and {pent there the re- 
“¢ mainder of their days.” Mr John Marfhall’s Letter to Dr Cogan from the 
Faft Indies. Philof. Tranfaé. for Jan. 1700. N». 268. 
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thence the earth was repeopled. Here I beg leave to re- 
call to the readers mind the opinion of (1) Salmafius, a 
perfon of as great learning and judgment, as any the laft 
age produced. ‘ There is no nation, fays he, either of 
*< Europe or Afia, but what came originally from the 
‘north; from hence moft parts of Europe and Afia were 
*¢ planted with inhabitants. That vatt region of Scythia 
*‘fituated to the north, and extending far to the eaft and 
‘weft, brought forth all thofe people, with their lan- 
“guages, that overflowed Europe and Afia, And by 
“difcharging it’s fuperfluities towards the fouth, pro- 
‘< duced the different nations of both thofe countries,” 


My) Hiftory, reafon. a A 
LVations without difcipline _. Ys » and Se 
; rience, agree, that when fami- 
naturally degenerate into |. 
eS lies grew too numerous for one 
barbarity. 
country, they muft remove and 
fettle in others; where they lived for fome time without 


intermixing with each other, without laws, under no 
government, but what was lodged in the chiefs of each. 
particular family. The fwarms then that iffued from this 
general hive, being thus left to themfelves, whatever they 
were at firft, naturally degenerated into 4 ftate of barba- 
rity ; and continued fo for ages ; till fome one perfon of 
greater fenfe and ftrength reduced the feparate clans into. 
one community, made laws for the government of the 


(1) Nulla Europe fere gens, nec Afie, quin a Septentrione promanaverit. 
Inde propagines profetie populorum quibus Europe Afieque plereque partes con- 
Site fuerunt. Scythia igitur, quae ad feptentrionem, omnes ferme gentes evomuit 


cum fuis lingurs, que Europam &§ Afiam inundarunt. Ut autem vaftifima illa 
Scytharum regio fuit, © late porretta ad orientem &? occidentem, verfus meri- 
diem eruétando varias hine in Europa, inde in Afia, produxit gentes. Salmafiue 
De Helleniftica. pag. 366, 
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whole, and as it were compelled them to be civilized : 
and this was the (x) office of the firft great ‘heroes of an- 
tiquity. 
Inflances of their Refor- ws wrt form He 5s os 
mation, in the Chine/fe, viierarhoe’ ote "ai ms Buren 
sant Refine nature from the different man- 
ners of two neighbour nations, 
the wandering Tartars and the Chinefe. ‘The former ob- 
ferve little, or no decency in the-common aéions of life, 
in eating or drinking ; live by rapine; depend for their 
fubfiftence on their cattle, and the fpontaneous fruits of 
the earth: whilft the Chinefe, as. if inftru€ted ‘by the 
gods, cultivate the land, promote every liberal and me- 
chanical art, and live in the utmoft politenefs. This 
bleffing they have enjoyed for fome thoufands of years, 
and their annals eternize the memory of their benefac- 
ters; though we dont find that they ever paid divine ho- 
nours to them, as was done in other countries. And 
without going fo far as China; what a change has been 
wrought in the manners of the Ruffians, within the me- 
mory of perfons now living; by the efforts of one man, 
and he too a_native of the country, but improved by the 
experience he gained in countries more civilized than his 
own! From thefe examples we may conclude, that the 
firft heroes of antiquity were endued with more than or- 
dinary natural talents, and thofe too refined by educa- 


(1) Romulus, &§ Liber pater, & cum Caftore Pollux, 
Poft ingentia fatia, deorum in templa recepti, 
Dum terras hominumque colunt genus, afpera bella 
Componunt, agros affignant, oppida condunt. 
Horat. Lib. 2. Epift. 1. v. 5. 


tion ; 






































Of the Fabulous Ages. =. 113 


tion; that they were actuated by a fpirit and genius fupe- 
riour to that of the people whom they conquered and 
civilized; and may.be prefumed to come from a country, 
where arts and {ciences were cultivated. 


The heii d The learned of the laft and 
grefs if fs pe he prefent age, deceived by the 


Greeks themfelves, in tracing 
{cience to it’s original {pring, feem to me to have taken 
a way more round. about, for want of attention to the 
fentiments of Salmafius; who had pointed out one much 
nearer. The facred hiftory, which indeed ought to be 
our guide in doubtful cafes, has prejudiced them in fa- 
vour of Egypt, and the Holy land, and the countries 
lying eaftward from thence; where {cience certainly 
flourifhed in ancient times, and to an eminent, degree. 
But if it was propagated according to the courfe of na- 
ture, we muft turn our thoughts to the north ; where 
the path perhaps is not fo beaten as the other, and may 
be overgrown with thorns and bryars, but when cleared, 
will be found the nearer road to the fountain head, The 
Scythians for many ages have been reckoned a barbarous 
people, but it cannot be affirmed that they were fuch 
from the beginning. The {pirit of the northern nations 
has chiefly exerted itfelf in arms; but even here a ftreneth 
of genius was required to condué& them. The (1) Scy- 
thians in ancient times thrice gained the empire of Afia: 
their defeats of Cyrus and Darius are lafting tokens of 
their military fkill: our weftern world has fufficiently 


(1) Imperium Afie ter quefivere Scythe, ipft perpetuo ab alieno imperia aut 
intatti, aut invitti manfere. Juftin, Hift. Lib. 2. 
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felt the force of it under Woden, Attila, Theodoric; 
Genferic, and others ; whofe fucceffes cannot be afcribed 
to undifciplined numbers, and brutal courage only. ‘To 
fay that they fell upon effeminate, luxurious, and ener- 
vated people, is a plaufible way of accounting for. their 
conquefts ; but this reafon will not hold good in the 
cafe of Gengizchan and Tamerlane in the eaft; for they 
deftroyed mighty empires founded on arms and military 
difcipline 3 and-overpowered as able generals, as perhaps 
any age ever produced. Their fcience in war is therefore 
indifputable ; nor do I think that in ancient times they 
were deficient in the arts of peace.. : 
‘Religion the chief mark 7 ‘ ee of home] 
of a civilized people. Saleen ta Se 
as I take it; colonies from the 
Scythian hive: thefe lived the lives of the wandering 
Tartars, till they came under the dominion of the gods. 
The gods by all accounts firft (1) reformed them from a 
favage life; taught them to till the land, and to build 
cities ; then juftice is faid to have flourifhed, laws were 
ordained, property fecured, and violence punifhed. ‘The 
Pelafgians, who feem torbe only later colonies of Scy- 
thians, either came with the gods, or foon after them, 
and overran the whole country of Greece; and this was 
another means of civilizing them. Then they received 
their religion, or Hero worfhip: for the firft known 
gods, and oracles, of Greece, were the gods and oracles 


(2) Primus ab athereo venit Saturnus Olympo, 
Arma Fovis fugiens, 8 regnis exul ademptis, 

Is genus indocile, ac difperfum montibus altis 

Compofuit, legefque dedit. Georgic. 1. v. 125. 
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of the Pelafgians. Religion is the principal, mark of a 
civilized people ; and therefore the Greeks could not be 
faid to be thoroughly reclaimed from barbarity, till they 
received the Cabiric myfteries, or worlhip of the Twelve 
Great Gods. 
yg ad ee ; a a ee PE, ag 
and Philofophy. ple 1s learning and philo ophy; t is 
I think can be traced no higher in 
profane hiftory,..than. the time of Zoroaftres, who was 
contemporary with Ninus founder of the Affyrian em- 
pire. What remains of the hiftory of Zoroaftres, fhews 
that he was an adept in feience. He is {aid to be the firft, 
(2) ** Who found out magic arts, ftudied the origin of 
“the world, and obferved the motions of the {tars.” 
‘Whether he is to be called Zoroaftres according to Tro- 
gus, or Oxyartes according to Diodorus, and Ctefias, is 
not material; he is certainly the fame perfon, who was 
conquered and flain by Ninus; if ever there was fuch a 
(xz) king as Ninus. Perfons too much bigoted to an hypo- 
‘thefis.of their own, may difpute the truth of this part of 
hiftory, but I can fee no’reafon to queftion it. Becaufe 
it does not run back to an unreafonable length of time’; 
and has this advantage over other hiftories of { great 
antiquity, that here we are not concerned with the hea- 
then mythology ; have nothing to do with the gods of 
Greece or Egypt ; but only with a king of Baétria, con- 


(1) Poftremum ili [Nino] bellum cum Zoroaftre Baérianorum rege fuit, 
qui primus dicitur artes magicas inveniffe, 9 mundi principia, fyderumque. mo- 
tus diligentiffime fpettaffe. Hoc occifo, decefpt &9 ipfe. Juttin. Hitt. Lib. x. 

(2) Sir Ifaac Newton feems to doubt of the very being of Ninus. See - 
His Chronology. 
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quered by a king of Affyria. The time of Zoroaftres 
may be computed by the fall of the Affyrian empire un- 
der Sardanapalus, which is faid to have lafted 1300 years, 
and ended about 700, or according to fome 800, years 
before Chrift: and this I think is as high as the records 
of Egypt can reach. 
Cobirie rites in Of all the countries of Europe the 
Aja ifland Samothrace bears the earlieft to- 
; kens of the Pelafgians, by being the 
feat of the Cabiric worfhip; and yet the ‘rites: feem» to 
have been eftablifhed before in Afia. Not far from Cal- 
chedon was a fortified place, or caftle, from time im+ 
memorial called Ieody, or che Temple, which in procefs of 
time became the temple of (1) Fupiter Urius, propitious 
to navigators: but feems originally to have been dedi- 
cated to the fervice of the Twelve Gods. This temple, 
fome affirmed, was built by Jafon at the time of the Ar- 
gonautic expedition, but (2) Polybius.only fays, ‘That 
“upon his return from: Colchis, he there firft facrificed 
‘to the Twelve Gods:” which intimates-that the temple 
was at leaft more ancient than that expedition. In. Pon- 
tus was the (3) caftle and town of Cabira, the imperial 
feat of Mithridates, afterwards improved and adorned by 
Pompey ;. this feems to have been a place dedicated to 


(1) Vid. Edm. Chifhull Antiq. Afiatic. Lond. 1728. p. 59, & Addenda. 
(2) Am > F bile 70 narduduoy lepty’ 89° rome Qact x FP éx Koaywy dyexousdiw, Id- 
coy, Sue @eeroy Tis Addixe @vois. Polyb. Hift. Lib. 4. p. 307. Ed. Cafaub. 
(3) Tess auth 3 7h sree pavgeree Té TMapuddre Kabereg tdeureu sudvois txetloy ® orev Ty Kovlet Ts, 
vorrareee auTys bev’ ey Se mois Katetpors mt. Bacirciee MiSecdits xareoxevase. — Ta de Kd- 
Ceiga, Tlowanie oncovdowrlG’ cis win, x naartourt@? Aims, excl amesonaTeohnaots %, 
SxCasy perovouaos, Bacirei Te TH mores K PnT at, Strabo. Lib, 12. p. 556; 557- 

Vid, etiam Plutarch. in Lucullo. 
the 
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the Cabiri, in the fame manner as the other. Amongtt 
the opinions, mentioned by Strabo, concerning the Co- 
rybantes, or armed priefts. of the Cabiric mytteries ; 
“¢(r) Some faid, they were a body of men appointed. by 
“the Titans to attend upon Rhea.” ‘This notion was 
plainly borrowed from the fable of their nurfing Jupiter in 
Crete: but what follows feems to have more probability 
in it, “ That fome faid they came from Ba@triana, others 
“from Colchis.:”” and hoth opinions might be true, if 
this was the road by which they came into Thrace. He- 
rodotus has preferved, what I efteem a curiofity, viz. a 
Rent Roll of the tributes annually paid: to Darius Hy- 
ftafpis from the feveral nations of his empire.: amongft 
others we find the (2) Orthocorybantians : who by their 
neighbours mentioned in the fame lot of affeffment, feem 
to belong either to Media, or BaGtriana 3. or perhaps. were 
fituated. between both.. 
Baltria the ancient feat in pa I inagat be permitted to 
‘ chooie a country for the feat of 
of Aris and Sciences. . bhi Fede ie 
arts in the moft primitive times 
after the floud, it fhould be Bactria ;_ which is properly 
a part of fouthern Scythia: becaufe I think no country 
can produce more certain evidence of it’s ancient polite- 
nefs. From hence, as it feems to me, fcience was pro- 


(1) OF S bao Tizavoy Pia SSldex meoavrus ves KépuCayrag éx f Banreceviis 2Oryphues? 
ot. S tx Kéanav pao, Strabo. Lib. 10. p. 472. 

(2) Am 4 ExCartyor, 4) & aotams Maddxas, ©) Vlepuxevtay, %) OPOOKOPYBANTION, 
Tyryxovre yo) Tereaxocia . reray tee Nouos Atxar@r ér@. Herodot.. Lib. 32:94. . 
The Parycani here mentioned, feem to be. the.fame with the Pariani of 
Pomponius Mela. Interiora terrarum multe varieque gentes habitant Gan- 
dari, Pariani, &?. Baéri, Sugdiani, Harmatotrophi, Comare, Cemani, Aparni, 
Dabe, fuper Scythas, Scytharumque deferta.. Pomp. Mela.. Lib. 1:.c. 2. 
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pagated ‘to Perfia, Affyria, India,.and:even to China it- 
felf. (xz) Strabo fays, that “ Ba@ria adjoining to Aria, 
‘‘abounded in every thing, but oyl.” The natural fruit- 
fulnefs of the foil therefore invited mankind to fettle in 
it 5, till tt was overcharged with inhabitants. . The popu- 
loufnefs of this country, one argument of it’s politenefs, 
may be judged, from what is reported of it near two 
thoufand years ago: that ic had then (2).a thoufand ci- 
ties under the jurifdiction of the Greeks, after they had 
deftroyed the Perfian empire: » Bactria I take:to be what 
is now called Bucharia, the greater and lefs, ftretching 
almoft from the Cafpian fea eaftward, to the confines of 
China, .(3) ‘‘ Bokharia, Bukharia, Bogaria, Bokaria, or 
<‘ Boharia, as it may be varioufly written, is the name 
‘given at prefent to the country, or tract of land, be- 
‘tween Karafm, and the great fandy defart borderin 

‘‘on China. It fignifies the country of the Bukbars, 
“‘which (4) Abulghazi Khan informs us is a Mongol 
‘word, implying a Learned Man: Becaufe, adds he, all 
‘‘thofe who have a mind to be inftructed in the lan- 
‘‘ouages and fciences, go into Bukharia. Hence it ap- 
‘‘ pears, that this name has been impofed by the:Mon- 


(1) Mdpgoesy 3 eves x) Beullecarivg waiv tase, wancioy Th Acre oPaneedulu. Strabo. 
Live, Bp. 7%. 

(2) Quanquam plus gloria fit, inter Affyria {F Medica, Perficaque memorata 
elim regna, (S opulentiffimum illud Mille Urbium Batirianum imperium emergere 
potuiffe. Juftin. Hift. Lib. 41. Hodem tempore etiam Theodotis, Mille Ur- 
bium Battrianorum prefeéius, defecit, regemque fe appellari jufft. 1d. Ibid. 
Eucratides one of the fucceffors of Theodotus had likewife a thoufand ci- 
ties under his jurifdi€tion. Evxparidey sav macs yiates 69 toured Een. Strabo. 
Lib. 15. p. 686. 

(3) See Aftley’s Collection of Voyages. Vol. 4. p. 514. 

(4) Hiftory of the Turks and Tartars. Lond. pag. 108. 
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*‘gols, who conquered this country in the time of Jen- 
“‘ohis Khan. The fame author mentions the Bukhars 
‘¢elfewhere, but in thofe places the term {eems to be re- 
“< ftrained to the inhabitants of the city of Bokhara.” [| 
readily agree with this learned writer, and his author 
Abulghazi, that the word (1) Bukbar, is the northern 
name for a Learned Man; but cannot allow the infe- 
tence he draws, if I underftand him right, viz. That 
the name Bucharia was impofed by the Mongols, at or 
after the time of Jenghis Khan; for the contrary appears 
clear to me; fince a man mutt firft go into Bucharia be- 
fore he could be called a Bukhar. Bucharia is therefore 
not the new, but old name of the country, and if I am 
“not deceived, means no more than Ba@tria: and that as 
mount Caf was the Cafcafus, or Caveafus, of the anci- 
ents; their Maracanda is now Samarcand 3 Sogdiana 4/ 
Sogd; Chorafmia Karafim, or Charifes {0 Bocharia is 
only the:later name for Baatria, or Bo@tria 5 and the city 
of Bochara feems to be the ancient Baétra, the capital of 
the country. The fchools of Bochara and Samarcand ftill 
keep up the ancient charaGer of learning ; and the foil 
of Great Bucharia ftill anfwers to the ancient fruitfulnefs 
of Bactria. “It muft be confefied, [fays an (2) author 


(1) What the Mongols called Boghar, or Lukhar, a Saxon would write 
Box pep, or Boc pep, 1.¢. Vir Librorum, a Man of Books, or Learning. 
Bog is the old northern word for a Book, meaning the Wood of the Beech 
tree, in Saxon Boc cpeop, or Book tree, on which their characters were 
anciently engraved. Of the fame import are the Greek Brg, and the 
Latin Lider, both fignifying the materials on which writing was per- 
formed. 


(2) ‘The French Editors [Bentink] Notes on Abulghazi Khan’s Hiftory 
of the Turks and Tartars, Pag. 455, 
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“who feems to be well informed about it] nature has 
‘< denied nothing to this fine country to make living in 
‘it agreeable. The mountains abound with the richeft 
“mines; the valleys are of an aftonifhing fertility in all 
“forts of fruits and pulfe; the fields are covered with 
“* grafs the height of a man; the rivers {warm with ex- 
‘cellent fifh; and wood which is fo fearce all over the 
“‘reft of Grand Tatary, is found here in great plenty in 
“¢ feveral parts: in fhort it is the heft cultivated and in- 
‘“‘habited of all the Grand Tatary.”? Thefe defireable 
regions, fo adapted to the conveniences of life, and not 
improbably the feats of our firft anceftors after the floud ; 
by a fad fatality lay obfcured during the revolutions of 
thofe kingdoms and empires, that make the fubject. of 
Greek and Roman hiftory ; and were {carce known to 
the Europeans, till the Arabians carried their conquefts 
into Tartary. The ancient accounts of the inhabitants, 
and their country, are loft in the fhipwreck of time; and 
nothing remains of them at prefent, but a few ill con- 
trived fables, affording neither pleafure nor profit to the 
reader. Were we only born for ourfelves, as too many 
are apt to think, we need not be affected with the vi- 
ciflitude of things, nor trouble ourfelves with uneafy re- 
flexions about them’: but thofe who have at heart the 
advancement of knowledge, and the improvement of 
pofterity, cannot but regret with me the lofs of fo con- 
fiderable, and interefting, a period in the hiftory of the 
world. But thus providence has ordained, and we muft 
acquiefce. 


I have 
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I have gone through, at leaft in 
ir Pha Al A ey part, what I at firft propofed ; which 


was to refcue fabulous hiftory out -of 
the hands of the poets, by reducing it to a fort of fyftem 
with the help of chronology. As my intention, cannot 
be bad, whatever. the execution may be; I hope it will 
meet with that indulgence, which ought to be given to 
a farft attempt of this kind. . I have not courted the rea- 
der’s favour, or approbation; becaufe I think it unne- 
ceffary, where am authour has truth on his fide >- and 
where he has not, it is only befpeaking the reader’s fanc- 
tion toan errour. I have offered no violence to the chro- 
nology of profane hiftory, nor to the more authentic 
teftimony of the facred records, I have had regard to 
the grand era of the deluge; and to the difperfion, and 
_ propagation, of mankind. I have, it is true, taken the 
liberty of diffenting from other authors, both ancient and 

modern; but I hope with that decency, and refpedt, that 

is due to their feveral characters. If I have brought the 

firft colonies of people from the northern parts of the 

world, Iam not fingular in my opinion; tho’ the ftream 

‘of writers may poffibly be againft me, and the matter it- 

felf cannot be cleared up from the facred hiftory; which 

all along points to the line of Sem, the pofterity of Abra- 

ham, and the promifed land. This has manifeftly given 

thofe authors a byafs to Chaldza, Syria, Arabia, Judea, 

and Egypt; which are neceffarily mentioned oftner, and 

more particularly, than Scythia and the north eaftern 

countries ; tho’ thefe certainly had inhabitants, as well-as 

the others, but not fo diftinétly enumerated by “Mofes. 
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ie anchehe Ancient learning, I am but teo fen- 

fible, is not fuited. to the general humour 
of the age, but only to a few particular perfons; and 
yet no fooner does a work of this nature make it’s ap- 
pearance, than every reader claims his right of fitting in 
judgment upon it. And for one who reads for the fake 
of amufement, or inftruétion, there are ten who read 
with no other view, than to find faults in it: tho’ per- 
haps fcarce one in ten is capable of entering into the me 
rits of the ar punrenit, AH fuch have uty (ce confent, to 
find what faults they can im the prefent treatife ; only 
eraving fo much Jjuftice at their hands, as to believe, that; 
to the beft of my abilities, I have ufed my utmoft en- 
deavour to.find out the truth. 


F, W. R, TL. 
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